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Last  Sunday Morn ing,  I  s tood at  the c losed gates  of  the church ready to te l l  fo lk

that  the church doors  were c losed and that  there would be no church serv ice.

For  the hal f  hour  that  I  was at  the church I  was th ink ing of  what  Sunday morn ings

used to be l i ke  and a l l  the people who would gather  to  worsh ip God.  I  miss

church SO much! ! !

 

F r iends ,  the p icture on the f ront  cover  of  th is  ‘Worsh ip at  Home’  out l ine a lso

hangs above my desk  in  the s tudy.  I  love the p icture because i t  reminds me that

the gates  and the doors  of  our  church wi l l  be opened again .  I t  reminds me that

we wi l l  not  a lways  be i so lated f rom one another  and that  we wi l l  be able to

return  one day hopefu l l y  soon to gather  again  to  worsh ip God on the Lord ’s  Day

in  the church.  But  unt i l  that  day ,  my hope i s  that  th is  shorter  order  of  serv ice wi l l

cont inue to he lp us  as  we turn  our  eyes  toward Jesus  Chr is t  who i s  Immanuel ,

God with  us .  May God be with  us  a l l  as  we cont inue to worsh ip the God of

Heaven,  Father ,  Son and Holy  Spi r i t .

w w w . f e r i n t o s h p a r i s h c h u r c h . o r g . u k



1, God is our refuge and our strength,

in straits a present aid;

 

2, Therefore, although the earth remove,

we will not be afraid:

Though hills amidst the seas be cast;

 

3, Though waters roaring make,

And troubled be; yea, though the hills,

by swelling seas do shake.

 

4, A river is, whose streams do glad

the city of our God;

The holy place, wherein the Lord

most high hath his abode.

 

5, God in the midst of her doth dwell;

nothing shall her remove:

The Lord to her an helper will,

and that right early, prove.

PSALM 46

READING
LUKE 9:28-36
28 Now it came to pass, about eight days

after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and

James and went up on the mountain to pray. 

29 As He prayed, the appearance of His face

was altered, and His robe became white and

glistening. 

30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who

were Moses and Elijah, 

31 who appeared in glory and spoke of His

decease which He was about to accomplish at

Jerusalem. 

32 But Peter and those with him were heavy with

sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw

His glory and the two men who stood with Him. 

33 Then it happened, as they were parting from

Him, that Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good

for us to be here; and let us make three

tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and

one for Elijah"- not knowing what he said.

34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and

overshadowed them; and they were fearful as

they entered the cloud.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

SERMON
Here in Luke 9 we see clearly that Jesus is the

Christ, The Son of God, the second Member of

the Trinity, fully God and Fully man. Where do we

find Jesus in Luke 9 – well, notice that He is

among His disciples but crucially we notice

about the Son of God that although Jesus is like

the disciples – they were not like Him! John wrote

in his Gospel (ch1:14) that the Word (Jesus) took

on flesh and dwelt among us! 

 

In other words, at Christ’s birth something

wonderful happened because the One who the

heavens cannot contain was once contained

within a stable. And the One who cradles the

universe in His hands was once himself cradled

in a manger.

 

So, here is Christ and he is dwelling among His

friends as they ascend this mountain. And

getting onto this mountain Jesus begins to pray

and while praying He is transfigured. Or if you

like the disciples get to see the glory of Christ

that had been veiled by His human flesh.

 

35 And a voice came out of the cloud,

saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!" 

36 When the voice had ceased, Jesus was found

alone. But they kept quiet and told no one in

those days any of the things they had seen.



It’s as though the curtain has been lifted for a

moment in the life of Jesus to reveal His Divine

Glory. It was certainly revealed for Peter, James

& John that day but it’s also revealed for you

and me today by the Scriptures which causes us

to rejoice and sing with all of our hearts that old

hymn: Thine be the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son;

endless is the vict'ry thou o’er death hast won.

 

When Christ’s glory was revealed His clothes

become as bright as lightning but notice that

this light was coming from within; this light was

coming from the One who is actually the Light of

the world! 

 

When the moon shines in the night-sky we can

say that the moon is shining in the spotlight of

the sun as it’s reflecting the light of the sun. But

when Jesus’ glory is revealed here in Luke 9, the

light is not coming from another source because

Christ alone is the source.

 

Christ’s first coming to this earth as a baby in a

manger showed that His glory was veiled by

human flesh, but His coming again will be

different because His human flesh will be

veiled by His glory!

 

And we might be tempted to think today that if

we were there with the disciples and saw Jesus’

transfiguration, and if we saw His glory that day

on the mountain, and if we heard God speak

from heaven confirming Jesus as God the Son,

then we would certainly believe to! 

 

But listen to Peter who witnessed the

Transfiguration with his own eyes! Let me

paraphrase what he writes in his Epistles: (2

Pet.1:16-19) that the Scriptures bring a more sure

message than even being an eyewitness of

Christ’s transfiguration. WOW!!!

 

This is coming from someone who actually

witnessed the transfiguration and the miracles

of Christ. He can say with such clarity that the

Bible gives us the whole of God’s revelation

because it is a light which shines into our hearts

just exactly what the disciples saw that day.

What did they see that day? They saw the

wonder and the glory and the power of

Christ, the Son of God!

 

 

 

Now we also see that Moses and Elijah

appeared in glorious splendour on the mountain

with Christ, and they were in conversation with

Jesus and they were speaking about Christ’s

departure. Or if you like they were speaking

about Christ’s Exodus. As with the first Exodus

there was the spotless lamb and the blood on

the doorposts and there was the Passover where

death passed over all who had the blood on the

doorposts.

 

And so, Moses & Elijah were speaking with Jesus

not about the first Exodus but about the second

Exodus to come. They were speaking about the

greater Exodus of the Cross at Calvary and the

blood, not of a lamb, but the blood of The Lamb

(Jesus) which would be shed so that the sins of

many might be forgiven.

 

Now, it’s interesting to notice here that the

Authors of the first book and the last book of the

Bible were both there that day. Moses who

wrote Genesis & John who wrote Revelation

were if you like two bookends to tell the world

that the bible is all about JESUS. From beginning

to the end it’s all about the glory of Christ and

the redemptive act of His shed blood at Calvary

where He becomes our Sacrificial Lamb for

Salvation!

 

And if that’s not enough to convince us of the

glory that belongs to Christ; then we read in

(verse 34) about the cloud enveloping all who

were gathered on the mountain that day and

God the Father spoke from Heaven about Jesus

and said, This is my beloved Son, Hear Him! 

After this the cloud disappeared and the

disciples saw only Jesus! 

 

For us, as it was for the disciples that day, it’s

still all about Christ! For forgiveness of sins it’s

Christ, for peace with God it’s Christ, for eternal

life it’s Christ, and we find all we need to know

about Christ and His Exodus and our salvation in

the pages of Scripture from Genesis to

Revelation!!

 

John wrote in the Gospel, ‘we beheld His glory

and He dwelt among us!’ 

 

 



HYMN
THOU ART BEFORE ME 
1,Thou art before me, Lord, thou art behind, 

And thou above me hast spread out thy hand; 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

Too high to grasp, too great to understand. 

 

2, Then wither from thy Spirit shall I go, 

And wither from thy presence shall I flee? 

If I ascend to heaven thou art there, 

And in the lowest depths I meet with thee. 

 

3, If I should take my flight into the dawn, 

If I should dwell on ocean’s farthest shore, 

Thy mighty hand would rest upon me still, 

And thy right hand would guard me evermore. 

 

4, If I should say, ‘Darkness will cover me, 

And I shall hide within the veil of night’, 

Surely the darkness is not dark to thee, 

The night is as the day, the darkness light. 

 

5, Search me, O God, search me and know my

heart; 

Try me, O God, my mind and spirit try; 

Keep me from any path that gives thee pain, 

And lead me in the everlasting way.

PRAYER
Our loving and gracious Heavenly Father we come

before you today in the Name of Your Dear Son

Jesus. Have mercy upon us and answer us in peace

we pray. Be very near to us all at this time and help

us by faith to trust Your Word that tells us that You

will never leave us nor forsake us. 

 

We pray particularly today for all who are anxious in

heart and mind because of the Coronavirus

Pandemic. We again remember all the wonderful

NHS staff and emergency services and all the key

workers who continue to serve our communities at

this difficult time. 

 

We ask that Your Loving-Kindness and comfort

would be especially near to families who are

mourning the loss of loved ones and we also

remember families who are worried for their loved

ones undergoing treatments of any kind. 

 

Be near to everyone self-isolating in our

communities and help them to know as the Psalmist

put it: ‘I will not fear, for thou art with me.’ 

 

We give thanks for good neighbours and for the

kindness and support of all in our Parishes who

volunteer to help in any way.

 

We also pray today for those in positions of authority

in local and national government. We ask that they

would be given the strength and wisdom to govern

with grace and compassion. 

 

Lord God, Thank You for Your Word which is a more

sure message that even being an eye witness of the

transfiguration.

 

Help us to read Your Word because in it we find the

Glory of God in Christ, forgiveness of sins, eternal

life and peace with God.

 

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord

Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us

all this day and forevermore, Amen.

We today can behold the glory of Christ on

this Lord’s Day and know that the Lord dwells

among us as we read His precious Word. May

we rest in the fact that we didn’t have to be

there at the manger or at the feeding of the

5000, or be there at the mountain of

transfiguration, or even to be at the cross or

to see an empty tomb. We can know the

fulness of Christ’s redemptive love,

forgiveness, mercy and peace when we turn to

the pages of Scripture which brings a more

sure message than even being an eyewitness

of Christ’s Transfiguration.


