
FERINTOSH 
PARISH CHURCH

W O R S H I P  A T  H O M E

1 1 T H  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0

“They lose noth ing who gain  Chr is t . ”  

(Samuel  Rutherford)
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Approach, my soul, the mercy seat

where Jesus answers prayer;

there humbly fall before his feet,

for none can perish there.

 

Thy promise is my only plea;

with this I venture nigh:

thou callest burdened souls to thee,

and such, O Lord, am I.

 

O wondrous love! to bleed and die,

to bear the cross and shame,

that guilty sinners, such as I,

might plead thy gracious name!

HYMN

PRAYER
Gracious Lord, Your Name is love, in love receive

our prayer. Look to the cross of Your beloved

Son and view the preciousness of His atoning

blood; Listen to His never-failing intercession,

and speak to our hearts, ‘your sins are forgiven,

be of good cheer.’ 

Give to us more and more to prize the privilege

of prayer, to find pardon in Christ, to converse

with You; to know You in prayer as the path in

which our feet tread, the latch upon the door of

our lips, the marrow of our understanding, the

strength of our will, the power of our affection

and the sweetness of our memory. 

May the matter of our prayer be always wise,

humble, scriptural, Christ-like. Give Your people

unwavering faith that our prayers are never in

vain. You have given us the greatest gift, the

person of Your Son, and in Him You will give us

all we need. 

(Prayer from ‘A collection of puritan prayers’)

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READINGS

 In the beginning God created the heavens and the

earth.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

GENESIS 1: 1 (NKJV)

1 THESSALONIANS  2: 11 -
13 (NKJV)
11 as you know how we exhorted, and comforted,

and charged every one of you, as a father does his

own children, 

12 that you would walk worthy of God who calls you

into His own kingdom and glory. 

13 For this reason we also thank God without

ceasing, because when you received the word of

God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not

as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of

God, which also effectively works in you who

believe.

SERMON
The book of Genesis begins by declaring a

Creator God who is wholly separate from

everything that He made and who is inherently

supernatural. This means that the biblical God

cannot be understood or accounted for by

strictly natural or material means. In contrast to

pantheism, which declares all of creation itself

as god, the God of the Bible is entirely above

nature, that is, supernatural. In light of Genesis

1:1’s teaching that “In the beginning, God

created the heavens and the earth.”



Biblically faithful Christians have uniformly upheld

the Scripture’s own supernatural claim. Because

the Bible reveals a God who is above nature, its

believers have no problem believing supernatural

things happening throughout history, starting with

creation. How can we believe that Jesus was

literally born of a virgin, that He performed His

miracles precisely as they are recorded by the

apostles, and that He rose bodily from the dead

in resurrection life? Because we believe in a

supernatural God who is easily capable of

suspending, over-ruling, and sovereignly

commanding the rules of nature. The fact that

modern science records no instances of virgin

births, miraculously multiplied food, or bodily

resurrections does not trouble the Christian,

precisely because we have first accepted the

biblical announcement of the supernatural God.

Francis Schaeffer writes:  

God not only brought the heavens and the earth

into existence by divine fiat; He still works into

history. He has not become a slave of His

creation. Nor is He a slave of history because He

made history as it is now. . . . Thus, while there is

a uniformity of natural causes in the external

world that God had made, it is not in a closed

system. God can still speak when He will, and

Peter says that one day in history He indeed will

speak again, with judgment.

As we approach Genesis chapter 1, this

supernatural claim is central to the biblical

doctrine of creation, especially as it conflicts

with the secularist dogma of evolution. All

through the record of creation in this chapter,

Christians can take the text at face value – even

when these events seem to collide with natural

causes and relationships – because we proceed

with the knowledge of a supernatural God as

revealed in Genesis 1:1. In short, Christians who

believe in the supernatural being of God also

believe in the supernatural acts of God recorded

in Scripture.

According to the Bible, the great problem of this

world arises from man’s rebellion against the

righteous demands of its Creator God. Once we

accept that sin against God is the source of

mankind’s woes, leaving man guilty and

corrupted, we also see that the remedy can only

be provided by God Himself. 

 By our own natural labours, we are unable to erase

our transgression or counter a corruption that is

ingrained in our nature. Therefore, mankind requires

a supernatural salvation. B.B. Warfield notes: “We

cannot confess ourselves sinners – radically at

breach with God and broken in our moral and

spiritual being – and look to purely natural causes . .

. , for our recovery to God and to moral and spiritual

health.” Just as Lazarus required Christ’s

supernatural power to rise from the grave, so also

the sinner, dead in transgressions (Eph. 2:1), can only

rise to new life by divine power. Once we have

accepted the biblical description of mankind’s plight

in sin, we must be saved by a divine intervention that

is supernatural at every point.

Along these lines, biblical Christianity requires faith

in a supernatural Christ, who enters into our world

from outside by supernatural means. Paul helpfully

contrasts Adam and Jesus, saying: “The first man was

from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is

from heaven” (1 Cor. 15:47). It is in line with this

teaching that Bible believers so ferociously

defended the virgin birth of Christ during the

assaults of the twentieth century. Liberal theologians

argued that we can dispense with this kind of

mythology and at the same time retain Christianity,

but nothing could be farther from the truth. Both

Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels begin with an account

of the supernatural origin of Christ, insisting on His

own divine nature as God’s Son and His conception

in the womb of the virgin Mary by the agency of the

Holy Spirit. The apostle John begins his Gospel by

identifying Jesus with the very God who spoke at the

dawn of creation: “In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”

(Jn. 1:1). Only this Saviour is able to overcome fallen

human nature and provide the remedy of divine

grace for the problem of our sin. 

The Bible’s supernatural claim must be upheld for the

entirety of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and

ascension to heaven, along with his impending

supernatural return from heaven to earth. The Bible

teaches that Jesus overcame sin with divine power

all through His life and ministry. Jesus then died on

the cross, offering a sacrifice that can redeem the

entirety of those who believe precisely because of

the supernatural nature of His person and work.

Likewise, Christ’s resurrection was a true conquest of

death, a situation that is inconceivable from purely

natural resources. 



This is a great problem for Christians who

succumb to secular pressure to replace biblical

creation with naturalistic evolution: to concede

the supernatural origin of creation is inherently

to surrender the supernatural basis for Christ’s

saving work, especially his bodily resurrection

from the grave.

The same necessity to uphold biblical

supernaturalism occurs when we consider the

biblical idea of saving faith and its results.

Conversion to Christ is not merely a moral

decision resulting solely from natural means of

persuasion and the exercise of our native wills.

Rather, according to the Bible, faith is a

supernatural provision of God’s grace: Paul says,

“For by grace you have been saved, through

faith, and this is not your own doing, it is the gift

of God” (Eph. 2:8- 9). The results of saving faith

extend far beyond a religious association but

involve the supernatural rebirth of our souls. Paul

taught: “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new

creation. The old has passed away; behold, the

new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17). Likewise, the

believer’s hope involves thoroughly miraculous

and supernatural outcomes: membership in the

family of God, access to divine aid through

prayer, and an eternal life in glory beyond the

grave.  

On what basis does the Christian believe these

claims which to our materialist society amount to

astonishing lunacy? The answer is that we are

brought to faith by a supernatural Bible, which is

the very Word of God by the inspiration of the

prophets and apostles and possesses the power

of God to grant eternal life. Paul identified

genuine Christians in precisely these terms,

praising the Thessalonians by saying: “you

accepted it not as the word of men but as what

it really is, the word of God” (1 Thess. 2:13). 

As Christians open their Bibles and read its first

verse, they discover the great fact of a

supernatural God who was in the beginning, who

is the author of a supernatural creation and a

supernatural redemption, providing the only

source of hope for our fallen natural state. At

precisely this central point we find ourselves in

radical conflict with the unbelieving world, which

looks only to material and natural realms of

existence. 

This points out the great folly of our surrendering to

secular dogma at any point in contention, as if such a

surrender would lessen the overarching conflict

between the Christian view and the anti-Christian

view of everything.

Indeed, when we remember that faith in biblical

Christianity is the only hope of salvation for all the

world, we then are willing to receive all the scorn of

secular science, government, and culture. It is, in the

end, out of love for both God and the world that we

remain faithful to our calling to stand upon a

supernatural Bible and its offer of a salvation that is

entirely of heaven as the only hope of earth.

It is always in this stance that Christians not only bear

testimony to the world but offer our worship to God.

Charles Wesley expressed this supernatural stance in

our hearts, stirred by the Bible’s truth in our minds:

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth

come down; Fix in us thy humble dwelling; All thy

faithful mercies crown!. . . Finish, then, Thy new

creation; Pure and spotless let us be. Let us see Thy

great salvation, Perfectly restored in Thee; Changed

from glory into glory, Till in heaven we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder,

love, and praise.

HYMN
Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav'n to earth come down:

fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown:

Jesus, thou art all compassion,

pure, unbounded love thou art;

visit us with thy salvation,

enter ev'ry trembling heart.

 

Come, Almighty to deliver,

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,

nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,

serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray and praise thee without ceasing,

glory in thy perfect love.

 

Finish, then, thy new creation;

pure and spotless let us be:

let us see thy great salvation

perfectly restored in thee;

changed from glory into glory,

'til in heav'n we take our place,

'til we cast our crowns before thee,

lost in wonder, love, and praise.



Hi everyone, my name is Alister Murray and I’m a

Candidate in Training for Word and Sacrament in the

Church of Scotland. This week I have just began my 15

month probation at Ferintosh Parish Church. I’m

originally from Buckie, and grew up attending Buckie

South and West where I was also involved in the Boys

Brigade. I studied Electrical Engineering at the Robert

Gordon University in Aberdeen, and during my studies

became a Christian through the gospel preaching of

Billy  Graham in 1991. This was very much the answer

to many years of my widowed mother’s prayers.

After finishing my electrical engineering degree, I

moved to Kendal and worked in Electricity Distribution

for 18 years. During this time I was an active member

of Parr Street Evangelical Church, where I began to

sense God’s call on my life to ministry, and

subsequently applied to the Church of Scotland. After

successfully completing my Period of Discernment in

the Border Kirk, Carlisle, I left my job at Electricity

NorthWest just over three years ago and moved to

Maryburgh to begin study at the Highland Theological

College in Dingwall. My three most recent Church of

Scotland placements have been at Inverness St

Columba (New Charge Development), North Uist

(Kilmuir, Lochmaddy and Berneray) and most recently

Nairn Old Parish Church.  

I am really looking forward to meeting you all, in

whatever manner is safe and appropriate in this

unprecedented time for our Church and Nation. Most

of all, I pray that we will grow together in our love,

worship and service of the Lord Jesus Christ. ……    

 Alister

PRAYER

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

Father in heaven, we thank You that the very

substance of the covenant is Christ and His

righteous obedience for His people even to death

on a cross. We thank You, our God, that Christ is

the all sufficient Saviour and His righteousness is

an all sufficient righteousness. May we not be

blinded to the beauty of Christ, hardened against

the gospel, or depending on anything but the

merits of Christ for our acceptance with God.

Bless Your Word, oh Lord, we pray. Keep Your

hand upon us all and let the beauty of the Lord

our God be upon us. We pray that Your grace and

mercy and peace will be the abiding portion of

all Your people both this day and evermore. We

ask in Jesus’ precious name, Amen.

ALISTER MURRAY

WORSHIP UPDATE
As we move towards the re-opening of our

church, we need to identify teams of people

who will be able to help out on a regular basis

with the cleaning of the church and to act as

stewards.The cleaning will need to take place

between services, both on a Sunday between

the two proposed services (the first at 11am and

the second at 12.15pm), and on a Saturday to

prepare for the coming Sunday services. The

stewarding team will be involved in checking

contact details (for NHS Scotland), explaining

how the service will run, and to help people to

their seats and out of the church at the end of

a service.If you are able to help in either (or

even both) of the cleaning and stewarding

roles, please contact me as soon as possible so

suitable rota’s can be put together. 

Please email me at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk or

phone me on 01349 830303 (leaving a message

if I am not there) and I will endeavour to get

back to you.

Martin McLauchlan, Session Clerk


