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Mart in  Luther  sa id ,  “Let  the person who would hear  God speak ,

read the Holy  Scr iptures . ”  And John Owen pastora l l y  commented,

“ I f  pr ivate reve lat ions  agree with  the Scr iptures ,  they are

needless ;  and i f  they d isagree,  they are fa lse.  The Shorter

Catechism a lso te l l s  us  that  The Word of  God,  which i s  contained

in  the Scr iptures  of  the Old and New Testaments ,  i s  the on ly  ru le

to d i rect  us  how we may g lor i fy  and enjoy  God.  What  a joy  to  be

able to turn  to  the absolute t ruth  of  God’s  Word today and to

worsh ip the God of  our  sa lvat ion.

w w w . f e r i n t o s h p a r i s h c h u r c h . o r g . u k



Lord, bless and pity us,

shine on us with thy face:

That th' earth thy way, and nations all

may know thy saving grace.

 

Let people praise thee, Lord

let people all thee praise.

O let the nations be glad,

in songs their voices raise:

 

Thou'lt justly people judge,

on earth rule nations all.

Let people praise thee, Lord; let them 

praise thee, both great and small.

 

The earth her fruit shall yield,

our God shall blessing send.

God shall us bless; men shall him fear

unto earth's utmost end.

HYMN 

Our Father in heaven, we have joy in our

hearts as we have another opportunity to

worship You on this Lord’s Day. It is good to

sing your praises. It is good to express our

thanks and to express our joy, a joy that we

have come to know in your Son. Today, Lord,

we come to hear from You. You have

spoken. The Holy Bible is your word and we

ask that you would strengthen us to be able

to receive it, be able to understand it and

change our hearts by it. Lord, change our

lives with the washing of Your Word. Show

Yourself mighty in this time. Show Yourself

mighty where we are, and work in lives that

could only be explained by You the living

God. We ask for these things in Jesus' name.

Amen.

PRAYER

1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the

church of the Thessalonians which is in God the

Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be

unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2  We give thanks to God always for you all,

making mention of you in our prayers;

3  Remembering without ceasing your work of

faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope

in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and

our Father; 

4  Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of

God. 

5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only,

but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in

much assurance; as ye know what manner of

men we were among you for your sake. 

6  And ye became followers of us, and of the

Lord, having received the word in much

affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit. 

7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe

in Macedonia and Achaia. 

8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord

not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in

every place your faith to God-ward is spread

abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.

9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of

entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned

to God from idols to serve the living and true

God; 

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he

raised from the dead, even Jesus, which

delivered us from the wrath to come.

SCRIPTURE READING
1 THESSALONIANS 1: 1 -
10 (NKJV)

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER



SERMON
Paul, together with Silas and Timothy, was a vital

agent in bringing the gospel to the Thessalonians.

It was not his, however, but God’s Word that they

received in faith. In his many letters, Paul insists

that a divine message was committed to him

directly by the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ. He

insisted to the Galatians that he was “an apostle –

not from men nor through man, but through Jesus

Christ and God the Father” (Gal. 1:1). He

emphasised: “I would have you know, brothers, that

the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s

gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor

was I taught it, but I received it through a

revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:11-12).

 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 makes the same claim: “when

you received the word of God, which you heard

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men

but as what it really is, the word of God.” Paul uses

a term that means to welcome a treasured guest

into your home. Paul might have said, “You

embraced the Word to your heart” by receiving it

gladly with faith.

 

The Bible teaches that the prophets and apostles

received God’s Word by means of inspiration.

Inspiration refers to the process where the Holy

Spirit conveyed God’s Word to his chosen

messengers. Paul’s classic statement on inspiration

says: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God or

in the (ESV) we read “breathed out by God” (2 Tim.

3:16). We can speak of the expiration of Scripture

as well as its inspiration, since Paul says that God’s

Word is “out-breathed.”

  

God’s explanation given in Isaiah paints the same

picture: “For as the rain and the snow come down

from heaven and do not return there but water the

earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed

to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my

word be that goes out from my mouth” (Isa. 55:10-

11). Peter added that “no prophecy was ever

produced by the will of man, but men spoke from

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit”

(2 Pet. 1:21). As a result of divine inspiration, the

apostles’ message is the very Word of God,

delivered orally to the first Christians and written

down for us.

 

 

 

In 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10, Paul describes three

movements of the gospel as it progressed in

Northern Greece. In verse 5, he says “our gospel

came to you.” Then, in verse 6, “you received the

word.” Finally, Paul says in verse 8 that “the word

of the Lord sounded forth from you.” This is the

gospel progression that has continued

throughout the history of the church. Most

important was the second of these events, the

Thessalonians’ reception of the gospel, recorded

in verses 5-7. Paul notes four features of how

these believers received God’s Word: 1) they

received it through men; 2) they received it from

God; and 3) they received God’s Word so as to

become a model for other believers to follow.

 

Paul refers to the message about Jesus Christ as

“our gospel” (1 Thess. 1:5). This does not mean

that Paul claimed to be the author or origin of

the doctrines he taught. Nor did he believe the

gospel’s success depended on his own strength

or ability. He will frequently refer to it in this

letter as “the gospel of God” (1 Thess. 2:2, 8, 9)

and “the gospel of Christ” (1 Thess. 3:2). Paul’s

gospel was not about himself but about God

and his Son Jesus and the salvation they offer by

grace and through faith. It was Paul’s gospel,

however, in that Paul was relying on it for his

own salvation. It was also a message that had

been entrusted to him. When Christ converted

Paul on the Damascus Road, Jesus said: “he is a

chosen instrument of mine to carry my name

before the Gentiles and kings and the children

of Israel” (Acts 9:15).

 

Christians today have not received the apostolic

office, but we have all been inducted into Jesus’

Great Commission: “Go therefore and make

disciples of all nations, baptising them in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I

have commanded you” (Mt. 28:19-20). Like the

apostles, we will be effective in spreading the

gospel to the extent that we rely on the good

news of Jesus for our own salvation and

embrace our calling to share it with others.

 

 

 



Since Paul’s gospel was not a human but a divine

message, we only truly receive the Scriptures

when we receive them as God’s Word. John

Calvin wrote: “the Holy Scripture will never be of

any service to us, unless we are persuaded that

God is the author of it. Therefore, the Holy

Scripture will be lifeless, and without force, until

we know it is God who speaks in it, and thereby

reveals His will to man.”  

 

To receive the Bible as God’s Word is to

acknowledge its sovereign authority. Some

people complain that Christians worship the

book instead of God. This is a strange statement

once we recognise that God wrote the book to

aid us in living before Him in faith. The Reformers

held to a view of sola Scriptura (by Scripture

alone) that embraced the work of the Holy Spirit

in illumining His Word in the hearts and minds of

His people. Word and Spirit must go together for

people to know, believe, and be transformed by

divine revelation. In all our study of Scripture, we

must never forget our need of the Holy Spirit’s

assistance. As we read God’s Word, let us pray

that the Spirit would illumine it so that we would

understand and apply it rightly.

 

Receiving the Bible as God’s Word also means

accepting its inerrancy, receiving it as without

error in all that it teaches and affirms. We

believe the Bible’s inerrancy not because we can

harmonise every apparent discrepancy but

because it is the Word of God and therefore is

perfect. Martyn Lloyd-Jones said: “The Christian

faith is not what I think or what anybody else

thinks; it is what is plainly taught in the

Scriptures. The Christian church is established on

the foundation of the apostles and prophets. The

moment people begin to stand in judgment upon

it and say, ‘This is not true, I accept that but I do

not accept this,’ then they have substituted their

authority, and what they think, for the teaching

of the Bible.”

 

We further rely on the Bible’s power as God’s

Word. Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the

gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to

everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16). Martin Luther

wrote: “We must make a great difference

between God’s Word and the word of man.

A man’s word is a little sound, that flies into the air,

and soon vanishes; but the Word of God is greater

than heaven and earth, yea, greater than death

and hell, for it forms part of the power of God, and

endures everlastingly.”

 

Because the Bible is authoritative, inerrant, and

powerful, the Christian is not on a quest seeking

after truth. Instead, the Christian has found truth

by receiving God’s Word, which we are faithfully to

believe and boldly to proclaim. 

 

A great example of someone who received God’s

Word was Lydia, a businesswoman in Philippi. Not

long before Paul’s ministry to the Thessalonians, he

arrived in Philippi on a Sabbath day. He and his

friends went down to the river to pray, where he

found Lydia gathered with other women also

gathered for prayer. Paul declared the gospel and

we read of Lydia: “The Lord opened her heart to

pay attention to what was said by Paul” (Acts

16:14). Here we have both the divine and human

side of receiving God’s Word. It is the Lord alone

who can open the heart, so that faith in God’s

Word is a sovereign act of saving grace. The effect

is that we not only affirm God’s Word but “pay

attention” to it with the greatest diligence.  

 

This is the way for us also to welcome God’s Word,

by giving it our full attention, believing all that

Scripture teaches, and putting in action all that we

are taught by God in His Word. The complaints

made by the world against Christians will often be

our highest compliment. So, it was for Paul and his

companions. When the Thessalonian mob came to

Jason’s house looking for the apostle, their

accusers described them as “these men who have

turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). How did

Paul and his friends have such a mighty impact

despite their earthly weakness? They did it by

preaching the gospel in God’s power so that it was

received by those who heard.

 

Where are you in this progression? Have you just

heard God’s Word for the first time? God calls you

to welcome His gospel through faith, believing that

Jesus died for your sins and offers you eternal life.

Or have you long since received the gospel in

faith? Then draw near to Christ for the joy that will

enable you to be an example to others. Jesus said,

“As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending

you” (Jn. 20:21).

 



Love Divine, all loves excelling

Joy of heaven to earth come down

Fix in us thy humble dwelling

All thy faithful mercies crown

Jesus, thou art all compassion

Pure unbounded love thou art

Visit us with thy salvation

Enter every trembling heart.

 

Come, Almighty to deliver,

Let us all thy life receive;

Suddenly return and never,

Never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,

Serve thee as thy hosts above,

Pray and praise thee without ceasing,

Glory in thy perfect love.

 

Finish, then, thy new creation;

Pure and spotless let us be.

Let us see thy great salvation

Perfectly restored in thee;

Changed from glory into glory,

Till in heaven we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before thee,

Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Lord God, we are so grateful that you have

granted us faith in Your Son. You have given us

by Your work in our souls, the eyes to see. The

eyes to see the realities of this temporal age in

their proper light and the eyes to see the

everlasting future by faith and to live in the light

of these realities until we meet them face-to-

face. Help us to walk by faith and not by sight.

Strengthen us all to believe Your word and

wherever there is a decision to be made,

wherever there is an action to be taken,

wherever there is an attitude to be displayed,

Lord, strengthen Your people to know that Your

word is true and to make their decisions, to

speak their words, to display their attitudes, in

light of what You say, not what they see. We

can't do this, Lord, without You. We look to You

and ask You for these things in the name of the

one who has saved us, in the name of our

Saviour and King and Shepherd, Jesus. Amen.

 

HYMN PRAYER

And now may the grace of the Lord

Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us

all this day and forevermore, Amen.

BENEDICTION


