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 “My fa i th  rests  not  in  what  I  am,  or  shal l  be ,  or  fee l ,  or  know,

but  in  what  Chr is t  i s ,  in  what  He has done,  and in  what  He i s

now doing for  me.”  (C.  H.  Spurgeon)

w w w . f e r i n t o s h p a r i s h c h u r c h . o r g . u k



How excellent in all the earth,

Lord, our Lord, is thy name!

Who hast thy glory far advanc’d

above the starry frame.

When I look up unto the heav’ns,

which thine own fingers fram’d,

Unto the moon, and to the stars,

which were by thee ordain’d;

Of thy hands’ works thou mad’st him lord,

all under’s feet didst lay;

All sheep and oxen, yea, and beasts

that in the field do stray;

Fowls of the air, fish of the sea,

all that pass through the same.

How excellent in all the earth,

Lord, our Lord, is thy name!

HYMN

PRAYER
Gracious God and Father, thank you for the joy

of your presence with us. We praise you that you

are a God of joy and of infinite grace, a Father

to your children. We praise you that you have

given up your own Son for us on the cross that

all the privileges of your grace might be ours this

day. So, make us holy through your truth, your

Word is truth. And this we pray for Jesus Christ

our Saviour’s sake. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READINGS

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was

light. 

4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and

God divided the light from the darkness.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

GENESIS 1: 3 - 4 (NKJV)

JOHN 1: 1 - 5 (NKJV)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was

with God, and the Word was God. 

2 He was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made through Him, and without

Him nothing was made that was made. 

4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the

darkness did not comprehend it.

SERMON
On the first day of creation, God spoke and by the

power of His Word caused light to shine: “And God

said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.” God

created light itself: “not just visible light, but the

entire electromagnetic spectrum itself, apart from

any light sources.” This is the Christian answer to

those who scoff at the literal possibility of Genesis

1:3 since it presents light shining prior to the

creation of the sun. But the sun is not the cause of

light. God is the creator of light. Just as we would

not create a musical instrument before sound itself

had been made, it is entirely logical that God

would make light on the first day before later

making objects designed to shine and reflect that

light. 

In the Bible, just as in our earthly experience, light

is associated with the flourishing of life. If you want

a plant to grow, you place it in the sunshine. The

Bible also speaks this way. 2 Samuel 23:4 speaks

of “the morning light, like the sun shining forth on a

cloudless morning,” which together with rain

“makes grass to sprout from the earth.” Light also

reveals. 



All that existed was made by God according to His

perfect will. There is a place and role for darkness

just as there is for day. God’s division of light and

darkness, day and night, provides a rhythm to life.

There is a time for work and a time for rest. John

Calvin preached: 

if we had only a single [continuous] day, we would

not realize so clearly the good that God does for us

with light. But when night overtakes us and we are

cloistered within it, so to speak, needing a candle to

guide us, and then when morning returns, we see

how God has pitied us. . . . When lying down and

rising up, we must bless his name for protecting us

through the night and watching over us while we

were asleep. And when day is at hand, let us also

thank him for bringing us to a new life.

In naming both the light and the darkness, God

claims His sovereign rights as Creator: “God called

the light Day, and the darkness he called Night”

(Gen. 1:5). God is Lord over both, so that whatever

fear we experience in facing them may be brought

to Him for our aid. Whatever purposes are pursued in

them are ruled and judged by God, so that both day

and night are to be spent in His service. In

separating the light from the darkness, God gave

order to the progression of time under His kingship.

Psalm 19:2 offers them both to the praise of His

revealed glory: “Day to day pours out speech, and

night to night reveals knowledge.” 

In the Jerusalem of Jesus’ day, the Feast of

Tabernacles was concluded each year with a festival

of lights at the temple. Great lights were lit, casting

beams throughout the city, to remember the

guidance and protection that God gave in the

exodus through the pillar of fire and light that was

His Shekinah Glory. It was probably in the midst of

this illumination, six months before His death on the

cross, that Jesus took a prominent place and

proclaimed, “I am the light of the world” (Jn. 8:12).

There are so many ways in which Jesus could

legitimately have made this claim. He was, after all,

the Word who with the Father created light itself on

the first day. John said of Him, “The true light, which

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world” (Jn.

1:9). As light was given to reveal, Jesus came to be

the perfect image of God to mankind. He said:

“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn.

14:9).

When you walk into a dark room, you turn on

the light in order to see. It is not surprising then,

that in revealing His glory through the work of

creation, God began with the shining of light.

Starting on the first day, creation would take

place in the light of God’s revelation. Light also

speaks of safety and salvation. “The LORD is my

light and my salvation,” David wrote, “whom

shall I fear?” (Ps. 27:1).

Imagine what Genesis 1:3-4 would have meant

to the people of Israel when they first heard

these words from the lips of Moses. The dark

nights of Sinai were cold and threatening,

stirring fear and anxiety in their hearts. But light

dawned on each new day, and as it shone, they

learned from Genesis that the God whose Word

they were following was the very same God

who created the light itself. 

God provided a special light, His Shekinah

Glory, to shine on a difficult path as they

trudged through a wilderness towards a land

that God had promised. The very light itself

testified to the sovereign goodness of the Lord,

urging them to go forward with confidence and

expectation. Under the shining light that God

had made, they could believe and keep His

commands. David would later connect God’s

light to the guidance that comes to those who

follow His Word: “Your word is a lamp to my

feet and a light to my path” (Ps. 119:105). 

The first day saw not only the first shining of

light but also God’s first act of division: “And

God separated the light from the darkness”

(Gen. 1:4). By separating, God provided a

sphere for the light and another sphere for the

darkness. Verse 5 elaborates: “God called the

light Day, and the darkness he called Night.

And there was evening and there was morning,

the first day.”

It is impossible to avoid the impression that

darkness is sinister and evil. Certainly, Scripture

will often convey this idea, just as some

children instinctively struggle with fear of the

dark. It was light that God called good, then

separating it from darkness. But we should hold

off on these thoughts as we consider the first

day.



Jesus is the light who provides salvation to men

and women trapped in the darkness of sin. Isaiah

foretold His coming in just these terms: “the

people who walked in darkness have seen a

great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep

darkness, on them has light shined” (Isa. 9:2).

Jesus is the light of the world. Just as He was the

source for the first light that shone through the

darkness in creation, so also will he shine God’s

light on our paths. Therefore, He claims,

“Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,

but will have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12). 

Reading the creation account, it is tempting to

wonder what it would be like to have seen those

brilliant first beams piercing the cosmic

darkness. The marvel of the gospel is that we are

not so distant from that light as some might

think. On the first day, the Spirit of God was

hovering as the Word of God said, “Let there be

light,” and there was light. The Spirit and the

Word have not ceased in the work they began on

that first day. By the Word of God, the Spirit of

God is shining the light of God to give life,

reveal truth, and bring salvation to everyone who

believes. The apostle Paul encouraged us to

have confidence in the saving power of God’s

word, and to that end he made this astonishing

claim. He said that just as Jesus was the source

for the first light that shone through the darkness

in creation, so also will He shine that very light

into our hearts as we believe: “For God, who

said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone

in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”

(2 Cor. 4:6).

Lord, help us to know Christ better, to know that He

has loved us to the end and to love and trust him

more. We pray for His sake and for our good in His

name. Amen.

HYMN

PRAYER

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,

When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,

It is well, it is well with my soul.

 

It is well with my soul, It is well, 

it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should

come,

Let this blest assurance control,

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,

And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

(Refrain)

 

My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!—

My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! (Refrain)

For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live:

If Jordan above me shall roll,

No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life

Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul. (Refrain)

And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,

The clouds  be rolled back as a scroll;

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,

Even so, it is well with my soul. (Refrain)

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

WORSHIP UPDATE
Services re-started in the Church in Conon Bridge on a

trial basis on Sunday 25th October. Depending on

demand there are planed to be two Sunday services,

at 11am and 12.15pm. The services will run initially on a

trial basis, and seating is limited to comply with

guidelines. To attend you must contact the Session

Clerk, Martin McLauchlan, by Friday at 5pm prior to the

service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and complete

and submit the online booking form at:

ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or email the 

Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form for you

to complete and submit. If you do not have access to

the Internet, phone him on 01349 830303 and leave

your name and phone number and he will get back to

you as soon as he can to take your details.

Martin McLauchlan, Session Clerk


