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Church Contact Information 
 
Minister: Rev’d Stephen Macdonald Tel. 01349 864273  

The Manse, Leanaig Road, Conon Bridge, IV7 8BE 

Session Clerk: Mr Martin McLauchlan 

34 Braes of Conon, Conon Bridge, IV7 8AX Tel. 01349 861930 

Treasurer: Mr Jim Bremner 

Strathmore, Gairloch Crescent, Conon Bridge IV7 8BQ Tel. 01349 861412 

Freewill Offering / Gift Aid: Mrs Isabel MacKenzie Tel. 01349 864387 

Roll Keeper / Order of Service / Website: Mr John Smith 
The Finches, Strathdrynie, Dingwall IV15 9UJ Tel. 01349 865915  

Newsletter Committee: Miss Emma Smith, Mr John Smith, Mrs Janette Steele, Mr Hugh 
Steele   

Pastoral Care Team: Mrs Janette Steele 
17 Muirden Road, Maryburgh IV7 8EJ Tel. 01349 861591 

Guild Contact: Mrs Janette Steele 

17 Muirden Road, Maryburgh IV7 8EJ Tel. 01349 861591 

Youth Co-ordinator: Rev’d Stephen Macdonald Tel. 01349 864273 

The Manse, Leanaig Road, Conon Bridge, IV7 8BE 
 

Child Protection: Mr Hugh Fraser 
Achnasoul, Muir Of Ord, IV6 7XA Tel. 01997 433384 

As always, we welcome any comments, questions or suggestions about the newsletter. 

Submissions are now invited for the next edition of the Focus - these can be made to members 

of the editorial team, or sent by email to strathdrynie@gmail.com  

 

A full-colour copy of this newsletter is also available online at ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk  
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“Someday you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead. Don’t you believe a word of it. I shall be 

more alive than I am now. I will just have changed my address. I will have gone into the presence of 

God.” 

 

As soon as the news broke that Billy Graham, internationally renowned evangelist, had died, this quote 

began revolving around the internet. It speaks volumes of a steadfastness in faith, assurance of salvation and 

an excitement for the home that God has made for all of with Him in heaven. 

 

We are called by God to make our home with Him – to let Him into our hearts and dwell there. They say 

moving house is one of the most stressful times we will ever experience (maybe our newly relocated 

Minister would agree!) – and maybe you found letting God “move in” had some similarities! It is not always 

easy to reflect on the sin we possess, ask for forgiveness and move forward to build a home in faith. But it is 

asked of all of us and we have His help in doing so.  

 

He has also provided us a home in our Church community, to support us as we get our belongings in order, 

help us with the maintenance of our faith and ultimately, to look forward together to the day we can move 

out of our earthly home and – just like Billy Graham – change our address to the presence of God. 
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Minister’s Message 
 

Dear friends, 

 

It is with great joy that I write my first message as your new 

minister for the Ferintosh Focus. God has blessed me and my family 

by leading us and guiding us to this lovely Church and Parish and we 

are excited and encouraged by what the Lord will do through His 

Church in these days. Thank you for your kind and warm welcome 

to us as a family and we hope and pray that we will all know the 

blessing of God in our midst as we live and work and worship in 

our Parish. Easter is fast approaching and so we turn our focus to 

this wonderful season for a short time. 

 

Notice that one of the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith was done in secret on Easter Sunday 

morning! When Jesus died on the cross there was a crowd. When Jesus ascended to Heaven there was a 

crowd, but on that resurrection morning there was no crowd, just a stone rolled away and inside an empty 

tomb! 

 

Well, why was the resurrection done in secret? Why did Jesus not rise to crowds awaiting outside? 

 

Simply this – because it places the women, it places the disciples, and it places us all on the same level where 

by faith we believe and apply the power of the truth of the resurrection to our own lives. 

 

So, the women had to trust the testimony of the angels; the disciples had to trust the testimony of the women; 

and we need to trust the testimony of the disciples as we read the bible. Our own testimony is based on those 

who witnessed the empty tomb and who spent time with the risen Lord Jesus. 

 

And notice that all four Gospels testify to the resurrection and give accounts of the resurrection, but only the 

Gospel of Mark draws our attention to a problem faced by the women on that resurrection morning. The 

problem was simply this as we read it in Mark 16:3, “who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the 

tomb?” 

 

A stone of this size would normally take about 20 people to roll away, but there’s only 3 here and so they 

come with a problem which they have no hope of solving. As they discuss, “who will roll the stone away” they 

looked up to find that the stone had already been rolled away! God had already rolled the stone away! God 

had already removed the problem and solved the problem for them. But please notice that God didn’t roll the 

stone away for Jesus benefit, Jesus as we know later in this chapter was able to be with His disciples when all 

the doors were locked. But God rolled away the stone for the faith of the women that morning, for the faith 

of the disciples and for our faith today. 

 

The Lord Jesus could have got passed that stone without it being rolled away, but if the stone was left in place 

the women that morning would never have believed that He had risen, the disciples wouldn’t have believed, 

and we would never believe, thinking in some way that Jesus’ body was still in the borrowed tomb! 
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God rolled away the stone to show the world that the tomb was empty, that Jesus was risen and that the 

grave couldn’t hold Him! We come by faith to worship the Living Jesus who died for our sins, rose again on 

the third day, conquered death and ascended where He is today at the right hand of God the Father. 

 

Friends, if the stone at the tomb was still in place the disciples couldn’t have done as Jesus asked them, ‘to go 

into all the world and preach the Good News!’ If the stone was still in place the Gospel would never have 

reached Conon Bridge and Maryburgh! If the stone was still in place all we would be able to say is that ‘weeping 

endures for a night!’ But because God rolled the stone away on resurrection morning we can say this Easter 

time ‘weeping endures for a night, BUT JOY COMES IN THE MORNING!’ 

 

We are looking forward with GREAT JOY to Easter and we warmly welcome you to come along to any of 

our services:  

Thursday 29 March 7pm; 

Friday 30 March 7pm; 

Sunday 1 April 8:30am (followed by a congregational breakfast in the hall) 

Sunday 1 April 10:15am An Easter egg hunt extravaganza in the church grounds for all the family 

Sunday 1 April 11am Easter Family Service (with even more chocolate eggs!) 

 

We are also very pleased to be starting our weekly evening services again after Easter on Sunday 22 April @ 

6:30pm. The evening services will be held in the church hall where tea and coffee will be served after the 

service.  

 

I hope to see you very soon, 

 

Your Minister and friend, 

 

Stephen 

 

 
The Stated Annual Meeting of this congregation will take place on Wednesday 21st March 

at 7.00pm in the Church Hall, chaired by our Minister, Rev. Stephen Macdonald. The 

accounts for the year 2017 will be presented to the congregation along with the reports on 

the work of the various Church groups throughout the year.  

 

We look forward to seeing YOU there. 

 

 

 

We have a new Church Facebook Page – which will bring you updates 

from life in our congregation. Find us by searching for Ferintosh Parish 

Church. 
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Guild Updates 
 

 
 

The Guild is coming to the end of another successful winter programme.  

 

With the theme of “Go in Love”, we have had love for those who are no longer able to take care of 

themselves because of memory loss when we had an afternoon with Naomi Forbes, Activities Co-ordinator 

at Wyvis House. She talked about and we shared significant music which can have such a wonderful effect on 

people who find it difficult to communicate. 

 

We have had love for children in a talk from Barnados and their work in Inverness. 

 

We also thought of the Highland initiative with Refugees and loving those who have come to live in our local 

area. 

 

Our final meeting on 2nd April at 7.30pm will think about the love of our world in a trip to Africa with Hugh 

and Janette Steele. Everyone will be made most welcome at that meeting. 

 

Nationally, we are coming to the end of a three year cycle of Projects. Since 2015 we have been supporting 

six charities. 

 

Ascension Trust (Street Pastors)     £107,585.41 

Care for the Family (Let’s Stick Together)    £94,570.12 

Christian Aid (Caring for Mother Earth, Bolivia)   £89,785.39 

Feed the Minds (Breaking the Cycle of FGM)   £122,955.28 

Mission International (Haiti Project to Build Community)   £84,183.31 

Prospects (All Friends Together)     £88,041.80 

 

This total at the end of January 2018     £587,121.31 

 

I’m sure you’ll agree that this is a magnificent amount and Ferintosh Parish Church Guild has been part of 

this. It is quite humbling to see what can be achieved a little at a time by working together. 

 

We are looking forward to hearing soon about the next set of Projects. Many charities are eagerly trying to 

be “adopted” by the Guild but only six will be chosen. Watch this space for update. 
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Church Groups 
 

The Pastoral Care Team members try to help people in our community who need a 

little bit of assistance. We take people to appointments either locally or Inverness; we 

visit people either in their own home or in the Care Homes in the area. 

 

The people who call on us find it a very valuable service and we’d like to continue. The 

Team is quite small in number and would welcome any other volunteers. 

 

Maybe you can’t physically be part of the Team. However, the Team appreciates all your prayers for the work 

it does as it tries to do the Lord’s work. 

 

 

The Ladies Bible Study group continues to meet weekly on a Wednesday at 1.30pm in the Church Hall. 

The meeting usually lasts about an hour. 

 

Since Christmas we have been trying a different method of study designed by Precept 

Ministries entitled “Living A Life of True Worship”. Each study is meant to be studied in the 

time we meet with no “homework” beforehand. It is fair to say some have found this method 

challenging but it has also been rewarding in many ways. 

 

During Lent we are using Cover to Cover material “Invitations from the Cross” and so far have examined: 

Invitation to forgiveness, Invitation to Service and Invitation to Hope. The last three are concerned with 

Adoption, Empathy and Trust. 

 

We are so grateful for the dedicated group of ladies who come along to study the Word of God. We’d love 

to have more people join us. Please give prayerful consideration to coming along even if you can’t commit to 

every week.  

 

The group continues well into summer. So there is still time to come along! 

 

 

The Fellowship of the Least Coin charity gives micro loans to women throughout the 

world which help to lift them and their families out of poverty and help to educate the next 

generation. April is the end of their financial year and we like to send our monies as soon 

as we can. 

 

Please contact Janette Steele if you have been collecting for this cause throughout the year. 
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Church in our Community 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During March, the Highland Foodbank has asked us at Ferintosh if we could 
donate tins of ham, tins of mince, tins of corned beef and packets of sugar. 

Yes, we know that in this day and age no one should be relying on charity but the 

sad fact is that many in our society really struggle to make ends meet usually through 

no fault of their own. Some go to the foodbank because they have lost their income, 

their home or are suffering ill health and money has dried up. Just think, it could be 

me or you! Where would you turn? 

Donations from Ferintosh have been very generous and we thank you for that. 
Unfortunately, the need seems to grow too. 

Do think about donating whatever you can in non-perishable foods, toiletries, 

sanitary items, baby items or household cleaning items. 

‘Mandy’ 

Mandy, in her forties, had just lost her husband, and she and her teenage son were 

facing financial pressures. The cost of the funeral was covered, but they were 

having difficulty meeting the additional costs associated with their bereavement - 

the extra journeys, the cost of feeding family members who came to Inverness for 

the funeral.  It was a great comfort to Mandy and her son in their grief to know 

that for the next few days they didn't need to worry about food. 

 

 

Seaforth House 

 

Our December worship service took the form of a lively nativity play with narrations, the 

residents and helpers being scene players attired with some minimalist costumes; the crowns 

having been borrowed from Ferintosh Sunday Club. 
 

Our February worship celebrated creation with choruses and a catchy creation video 

song.  Helpers and residents displayed visuals to remind us of what God created on what day 

and how it was very good, especially God creating us. 
 

On both these occasions we were asked to visit a lady who was too ill to attend the group 

worship so we sang and prayed with her. 
 

It has only been possible to present the activity based worship as we have been doing because 

of the faithful helpers who assist each time. Feel free to join us each first Sunday of a two 

monthly rota, April and June being the next visits due.  Irene 
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Christian Aid 

This International Women’s Day, Christian Aid are celebrating women involved in Christian Aid programmes 

who are bucking stereotypes, breaking the barriers and standing up to be heard. 

From the survivor to the leader, the rebel to the entrepreneur, these are women who are making a difference 

in their communities and inspiring people around the world. We will feature a number of these women in the 

next issues of the Ferintosh Focus. 

 

The Farmer 

Anne Jackson — lead farmer, ECRP programme, Malawi 

As a lead farmer in Christian Aid’s ECRP programme in 

Malawi, Anne Jackson inspired her community to harness their 

own expertise and help one another. 

Lead farmers were selected by their villages to receive training 

in climate-smart agriculture techniques, which they 

demonstrate and pass on to the wider community. 

Anne says: ‘We used to plant a large area and our crop yield 

was low. ‘We now plant a much smaller area but the crop 

yield is greater. People listen to me.’ 

Christian Aid week 13 - 19 May 2018 

 

May I appeal to the generosity of the congregation of Ferintosh Church of Scotland  

to volunteer to help in someway in this year's fund raising events for Christian Aid.   

Door to Door collections have been the norm for a number of years, thanks to  

volunteers 'shaking cans' at doors in Maryburgh and Conon Bridge. Soup Lunches  

have also been successful and last year a Big Brekkie event was introduced.  The average sum raised 

each year has been just over £2,000 thanks to the efforts of all those involved in the events and 

donations through envelopes.   

 

At the time of writing no decisions have been made regarding this year's fund raising, so I would be 

interested to receive suggestions on how we can continue to support Christian Aid, and for anyone 

who feels they can offer support in any way to contact me, Joan MacKenzie, 

on jmackenzie10@btinternet.com, 0199743329 or 07733196633, but of course speaking to me face-to-

face over a cup of tea in the Church Hall on a Sunday is definitely the preferred option! 

 

More information on Christian Aid is available on the web site, with magazines highlighting their 

achievements in helping the needy throughout the world, available in church over the coming weeks. 

 

Joan MacKenzie 
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CrossReach 
 

“Passengers Leaving for China 

via Flights of Imagination, please 

make your way to 

Whinnieknowe Lounge, where 

your journey to Beijing is about 

to commence.” 

 

On 16 February the 4th 

Armchair Travel session at 

our Whinnieknowe Care 

Home in Nairn took the 

residents and staff on a trip to 

the Orient. 

 

With strains of beautifully distinctive Chinese music wafting from the Lounge, residents excitedly gathered for 

their afternoon’s journey.  Each resident brought along their ‘Armchair Travel’ passport which was 'stamped'. 

 

An image of an aircraft leaving for China opened the slideshow featuring maps, pictures of the national flag, 

traditional dress, well known buildings and landmarks and the national dress opened the activity. An 

enthusiastic discussion with associated images about Chinese New Year, the Forbidden City, the Terracotta 

Army, The Great Wall, the significance of the dragon and the growth of the economy over the last 20 years 

followed. 

 

Travel brochures were available along with tourist leaflets, postcards, clothing musical instruments and 

currency for residents to look through and chat about. During the discussions, videos of interest about the 

country played in the background for those who would rather watch and listen. 

 

Next came the taster session: special fried rice, noodles, prawn toast and spring rolls, with authentic chopsticks 

from China and Burma.  Marg was the 'chopstick champion' amazing everyone as she'd never used chopsticks 

and the residents who had never tried any Chinese food before noted they really enjoyed the noodles. 

 

A member from the local church and granddaughter of one of the residents shared her experiences of learning 

Mandarin during a short school trip to China. 

 

The time passed quickly.  Participants (residents, friends and family) noted how much they had enjoyed this 

journey and that they are looking forward to the next one. 

 

Previous trips have taken the CrossReach Whinniknowe residents to Canada, Switzerland and Nepal.  Ireland 

is next on the list to coincide with St. Patrick's Day, and plans are in place for an ‘excursion’ to Spain to take 

place in April.   
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Bible Study 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

The Greek word agape is often translated "love" in the New Testament. And the essence of agape love is self-

sacrifice. Unlike our English word “love,” agape is not used in the Bible to refer to romantic love.  

Nor does it refer to close friendship or brotherly love, for which the Greek word philia is used. Nor does agape 

mean charity, a term which the King James translators carried over from the Latin. Agape love is unique and is 
distinguished by its nature and character. 

This love isn’t the love where you hopelessly fall head over heels in love, this love is an act of the will. Remember 

Jesus said to love your enemies, well you’re not going to fall head over heels in love with your enemies but as an 
act of the will you can love them long before you have a feeling or an emotion. 

This love gets to grips with the reality of the calling of God on every believer, to love one another and to love your 

enemies. This love Paul writes about is a spiritual discipline and he goes on to describe the many facets of this agape 
love through v4-8, in fact he highlights 15 marks of this love: 

1. Love is patient: this means having a long fuse and not a short fuse. It means being patient in every area 

of life. 

2. Love is kind: kindness is the counterpart of patience or if you like patience and kindness go hand in hand. 

3. Love does not envy: jealousy was one of the biggest problems in Corinth and envy is at the heart of 

much that is wrong in the world today. 

4. Love does not boast: or in other words – love is not anxious to impress. 

5. Love is not proud: or love is not puffed up. It’s been said that arrogance has a big head – but love has a 

BIG HEART. 

6. Love is not rude: love is courteous and polite, love is gracious and full of good manners. 

7. Love is not self-seeking: true love is always unselfish. 

8. Love is not easily angered: anger blames people because if they weren’t around I wouldn’t be feeling 

these emotions – it’s their fault. This always tends to lead us to fail to recognise our own irritability. 

9. Love keeps no records of wrongs: this agape love does not store up all the wrongs committed against 

us – this love is not like an Ebenezer Scrooge that keeps a ledger of debts. This love is a forgiving love. 

10. Love does not delight in evil: This means that love cannot stand gossip because love rejoices in the 

truth. 

11. Love always protects: love never brings up the past to point fingers at others but love always protects. 

12. Love always trusts: or love is always prepared to give the benefit of the doubt. 

13. Love always hopes: Love refuses to take failure as final and always looks forward. 

14. Love always perseveres: This means that this love shows a determination to love which is a spiritual 

discipline. 

15. Love never fails: if the other 14 descriptions were the blocks to make the building then the last 
description of love is the capstone to it all. 

You’ll notice that all these facets of love are not actually what love is but WHAT LOVE DOES. Also, these four 

verses perfectly describe the character of Jesus. So, if we remove the word love in v4-8 and add Jesus Name instead, 

it would read: Jesus is patient, Jesus is kind…etc. But then also notice how incredibly difficult it is to try and put 

our names in place of the word love in v4-8?! This is the importance of knowing Christ and having Christ as Saviour 

and Lord of our lives. We can show these facets of love when we have the One who is Love – the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

May we as Christians and as the Church continue to be known for this incredible Love of 1 Corinthians 13. 
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Sunday Club enjoyed playing the bells and singing some carols at Wyvis House before Christmas and at the 

Nativity play in Church. Since then we have been thinking about how Jesus accepts, includes and loves us, 

reading from Matthew and Mark in the Bible. Now we are exploring the Easter story.  
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Social Calendar 

 

RIVER CAFE: This continues on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, during school term time, from 2pm-

3.30pm. If you haven't been before, or are a regular attendee, why not drop in for some tea/coffee, home 

baking and the chance to enjoy a chat together? We look forward to welcoming you there. Would you 

consider helping on an occasional basis at this event, either by providing baking, serving the tea or washing the 

dishes? Your help would be gratefully appreciated. 

 

FORTHCOMING DATES: Wednesdays 11th April, 9th May, 13th June 

 

 

BEETLE DRIVE: On Saturday 10th February, 11 adults and 5 children spent a most enjoyable evening trying 

to create the perfect "Beetle". Some were more successful at this than others! The recognisable cries of "I 

need a 6" or "I need a head" could be heard throughout the hall as drawings of these strange creatures gradually 

emerged. The winner for the evening was Anna Cruickshank, followed closely by Janet Murray, while needing 

a bit more practice was Susan Wallace! The scores were generally very good, showing how competitive the 

players were. A light supper was enjoyed between the 2 sets of games. 
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SUNDAY TEAS: It is encouraging to have so many people come together for tea/coffee following Morning 

Worship. Many thanks to everyone who kindly provides the tea and biscuits etc. If you would be willing to 

help with this on an occasional basis, please add your name to the list, as once again your help would be most 

welcome and gratefully appreciated. Perhaps you and a friend could do this together 

 

 
SOUP LUNCHES: These have now finished for this session. Having taken on board your comments from 

previous soup lunches, we tried a different format this time and did not have speakers, which allowed more 

time to chat together. Following a short time of devotions, we enjoyed delicious home-made soups and tea 

and biscuits which seemed to be appreciated by all who attended. 

 

  
 

 
 

COFFEE MORNING: This was held in the Church Hall on Saturday 2nd December 2017 and raised over 

£700. This was to purchase a wheelchair and blankets for emergency use. However, Mr and Mrs J. Attwood 

kindly donated a wheelchair and blanket for this purpose and another person donated a 2nd blanket, so as 

stated on our posters, the surplus money would go to support other church activities. This was a most 

enjoyable event and it was great to hear the buzz and chatter in the hall. We are grateful to those people and 

to all who supported this worthwhile event.  

 

 

Many thanks go to everyone who supports the social events in any way as without your help and support, they could 

not take place. If you feel you would like to become more involved with these activities, please get in touch. 

 

 Janet Murray 
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Book Review  
The Glory of Heaven by John MacArthur 

 

 
 

Our pictures of heaven range from comical to curious, mystical to fictitious with maybe just a dash of Bible 
thrown in. Angels will be there but thanks to TV says MacArthur they are believed to have big wings and white 

robes. But the Hollywood interpretation won’t do because he says that the truth is better than any creative 

minds can imagine. The only authoritative place to find the truth is in God’s Word, the Bible. This book opens 

up the Scripture verses to reassure every Christian of their future home. 

A lot of the verses we will be familiar with but they are helpfully enlarged upon to remind us that in death our 

soul goes immediately into the presence of the Lord as Jesus promised on the cross to the thief, ‘Today you 

will be with me in paradise’. He expounds on the parable of Lazarus and the rich man to refute either ‘soul 

sleep’ or purgatory and reassures us that God who made humankind to have both body and soul demands in 

ultimate perfection of the eventual unity of both in the final resurrection. 

He argues that the creation of a new heaven and a new earth also demands that we have bodies and he 

reassures us that heaven is a real place where the redeemed will have real bodies like the resurrection body 

of Jesus Christ. There is a place ready for every believer because Christ promised that he was going to prepare 

a place for us. 

Irene Munro 
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Ferintosh Parish Church meets at 11am and 6.30pm each 

Sunday.  

 

Our friendly and welcoming congregation is made up of those 

from Conon Bridge, Maryburgh and the surrounding area. 

Crèche (for those of pre-school age), Sunday Club and FYF meet 

during the morning service. Tea and coffee are served in the 

Church Hall at the close of worship.  

 

You are invited to join us and we pray that you will experience 

a real sense of God’s blessing during your time with us. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Register 
 

 

 

 

 

10 December 2017  William John Mackenzie 

27 December 2017  Janette Fraser  

30 December 2017  Isobel Lily MacKenzie 

17 January 2018  Johan Morrison 

19 January 2018  Isabella Roy 

9 February 2018  Brenda Fawcett 

22 February 2018          David Duncan 

 

 

Funerals  

Church Flowers 

 
April  Hugh Fraser  Hugh Fraser 

  Mhairi MacKenzie Mhairi MacKenzie 

     Anne MacKay 

 

May Tom MacGregor Tom MacGregor  

Joan MacKenzie John Smith 

 

June Janette Steele  Janette Steele 

 Jim Bremner  Jim Bremner  

 

 

     

 
 

Church 

Welcome 
April  Organiser –   Miss J Winchester 

1st   Miss J Winchester 

8th   Mrs M Wilson 

15th   Helen MacLennan 

22nd   Sheena Telfer 

29th    Mrs P Gillanders 

May  Organiser –  Mrs J MacKenzie 

6th   Mrs J McCulloch 

13th   Mrs J Steele 

20th   Mrs J MacKenzie 

27th      Miss M MacKenzie 

 

June  Organiser – Mrs J Murray 

3rd   Shona Menzies 

10th  Mrs J Murray 

17th      

24th    Sheena Telfer 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Count 

Baptism  
28 January 2018 Isla Brooke Collinson 

 


