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When my son star ted school ,  he loved p lay ing footbal l  every  Saturday.  The school

organised footbal l  t ra in ing and games for  the pr imary  aged ch i ldren.  But  I  never

knew 5-year  o lds  could be so compet i t i ve .  I  never  knew that  parents  who were

spectators  were just  as  compet i t i ve .  The other  team had no goalkeeper  so one of

the parents  vo lunteered to go in  goal .  We a l l  thought  that  he would let  a  few goals

in  just  to  encourage the l i t t le  ones ,  but  he was sav ing every  shot !  

 

My son and h is  teammates were t ry ing the i r  best  to  score ,  but  th is  parent  was

stopping everyth ing.  That  was unt i l  the Last  minute of  the game.  My sons ’  team were

6-0 down.  A corner !  The bal l  was k icked into the beehive of  5-year  o lds  who were

al l  want ing to get  a k ick  on the bal l .  Amazingly  the bal l  ran a l l  the way through the

crowded penal ty  box to my son and f rom 10 feet  out  he h i t  the bal l  wi th  a l l  the

power  he had and l i ke  a rocket  the bal l  h i t  off  the ins ide of  the goalpost  and into

the net .  The f ina l  whis t le  b lew,  my sons ’  team celebrated l i ke  they had just  won the

game.

w w w . f e r i n t o s h p a r i s h c h u r c h . o r g . u k



1 To God be the glory, great things he has done!

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,

who yielded his life an atonement for sin,

and opened the life gate that we may go in.

 

Refrain:

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father thro' Jesus the Son,

and give him the glory, great things he has done!

 

2 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!

To ev'ry believer the promise of God;

the vilest offender who truly believes,

that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives.

[Refrain]

 

3 Great things he has taught us, great things he

has done,

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;

but purer and higher and greater will be

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

[Refrain]

HYMN

Heavenly Father, 

Draw near to us all on this Lord’s Day as we come to

worship Your Great Name. Hear us and answer us in

peace through your Precious Son Jesus Christ. 

During these difficult and unsettling days, we again

remember and give thanks for all the emergency

services, key workers, and many more who continue

to serve our communities. 

We remember Employers and employees and all who

are anxious about wages and costs of living. We pray

for teaching staff in primary & secondary schools,

colleges and Universities who are doing their very

best to help and encourage students with their

studies.  

We ask that Christ’s great comfort would be known

especially to families who are mourning the loss of

loved ones and families who are worried for loved

ones undergoing treatments of any kind. 

Lord Jesus, meet with us today. Receive our praise,

our adoration, our thanks. Send now Your own Dear

Holy Spirit, the Great Comforter, to help us and to

encourage us, we pray in Jesus Name, Amen.

My son couldn’t wait to get home to tell his

mum about this superb goal. We arrived at

the house, my son put his football gear into

the garage, and I went into the house to tell

his mum about this wonder-goal. A few

minutes later my son came in from the garage

saying, “mum, guess what happened at the

football game today?” Without any hesitation

his mum said to him, “your dad just told me,

you scored a wonder goal!” I had stolen his

thunder, but thankfully he was so happy

about the goal he wasn’t too upset with his

big-mouth dad! Well, for the whole weekend

he shared with great joy the story of his

wonder goal.

 

In the text from Luke 24 we will see two of

Christ’s wider circle of disciples returning

from Emmaus to tell the 11 disciples and

others that they have seen the risen Lord.

They arrive back in Jerusalem with great

enthusiasm to tell everyone. They arrived at

the house where the 11 disciples were staying

but before they could get a word out to tell

of their news, they heard in the room “It is

true! The Lord has risen.” Others knew that

the Lord had risen before they did, and this

was the topic of conversation as Cleopas and

his friend entered the house in Jerusalem. But

rather than this news stealing their thunder it

seemed to encourage them even more to

share about their experience. The bible tells

us that they shared every detail of the

greatest day of their lives, the day they met

the risen Lord.

 

As we turn to God’s word today may we

encounter the risen Christ. By faith, we look

to Him as the Lamb of God who takes away

the sin of the world. The 2 on the Emmaus

road never expected to meet Christ that day,

but Christ fully expected to meet them, today

He fully expects to meet with us. When we

encounter the risen Lord Jesus through the

pages of scripture, we to can know the

wonderful transforming power of His grace

and mercy.

 

PRAYER



Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

13 Now that same day two of them were going to

a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from

Jerusalem. 

14  They were talking with each other about

everything that had happened. 

15 As they talked and discussed these things with

each other, Jesus himself came up and walked

along with them; 

16 but they were kept from recognizing him.

17  He asked them, “What are you discussing

together as you walk along?” They stood still,

their faces downcast. 

18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are

you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not

know the things that have happened there in

these days?” 

19  “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus of

Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet,

powerful in word and deed before God and all

the people. 

20  The chief priests and our rulers handed him

over to be sentenced to death, and they

crucified him; 

21  but we had hoped that he was the one who

was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it

is the third day since all this took place. 

22  In addition, some of our women amazed us.

They went to the tomb early this morning 

23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told

us that they had seen a vision of angels, who

said he was alive. 

24  Then some of our companions went to the

tomb and found it just as the women had said,

but they did not see Jesus.” 

25  He said to them, “How foolish you are, and

how slow to believe all that the prophets have

spoken! 

26  Did not the Messiah have to suffer these

things and then enter his glory?” 

27  And beginning with Moses and all the

Prophets, he explained to them what was said

in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

28 As they approached the village to which they

were going, Jesus continued on as if he were

going farther. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING
LUKE 24: 13 - 35

29  But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us,

for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.”

So he went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them, he took

bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give

it to them.

31 Then their eyes were opened and they

recognized him, and he disappeared from their

sight.

32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts

burning within us while he talked with us on the

road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

33  They got up and returned at once to

Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and

those with them, assembled together 

34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and

has appeared to Simon.” 

35  Then the two told what had happened on

the way, and how Jesus was recognized by

them when he broke the bread.

 



Jesus then gave the disciples a full interpretation of

the Old Testament Scriptures in the light of recent

events. He uses the New Testament light to

interpret the Old Testament Scriptures. In other

words, Jesus reads Himself back into the Old

Testament for the benefit of Cleopas and his

friend, and He did it in 3 stages. We see this in v27:

 

1)“beginning at Moses” (because Moses wrote the

first 5 books of the bible)

2)“all the prophets”

3)“all the scriptures”.

 

This is wonderful! We know that the OT is made up

of three parts: 

1) the Law of Moses or the Pentateuch (the first 5

books of the bible)

2) the Prophets 

3) the Writings (or all the other books in the OT) 

 

Jesus reads Himself back into the Old Testament by

using the scriptures from Genesis right through to

Malachi. Probably never had a journey passed so

quickly! And when it looked as if Jesus was about to

part from them on the outskirts of Emmaus, we are

not surprised to read that the disciples constrained

Jesus to stay with them and continue the Bible

Study. 

 

Having succeeded to persuade Jesus to stay, they

sat down to a meal. Then, as Jesus “took bread, and

blessed it, and broke it, and gave to them, their

eyes were opened, and they knew him; and He

vanished out of their sight” (v30-31).

 

Then immediately walking back to Jerusalem they

turn to one another, they reflect on their recent

journey with Jesus, and say, “Were not our hearts

burning within us, while he talked with us on the

road, and opened the scriptures to us? Why did

their hearts burn within them when Jesus spoke to

them? Because Jesus opened the scriptures to

them. What does Jesus find as he opens the door of

Genesis, then Exodus, then Leviticus, etc! He finds

Himself!

 

Matthew Henry said, “Jesus Christ is himself the

best expositor of scripture, particularly the

scriptures concerning himself.” If he tells us he is to

be found from the very first book of Scripture, then

we’ll find him there.

 

SERMON
The only Scriptures in existence during the

personal ministry of Jesus were the Old

Testament Scriptures. In all His personal

witnessing, in answering all people, whether

seekers after the truth or hypocritical Pharisees,

Jesus used Old Testament Scriptures which

always testified as to who He was and is.

 

We remember Jesus was crucified on the Friday.

On the Sunday following (Easter Sunday), two

of his wider circle of disciples decided to leave

Jerusalem and travel to Emmaus, about seven

miles from Jerusalem. As they talked of “all

these things which had happened” and

“reasoned”; Jesus himself drew near and went

with them. But God prevented them from

recognising Jesus at that time (v16). Jesus noted

their unhappy faces and asked them the cause

of their sadness (v17). 

 

They gave Jesus an account of Christ’s life and

character (v.19), his sufferings and death (v.20),

their consequent disappointment with him

(v.21), and, due to a lack of bodily sightings,

their scepticism regarding reports of a

resurrection (v21).

Jesus told them that their account of Christ’s

life and death exactly matched the predictions

of the Old Testament prophets. They had

believed some of the prophets’ writings,

especially the parts which spoke about the

Messiah’s glory. But they had not believed all

that the prophets had spoken, especially the

parts which spoke of the Messiah’s sufferings

and death. Jesus, therefore rebuked them for

foolish ignorance.

 

So as Jesus walks with these 2 men, He showed

them the divine viewpoint on His own death by

going back to the Old Testament Scriptures to

demonstrate that the Messiah “had to suffer

such things and only then enter His glory.”

 

Matthew Henry said: Jesus does not so much

blame them for their slowness to believe the

testimony of the women and of the angels, but

he blames them for their slowness to believe the

OT; because if they had believed the Old

Testament, they would have been as sure of

Christ’s rising from the dead that morning

as they were of the rising of the sun.

 



And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship of

the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day and

forevermore, Amen.

BENEDICTION

Now, the two disciples were not blind. They saw

Christ with their physical eyes. But this opening

of their eyes is the giving of spiritual sight. In

addition to opening the Scriptures to them, Jesus

opened the shut eyes of their faith. The old hymn

reminds us of the amazing grace of God that

opens the once blind eyes of faith in order that

we can see and know the wonder of Christ, ‘how

precious did that grace appear the hour I

first believed.’

 

Well, they didn’t see him for long before He

vanished. But it was long enough to change their

whole view of the world and their recent past.

As they reflected on the spiritual privileges they

had enjoyed over recent hours, they began to

recognise that the faith that had finally

flourished at the table with Christ had its

beginning on the road. 

 

These strange feelings; that unusual warmth in

the heart; the spiritual excitement they felt as

Jesus opened the Scriptures on the road was

faith being fed; faith being nourished, and faith

being revived. Their problem was dullness of

heart; their need was for a Christ-centred study

of the Old Testament Scriptures. And that’s what

Christ brought to them.

 

We don’t find them comparing notes as they

return to Jerusalem, but they do compare hearts,

as they review Jesus sermon on the road. Their

cold hearts had been warmed. Their dark hearts

were filled with light. Their dull hearts had begun

to glow again.

 

Their plans to settle down for the night were torn

up. They must tell others. They don’t care about

the darkness, the danger, or the distance back

to Jerusalem. Instead they speed back to

Jerusalem, hearts burning, and where they hear

what they have just come to know for

themselves, “The Lord has risen…” (Lk.24:34).

 

HYMN

Refrain:

Since Jesus came into my heart,

Since Jesus came into my heart;

Floods of joy o'er my soul like the sea billows roll,

Since Jesus came into my heart

 

I have ceased from my wand'rings and going

astray,

Since Jesus came into my heart;

And my sins which were many are all washed

away,

Since Jesus came into my heart. [Refrain]

 

I shall go there to dwell in that City I know,

Since Jesus came into my heart;

And I'm happy, so happy as onward I go,

Since Jesus came into my heart. [Refrain]

Almighty God, 

In Christ we are loved with an everlasting love,

Clothed in eternal righteousness,

Our peace flowing like a river,

Our joy and triumph unutterable,

Our souls lively with the knowledge of salvation, 

Our sense of justification unclouded.

All the treasures of a million worlds could not

make us richer, happier, more contented, for

Christ’s unsearchable riches are ours.

One moment of communion with Christ, one view

of his grace, is ineffable, inestimable.

But O God, we could not long after your

presence if we did not know the sweetness of it;

And such we could not know except by your

Spirit in our hearts, nor love you at all unless you

first elect us, call us, adopt us, save us. 

We give thanks for the covenant of grace, 

In Jesus Name we pray, Amen.

 

(Prayer from ‘A collection of puritan prayers’)

What a wonderful change in my life has been

wrought

Since Jesus came into my heart;

I have light in my soul for which long I have

sought,

Since Jesus came into my heart.

 

PRAYER


