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Jeremiah Bur roughs sa id ,  “Chr is t ian contentment  i s  that  sweet ,

inward,  qu iet ,  gracious  f rame of  sp i r i t ,  which f ree ly  submits  to  and

del ights  in  God's  wise and father ly  d isposal  in  every  condi t ion.”  
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1 To God be the glory, great things he has done!

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,

who yielded his life an atonement for sin,

and opened the life gate that we may go in.

 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father thro' Jesus the Son,

and give him the glory, great things he has done!

 

2 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!

To ev'ry believer the promise of God;

the vilest offender who truly believes,

that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives.

[Refrain]

 

3 Great things he has taught us, great things he

has done,

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;

but purer and higher and greater will be

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

[Refrain]

HYMN

PRAYER

1 And Hannah prayed and said: 

“My heart rejoices in the Lord;

My horn is exalted in the Lord.

I smile at my enemies,

Because I rejoice in Your salvation.

2 “No one is holy like the Lord,

For there is none besides You,

Nor is there any rock like our God.

3 “Talk no more so very proudly;

Let no arrogance come from your mouth,

For the Lord is the God of knowledge;

And by Him actions are weighed.

4 “The bows of the mighty men are broken,

And those who stumbled are girded with

strength.

5 Those who were full have hired themselves

out for bread,

And the hungry have ceased to hunger.

Even the barren has borne seven,

And  she who has many children has become

feeble.

6 “The Lord kills and makes alive;

He brings down to the grave and brings up.

7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich;

He brings low and lifts up.

8 He raises the poor from the dust

And lifts the beggar from the ash heap,

To set them among princes

And make them inherit the throne of glory.

“For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,

And He has set the world upon them.

SCRIPTURE READING
1 SAMUEL 2: 1 - 10 
(NKJV)

Heavenly Father, we come to you, the

fountain of all grace and glory and we want

to open the mouths of our hearts by the faith

of our lives and drink in the riches of your

grace. Let the rivers of that grace wash over

us so that we begin to see more clearly and

even sense in our affections that you have

come in your Son by your Spirit to make our

lives your dwelling place and even your

home. We pray that by your grace, in

response, we may live more and more as

those who have been crucified with Christ

and who are conscious of the wonder of His

sacrifice for us and by this grace, that He

has come to dwell in us by His Holy Spirit and

to give us the hope of glory. Thank you, Lord,

for your matchless grace. In Jesus Christ our

Saviour we pray. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.



We become especially aware of the importance of

Hannah’s Song when we see how perfectly it

corresponds to David’s song of praise in 2 Samuel

23:1-7. The songs of praise serve as a pair of

bookends to wrap everything between them. The

themes that Hannah saw anticipated in the birth of

Samuel find their echo as David looks back to see

Hannah’s hope marvellously fulfilled through his own

reign. For both Hannah and David, the God of Israel

is their “Rock.” What Hannah foresees that God will

do, David celebrates as accomplished in the

faithfulness of God’s will. 

For years she had travelled to the tabernacle, facing

the bitterness of her barren womb while suffering

the cruel mocking of her rival co-wife, Peninnah,

who had succeeded in bearing children for Hannah’s

husband. Turning in faith to the Lord, Hannah had

offered her son to lifelong service if only God would

open her womb. Chapter 1 ends with this son,

Samuel, delivered into the care of the high priest:

“And he worshiped the LORD there” (1 Sam. 1:28).

Hannah, too, worshiped the Lord, and her praise was

filled with jubilation: “Hannah prayed and said, "My

heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in

the LORD” (1 Sam. 2:1). 

In verses 6-8, Hannah expands her thought to God’s

salvation as it pertains to the ultimate issues of life

and death: “The Lord kills and brings to life; he

brings down to Sheol and raises up. The Lord makes

poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts.

He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the

needy from the ash heap to make them sit with

princes and inherit a seat of honour.” In a world like

ours, a world where any of us can become suddenly

poor, sick, needy, and lowly – how wonderful is God,

who lifts His people from death and destruction. 

This was the God Hannah needed in her barren

desperation: The Saviour of the broken, crushed,

condemned, and weak, who humble themselves in

faith. John Calvin wrote to his friend William Farel

with a similar idea of God, when suffering grief over

the death of his wife, Idelette: “May the Lord Jesus…

support me… under this heavy affliction, which

would certainly have overcome me, had not He, who

raises up the prostrate, strengthens the weak, and

refreshes the weary, stretched forth His hand from

heaven to me.” Likewise, when Hannah was

downcast, God lifted her head; when she was

barren, He brought life to her womb; when she was

disgraced, He gave her an honoured place.

9 He will guard the feet of His saints,

But the wicked shall be silent in darkness.

“For by strength no man shall prevail.

10 The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken in

pieces;

From heaven He will thunder against them.

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth.

“He will give strength to His king,

And exalt the horn of His anointed.”

SERMON
“Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the

LORD; my strength is exalted in the LORD. My

mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in

your salvation” (1 Sam. 2:1).  

There are times in life when you just have to

rejoice and sing. This attitude is fully endorsed

by the Bible: “Sing praises to the LORD, O you

his saints, and give thanks to his holy name” (Ps.

30:4); “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion”

(Zech. 2:10). One of Israel’s singing daughters is

Hannah, the once-barren wife of Elkanah, who

received her son, Samuel, as God’s answer to

her prayer. Strictly speaking, the Bible says that

Hannah prayed, not that she sang, but so

beautiful is the poetry of Hannah’s prayer and so

strong is its connection to other victory songs in

the Bible that it is referred to as Hannah’s Song.

“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is

exalted in the LORD,” Hannah sang a new song

(1 Sam. 2:1). Hannah had to sing! God had

turned her barrenness into joy… And her song

reveals that she understood full well the

significance of God’s sovereign, gift of love.” 

The importance of Hannah’s song extends far

beyond its personal and sentimental value.

Hannah is given the privilege of providing the

main theological introduction to the whole

account of the history of the Israelite monarchy.

Hannah offered intelligent, theological, and

biblically-informed praise to God at this great

moment in her life. But just as would happen a

thousand years later when the virgin Mary gave

praise to God for the birth of her Son – a prayer

strikingly similar to Hannah’s – the Holy Spirit

made use of Hannah’s words and, in the

wonderful process of the inspiration of Holy

Scripture, Hannah’s song provides a forward-

looking summary of what God was about to do

in history.



The Lord will do the same for all who humble

themselves in faith and look to Him to be their

God and Saviour.

Hannah comes to the moral of her prayer, which is

also the great lesson of First and Second Samuel

as a whole: “for not by might shall a man prevail,”

but by the Lord. This was the lesson enshrined in

Moses’ and Miriam’s song at the Red Sea

crossing: “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed

gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown

into the sea” (Ex. 15:21). It is the lesson young

David would later teach to the giant Goliath:

“You come to me with a sword and with a spear

and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name

of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of

Israel” (1 Sam. 17:45).  

“Not by might shall a man prevail,” but by the

Lord! Have you learned this lesson? Have you

learned that God is the one who ultimately

matters, to whom you must ultimately give

account, and by whose grace alone you can hope

to be saved? Have you realised that even if you

succeed in climbing to the top of life’s ladder,

unless you are righteous before God all must

ultimately be lost, if not sooner, then in the final

judgment? Have you learned that all who humble

themselves and come to the Lord in faith receive

from Him the saving care they need, so that they

may prevail in the end “not by might” but by the

Lord, who shows mercy and gives grace. 

Perhaps it is because Hannah’s thought has

turned to God’s judgment, in which every one of

us is rightly condemned as a sinner, that she

concludes her prayer with a remarkable reference

to God’s King and His promised Messiah: “he will

give strength to his king and exalt the power of

his anointed” (1 Sam. 2:10).

This concluding mention of a king provided by

God, along with God’s Messiah, which is the

Hebrew word for “anointed”, highlights the

importance of Hannah’s song as an introduction

to the books of Samuel. Whether through some

insight from the Scriptures or through the

prophetic inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Hannah

foresees that God intends to meet Israel’s need

by providing “his king.” God will provide a king to

rule on God’s behalf in true faith. 

The chapters that follow tell the story of the

fulfilment of what Hannah prophesies here. The story

of King David is that of a man who is strengthened by

God as he humbly leads God’s people in faith.

But the story of God’s king does not stop with First

and Second Samuel. For God did not intend merely

to provide a godly king to rule over Israel. He further

intended to “exalt the power of his anointed,” that is,

the Messiah. For even David, in all his glory and

might, was but a picture of the true king, the true

anointed One, the Messiah Jesus who would come to

save God’s people and rule forever in righteousness

and peace. 

Hannah’s Song is the first direct reference in the Old

Testament to God’s promised Messiah, which in New

Testament Greek is rendered as Christ. And how

appropriate that this promise should come from

Hannah’s lips! Who better to foretell God’s gift of His

own Son to be the Saviour of sinful mankind, than the

woman who freely gave her firstborn son to serve the

Lord and minister in God’s name. W.G. Blaikie

comments that here at the end of her prayer,

Hannah’s “son seems to give place to a higher Son,

through whom the land would be blessed as no one

else could have blessed it, and all hungry and thirsty

souls would be guided to that living bread and living

water of which whosoever ate and drank should

never hunger or thirst again.” 

How appropriate, as well, that Hannah’s Song would

find its New Testament counterpart in the song of a

godly young woman so much like her, the maiden

Mary, when the angel had come to foretell the birth

of the promised Saviour. Moved by the Holy Spirit,

Mary picked up Hannah’s themes to glorify God in her

own exaltation: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my

spirit rejoices in God my Saviour (Mary also needed

a Saviour to save her from her sins!),… for he who is

mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his

name… He has shown strength with his arm; he has

scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts…

and exalted those of humble estate” (Lk. 1:46-52).

Hannah believed that the birth of her son meant a

new day of hope for God’s people. Mary realised

that through her Son would come the hope for all the

world. For while Samuel would be great as a prophet

and judge for Israel, Jesus Christ would be exalted in

power by God through His death on the cross for the

forgiveness of our sins.



How else, after all, can God lift up the poor and

save the condemned, except that His own Son

became poor for us, and He who knew no sin

was made sin “so that in him we might become

the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). What

Hannah saw from far away has come near to us

all through the coming of Jesus, the promised

Messiah. It is now in His name alone that “the

feeble bind on strength” (1 Sam. 2:4) through

the spiritual power that Jesus gives. It is now

through Jesus that “those who were hungry have

ceased to hunger” (1 Sam. 2:5), since as Jesus

said, “The bread of God is he who comes down

from heaven and gives life to the world… I am

the bread of life” (John 6:33, 35). Therefore,

whoever believes on Jesus Christ, as God’s king

and Messiah, our Saviour through His blood of

the cross, will be made, as Hannah foresaw, to

“sit with princes and inherit a seat of honour” (1

Sam. 2:8). For as Jesus taught, “whoever hears

my word and believes him who sent me has

eternal life” (John 5:24).

PSALM 98

PRAYER

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord

Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us

all this day and forevermore, Amen.

Our heavenly Father, we thank you, whatever our

situation today that our Lord Jesus Christ is full of

grace and that there is in Him more grace than

there is sin in us and more joy than there may be

sorrow in us today. And so, we pray that as we

trust in Him we may know what He meant when he

said, “I want my joy to be in you so that your joy

may be full.” Thank you, Father, for giving us a

joyful Saviour. Make us joyful Christians we pray in

Jesus’ name.

WORSHIP UPDATE
It is now 4 months since we last gathered for

worship at Ferintosh Parish Church. So much has

taken place since then and the world we ere used

to will be different from now on.

 

Given the necessary restrictions imposed on us all

and the limits on numbers able to gather it is not

possible for us to meet as a congregation and this

position is likely to last for a number of months yet. 

 

In order that when we are able to meet as a

congregation we do so safely and in a controlled

manner a small group of our Kirk Session Elders are

working on plans and risk assessments for the use of

our church and hall. This work is a requirement of

Ross Presbytery in order that any use of a church

building has been given proper consideration. These

plans and assessments will be important to have for

the point where the Government and Presbytery

consider it possible for congregations to meet

subject to certain limits and behaviour. The group

will present their plan to the Kirk Session and then it

will be implemented or amended as required by the

current advice at that time. 

 

In the meantime please continue to support those

around you and share the Worship at Home with

friends or neighbours.

O sing a new song to the Lord,

for wonders he hath done:

His right hand and his holy arm

him victory hath won.

 

The Lord God his salvation

hath caused to be known;

His justice in the heathen's sight

he openly hath shown.

 

He mindful of his grace and truth

to Isr'el's house hath been;

And the salvation of our God

all ends of th' earth have seen.

 

Let all the earth unto the Lord

send forth a joyful noise;

Lift up your voice aloud to him,

sing praises, and rejoice.


