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Church Contact Information 
 

Minister: Rev’d Andrew F. Graham  

Ferintosh Manse, Leanaig Road, Conon Bridge IV7 8BE Tel. 01349 861275 

Session Clerk: Mr Fred McCreadie  

7 Castle Gardens, Dingwall, IV15 9HY Tel. 01349 862171 

Clerk to Congregational Board: Mrs Janet Murray 

The Cottages, Easter Kinkell, Conon Bridge IV7 8HY Tel. 01349 864024 

Treasurer: Mr Jim Bremner 

Strathmore, Gairloch Crescent, Conon Bridge IV7 8BQ Tel. 01349 861412 

Freewill Offering / Gift Aid: Mrs Isabel MacKenzie Tel. 01349 864387 

Roll Keeper / Order of Service / Website: Mr John Smith 

The Finches, Strathdrynie, Dingwall IV15 9UJ Tel. 01349 865915  

Newsletter Committee: Miss Emma Smith, Mrs Janette Steele, Mr Hugh Steele   

Pastoral Care Team: Mrs Janette Steele 

17 Muirden Road, Maryburgh IV7 8EJ Tel. 01349 861591 

Guild Contact: Miss Janet Winchester 

3 Burnside Lane, Conon Bridge IV7 8EX Tel. 01349 865308 

Sunday Club: Mr Tommy McGregor  

102 Birch Drive, Maryburgh IV7 8ES Tel 01349 866181 

Ferintosh Youth Fellowship: Mr Tommy McGregor  

102 Birch Drive, Maryburgh IV7 8ES Tel 01349 866181 

Child Protection: Mr Hugh Fraser 

Achnasoul, Muir Of Ord, IV6 7XA Tel.  01997 433384 

As always, we welcome any comments, questions or suggestions about the newsletter. 

Submissions are now invited for the next edition of the Focus - these can be made to 

members of the editorial team, or sent by email to strathdrynie@gmail.com  
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Contents 
I’ve enjoyed putting this issue together because I’ve been able to use many 

pictures of what’s going on within the congregation. It’s wonderful to capture 

these moments; sometimes posed with a smile and sometimes captured in the 

midst of the hustle and bustle. While in this printed version the colour is lost, a full 

colour edition is available to view on the website. 

  

We usually take pictures at the best of times, when something new and exciting 

is happening. When family are visiting, a trip to somewhere different or a meal 

out with friends. How often do we stop and think of taking a picture of 

housework, an afternoon spent reading or a walk down a familiar path? That 

might seem a little excessive, but do we ever capture what goes on in a Church 

service, a Bible Study or in sharing a cup of tea together? At the heart of the 

congregation is a love of God and a wish to celebrate and worship Him daily 

and weekly together. It would be excellent to get some pictures of those 

Church activities for the next edition of the Focus! 
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As always, we welcome any comments, questions or suggestions about the 

newsletter. Submissions are now invited for the next edition of the Focus - these 

can be made to members of the editorial team, or sent by email to 

strathdrynie@gmail.com  
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Minister’s Message 
 

The Church was a hive of activity the day of our 

Strawberry Fayre. Gazebos went up, but 

unfortunately the rain came down. However, 

despite this, spirits were not dampened and if you 

have had a look at our web site, at the pictures 

taken that day, you will see there is not a frown to 

be seen, only smiles and happy faces. 

 

God calls us all to work with him for the glory of His 

Kingdom and will call us in different ways depending 

on the gifts and skills He has given us. But no matter 

how or where we are called to serve the Lord, we can 

indeed rejoice at all times, even if we find ourselves in places or situations that we would 

rather not be in or when faced with obstacles or difficulties that are testing. For everywhere 

we go, God is always with us and we are reminded of Paul’s words to the Philippians, ‘I can 

do all things through Him who gives me strength…’’ (Phil. 4:13). These are words that Paul 

lived by as he served the Lord throughout his missionary journeys. Even when facing 

persecution, imprisonment and life threatening situations, still Paul could rejoice in the Lord – 

and so can we, in whatever we find ourselves doing for the Lord. 

 

I hope and pray that you all have a wonderful summer – no matter what the weather has in 

store. If you are travelling somewhere may God go with you and keep you safe and well. 

 

With every blessing, 

Andy 

 

 

Whilst we have a very dedicated group of volunteers who give up their time to serve others 

as the Pastoral Care Team, we can always make use of more talents. We provide transport 

mainly to appointments of various types. People in Care Homes are also visited occasionally 

as are any at home who’d like a visit. 

 

The Team knows everyone cannot be “hands on” involved with the Team but we do 

appreciate the prayers you offer for the work carried out in Christ’s name. 

 

If you can help please make contact with the Minister or the coordinator, Janette Steele 

(01349 861591). 
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Church Activities 
 

The Guild members enjoyed a very successful autumn/winter session and are delighted to 

welcome some new members to the group. 

 

Some folk managed to make the journey to Perth to meet up with our link guild from Port 

Glasgow and again had a successful trip. 

 

Since few could make the trip to Perth, an evening at Munro’s Nurseries was organised and 

had an excellent turnout of members and friends. Tea was served initially, followed by a talk 

and questions and answers led by Colin Munro. Thereafter, it was time to wander and 

purchase some of the merchandise on offer. A really great evening out! 

 

We intend returning to Cameron House in Inverness at the beginning of July with the theme 

of VE Day. If you can help with any memories, memorabilia and ideas, please speak to Janet 

Winchester. 
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Christian Aid Week: 10-16th May 2015 

 
This year's fund raising week for Christian Aid organised by Ferintosh Church raised the 

magnificent sum of £2221.23, an increase on last year's total!  In May this year 17 

volunteers went door-to-door in Conon Bridge, Maryburgh, & Loch Ussie braving the 

elements, to help achieve this total.  A soup lunch, Scottish song quiz, book sale, plus 

additional donations through the 'plate' in Church, and contributions from Maryburgh 

Free Church, were additional ways of fund raising. 

 

Over the years the number of volunteers has fallen, but the sterling efforts of those who 

give of their time so generously has enabled Ferintosh to achieve a very creditable sum 

to send to Christian Aid to help with their valuable charitable work overseas, and much 

appreciated by those working in this aid work, and those in receipt of the great benefits 

created by the money raised. 

 

It is not too early to plan 2016's fund raising week, and if anyone feels they can help in 

any way, be it simply a new idea for raising money, please do get in touch.   

 

Thanks go to all who donated in any way to the success of our collection this year. 

 
Joan MacKenzie 

jmackenzie10@btinternet.com  

07733196633     01997433291 

 

 

  

Anil was working away in Kathmandu with his 

brother, Amrid, when the powerful earthquake 

struck. They'd left their mother and two sisters 

behind in Gorkha. Following the quake, they 

made the treacherous journey back to find their 

home demolished.  

 

Fortunately, their mother Laxmin and two sisters, 

Pramilla and Rasmilla, survived. 

 

‘If we had the money, we would rebuild [our 

family home] but at the moment, we just don’t 

know what we’ll do to survive,’ said Anil. 
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Bible Study - Ruth 
 

Background Information: 

The book of Ruth was written during the period of The Judges of Israel, sometime between 1350 and 

1050 BC. We do not know who the author is, but many believe it to be Samuel. It was a dark period 

in the history of Israel when society was crumbling apart and when many were living simply to please 

themselves. God had been abandoned and forgotten by many, as worship of other foreign gods 

and idols swept through the land. The aim of this book is to show how three people, and in particular 

Ruth, remained faithful to God throughout this period. Of Ruth herself, very little is known other than 

what we read of in these chapters, but as they unfold, we are presented with the story of an 

astonishing woman of faith. 

  

Chapter 1 – As you read through this chapter, reflect on its over-riding themes. 

 The faithfulness and kindness of Ruth as she shows great loyalty and love towards Naomi. 

 The importance of family relationships and community, especially in times of adversity. 

 The faithfulness of Ruth towards God. 

 

How much are these a part of our daily lives? 

 

Chapter 2 - What can we learn of Ruth in this chapter? 

 She accepted that she was in a difficult situation and set out to do something about it. 

 Not only did she set out to work for her survival, she also worked hard and so we see a strength 

of character in Ruth in the way that she went about things. 

 Again we see her faithfulness shine through in the way that she was prepared to do these 

things – a faithfulness that was rewarded with her needs being provided for. 

 We also see an element of bravery in Ruth as a widowed foreigner prepared to go out into 

the fields in this way. 

 

How valuable are these lessons to us as we go through life? 

 

Chapter 3 - What strikes us as being significant in this chapter? 

 Her obedience in following the advice of Naomi. 

 Her faithfulness as she once again puts her trust in her Mother-in law and in God. 

 Her humility in presenting herself to Boaz as she did. 

 Again her love for and kindness towards Naomi shines through in her behaviour. 

 

Chapter 4 - In this chapter we see Boaz redeem Ruth as he promised he would and take her as his 

wife. The love, kindness and faithfulness shown by Ruth throughout are now rewarded in full. 

Lessons from Ruth: 

In the story of Ruth we see a picture of how we all come to faith in Christ. The story begins with a dire, 

hopeless situation where, on the surface at least, there is nothing at all to look forward to. Yet through 

an acceptance of her situation, a desire to change it and the faith to do so, Ruth effectively re-builds 

her life. This is exactly what God can and will do for us through Christ, when we act in the way that 

Ruth did. The ending where Boaz redeems Ruth looks forward to Christ redeeming us. 

 

Although we have focussed on Ruth, we also see in Naomi and Boaz tremendous faith in God and a 

willingness to follow Him and His ways. This is a story of God’s grace in the midst of difficult 

circumstances, of hope where there is despair, and serves to remind of how God can and will act in 

our lives if we allow Him to do so. 
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Social & Fellowship 
 

River Café 

 

This has now finished for the summer break and we look forward to welcoming everyone 

back in September. Thanks to all who have supported this Church activity in any way. 

Whether you provided home baking, set up the hall and served on the day, or came along 

for your cuppa and chat, your help and support has been greatly appreciated. If you feel 

you can provide baking on an occasional basis, please contact Janet Murray. Many thanks. 

 

Sunday Teas 

 

On behalf of all who attend, thanks go to everyone who helps at this important part of our 

Sunday Worship. If you feel you can help out on an occasional basis, please add your name 

to the list in the Church hall. It is easier and more helpful if you can work with another person, 

so why not ask a friend to join you? Many thanks. 

 

Strawberry Fayre 

 

As the day for the Strawberry Fayre drew closer, several people were hard at work, gathering, 

labelling and pricing items for our selection of stalls. On the eve of the event, a small band 

gathered in the hall and set up the tables for teas and prepared the kitchen for the array of 

delicious home bakes, we knew would appear. Saturday 6th June was unfortunately a cold, 

wet and windy day, although the spirits of everyone involved were happy! While some of the 

men struggled against the elements to erect gazebos in the Church grounds, other people 

were busy indoors, sorting out the various goods and goodies for sale, which had been kindly 

donated.   

 

The teas (especially the scones etc. with strawberries) were most enjoyable and as usual, we 

had a wide variety of plants for sale and a good selection of home produce on our cake 

and candy stall. The "Surprise Pockets" stall was a welcome addition and provided lots of 

nice surprises for those who participated.  Our "Sunshine Stall" also attracted a lot of interest 

as everything on sale was the colour yellow. A lot of time and imagination went into this as 

for months, people have been looking out for yellow items, while doing their shopping. Thanks 

to all who contributed to this unusual stall. Meanwhile Martin was busy with the "Old Style 

Games" and set up a good selection of activities for both young and old to participate in. 

There was croquet, hopscotch, tug of war, plate golf, to name but a few activities available.  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported this event in any way and the grand sum of £600.13 

has been raised to date for Church funds. 

 

Janet Murray 

Social Convener 
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Strawberry Fayre 2015 

 

 
 

These photos (and more) can be seen in colour on the Church website.  
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The Church’s Finances 
 

The Church’s Stated Annual Meeting was held in the Church Hall on Wednesday, 18th March 

and amongst other matters heard the Treasurer, Jim Bremner, give his report on the Church’s 

finances for the year ended 31st December 2014.  He reported that – 

 

The income generated by offerings in 2014 amounted to £44,290.   This is £1,866 lower than 

for 2013. 

 

Other Ordinary General Income (which includes investment income, donations from 

Weddings and Funerals and income for the use of the Hall, etc.) showed a welcome increase 

of £2,675 over that of 2013. 

 

Total Ordinary Income for 2014 was, therefore in total, higher than in 2013 by £809.       

 

The Church’s Expenditure in 2014 amounted to £54,328.  This was much lower than in the 

previous year by £6,832 but despite this, our Church’s General Fund ended the year with a 

deficit of £2,893.   

 

At a recent (May) meeting of the Congregational Board Mr Bremner again alerted members 

by highlighting the fact that, during the five months which have passed in 2015, the total 

monthly deficits already amount to £3,571. An average of £715 per month.  

 

It will be appreciated that these deficits cannot be allowed to continue and although the 

Board continually tries to reduce the Church’s spending it needs to encourage increasing its 

income. One way this may be achieved is by asking those members of the congregation 

who are taxpayers (and haven’t already done so) to sign up to the Gift Aid scheme where 

the Church is able to claim an additional 25% of their offerings from the Inland Revenue at 

no additional cost to the giver.  

 

Mr Bremner and the Congregational Board thank those members of the congregation who 

have already increased their level of giving through the Freewill Offering and Gift Aid 

Schemes and the Open Plate and especially those who have signed the declaration for Gift 

Aid offerings. They also want to thank those who made their offering through the Church’s 

Monthly Bank Standing Order Scheme.  Hopefully other members of the congregation will 

wish to increase their offering or change their method of giving and to do so, they are invited 

to contact Mr. Bremner (in confidence) at 01349 861412. 
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CrossReach Update 
 

  
 

The Church of Scotland recognises that every church goer cannot be involved with all these 

areas of need and has this wonderful social care organisation which has been in place since 

the 19th Century! 

 

The Mission Statement reads “In Christ’s name we seek to retain and regain the highest 

quality of life which each individual is capable of experiencing at any given time”. 

Here are some fund-raising events which have taken place recently. 

 Dalgety Parish Church gave the proceeds of their Harvest 

Thanksgiving Appeal to CrossReach’s Perth Prison Visitors and Advice 

Centre. They donated £3,220, a magnificent effort (more below). 

 11 headquarters staff at Charis House ran in the 5k run as part of the 

Edinburgh Marathon Festival to reburbish the crèche at Bluebell 

Postnatal Depression services in Glasgow. 

 20 teams took part in the inaugural Moderator’s Golf Challenge at 

Craigielaw Golf Club and over £5000 was raised for CrossReach’s 

Children and Family Services. 

 

If you want to learn more about the work of CrossReach, the latest 

CrossReach News is available at the back of the Church. 
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Sunday Club & Youth Fellowship 
 

Trip to the Cathedral 

On Friday 24th April Sunday Club and FYF had a 

visit to the Cathedral in Inverness.  The children 

and adults were shown round by Bishop Mark 

Strange who was very informative and 

engaging.  Several children volunteered to try 

on the various robes which are worn for special 

services along with the beautiful rings, which 

were very heavy.  We saw the Bishops seat, the 

Christening Font and learnt about Bishop 

Eden.  The children also went to the bell tower 

where they got to ring the bells. Lots of 

interesting history about the Cathedral 

was discussed and enjoyed by everyone. The 

evening ended with a prayer by Bishop 

Mark and a leaving song as we walked down 

the aisle. 

 

Trip to the Ambulance Depot 

Our second trip was to the Ambulance Station in Inverness on Monday evening 1st May.  We 

were shown round the Control Room where folk from the NHS and the Emergency Services 

work together as a team. Training Officer Shirley Wright handed out wound bandages to the 

children and encouraged them to apply a bandage on each other’s wrist. Children were 

also instructed on how to call on the emergency service team. 

 

The highlight of the evening was the being shown all the equipment being carried in the 

ambulance vehicle. Unfortunately the first ambulance we entered was called out on an 

emergency and we had to exit it very quickly. We were no sooner in the second ambulance 

when it was called out too. Third time 

lucky, we saw most of the equipment 

and even managed to be shown how 

to take someone's temperature, pulse 

and blood pressure.  Brett's Gran 

volunteered to be the patient, before 

this ambulance was called out too with 

the blue light flashing and the siren on. 

The children asked lots of questions and 

said they enjoyed the visit. The evening 

ended with juice and crisps being 

handed out to everyone by Pauline. 
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Over the last session the Sunday Club have been using First Bible Stories, Christian Focus Bible 

Stories and You Tube to learn and discuss Christian stories from Luke chapters 6, 7, 8, 10. 17 

and 19 and Matthew chapters 5, 7 and 18 this was followed by games and one of the 

following-crafts, word search quiz, singing or a colouring in  poster. Each week the children 

are also encouraged to write a small prayer on the back of an elastoplast dressing which 

they stick onto a chart. 

  

Some children entered the Cross Reach 

Christmas Card Competition in March and we 

have just received a certificate for entering 

some great designs but we did not win this 

time.  I have put up the certificate and some 

of the bright paper cut out designs on our 

board in the Hall.  Have a look. 

 

First Aid Training 

Isobel kindly ran a First Aid a Work course on 

Saturday 16th May in the Church Hall which 

was attended by five adults and two young 

people.  It was a very informative and 

practical day.  Thank you Isobel. 

 

 

To solve this puzzle let the 

letters “fall” into the 

spaces below. You will 

have to decide which 

letter should be in each 

box to make a well-

known Bible verse. 
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Messy Church 

Over thirty Children from 5 - 12yrs had lots of fun at the Palm Sunday themed Messy Church 

which was organised by Heidi with activities led by many willing volunteers. The children 

enthusiastically made woolly donkeys to noisy squonks, badges, lots of games, and a 

wonderful Messy Church snack with jelly, squirty cream and much more.  Heidi enthralled the 

children with her thoughts on Palm Sunday and Easter then led the children in what was the 

highlight for children and adults alike "Jesus you're my Superhero!" song and dance routine.   

 

 
 

 

 

Rev’d Andrew Graham has started a blog! In 

addition to letting you know more about what’s 

going on in and around the parish you will be able 

to get a sense of what a minister gets up to Monday 

to Saturday.  

 

 

http://ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk 

/category/andys-blog/ 
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A Fond Farewell 
 

It is hard to believe that 7 months has passed so quickly and I said goodbye to Ferintosh Parish 

Church on May 24th. It was a bitter sweet goodbye as I have enjoyed my time so much with 

you all and I am really not quite ready to go. I know myself and Tony feel blessed that the 

Good Lord brought us to you for my first official placement as a Candidate for Ministry of 

Word and Sacrament. You welcomed us in as a family, supported and encouraged me 

personally as I ministered amongst you.  I am grateful for the time I spent under the Rev’d 

Graham’s leadership, I feel I have found a mentor and friend for life in both he and Margaret. 

I always felt supported, encouraged and trusted during my time with you, and I am delighted 

Andy gave me as much to do as he did (I still think I may have been the hardest working 1st 

year candidate though). I was blessed to lead worship, preach, spend time with the children 

and FYF and work among some fabulous volunteers for Messy Church, all experiences that 

God willing will prepare me to be a good parish minister one day. 

 

As many of you know, patience is not a strong point for me, and I do grow impatient along 

this journey as I have 2 ½ years to go until I can look for a charge. I do however know that 

God is equipping and preparing me along this journey and time at Ferintosh was part of the 

equipping. I hold on to my “go to” verse “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, Lean not on your 

own understanding, acknowledge Him in all your ways and He will make your paths straight”, 

and know He is leading, He is guiding, wherever that may take me, my job is just to go.  This 

Sunday will be my first Sunday of 10 in Ullapool. I will be taking services there and two days a 

week doing Parish work until mid-August. In September I will return for my final year at HTC as 

well as doing a 6 month placement at a church within the area. All going well I will start my 

probation at a local church following my graduation in September 2016. While all a bit up in 

the air, I rest assured in my calling and know God goes before me and my family. I ask you 

continue to pray for us as we faithfully follow His call, as I will pray for all of you. 

 

Thank You Ferintosh Parish Church from the bottom of my, Tony and Jack's heart. It has been 

a tremendous privilege to have ministered amongst you and I am forever blessed by the 

experience. We shall not be strangers, as I feel the Hercus family are a part of your 

congregation now and we are forever brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

 

His Blessings, 

Heidi  

 

 

 

Andy, Margaret and Heidi 

enjoy time together at the 

Kirk Session’s farewell lunch. 
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Ferintosh Parish Church meets at 11am and 6.30pm 

each Sunday.  

 

Our friendly and welcoming congregation is made up of 

those from Conon Bridge, Maryburgh and the 

surrounding area. Crèche (for those of pre-school age), 

Sunday Club and FYF meet during the morning service. 

Tea and coffee are served in the Church Hall at the 

close of worship.  

 

You are invited to join us and we pray that you will experience a real sense of 

God’s blessing during your time with us. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Church Register 
 

 

 

 

 

26 March 2015     Miss Sarah Macrae   

9 April 2015         Mrs. Katherine (Kay) MacFarlane  

20 April 2015       Mr. William Alexander (Sandy) Ross 

4 June 2015        Mrs. Violet Nicholson 

 

Funerals  

Church Flowers 

July E. Neilson  R. Urquhart 

 

August S. Telfer  J. Winchester  

J. Smith 

 

September J. Fraser  H. Fraser 

J. Bremner 
 

Church Welcome 
July  Organiser –   Mrs E Blackburn 

5th   Mrs H Drummond 

12th   Mr T Thomas 

19th  Mrs I Munro 

26th  Mrs E Blackburn 

August Organiser –   Mrs J MacKenzie 

2nd       Mrs C Parry 

9th   Muriel MacKay 

16th   Mrs J Cameron 

23rd      Mrs J Cameron 

30th      Mrs A McKee 

 

September Organiser – Mrs J Cameron 

6th   Mrs Wallace 

13th  Mrs D Fraser 

20th     Mrs W Leggett  

27th    Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

Door Count 


