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 C.  H.  Spurgeon sa id ,  "What  i s  i t  to  bel ieve in  Chr is t?  I t  i s  not

mere ly  to  say  'He i s  God and the Sav iour ' ,  but  to  t rust  in  H im

whol ly  and ent i re ly  and take H im for  a l l  your  sa lvat ion f rom th is

t ime for th  and forever  as  your  Lord ,  your  Master ,  your  a l l . "

w w w . f e r i n t o s h p a r i s h c h u r c h . o r g . u k



I to the hills will lift mine eyes.

From whence doth come mine aid?

My safety cometh from the Lord,

who heaven and earth hath made.

 

Thy foot he'll not let slide, nor will

he slumber that thee keeps.

Behold, he that keeps Israel,

he slumbers not, nor sleeps.

 

The Lord thee keeps, the Lord thy shade

on thy right hand doth stay:

the moon by night thee shall not smite,

nor yet the sun by day.

 

The Lord shall keep thy soul: he shall

preserve thee from all ill.

Henceforth thy going out and in

God keep for ever will.

PSALM 121

PRAYER
O Lord, may we find the joy of the Lord even in

the midst of our trials. We pray that You would

teach us what it means to see beyond our

troubles, knowing that You are with us. Even so,

Lord God, we see the challenges those around

us are facing. We ask You to intervene, to be

with those who are in need, to prompt us to

participate with You as You care for your

people. We pray that we would not be anxious,

but that You would give us Your peace. We pray

for all the key workers who continue to serve our

communities so well. Lord God draw near to us

this day and may we know the power of Your

Word ministering to our lives, in Jesus Name we

pray, Amen

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READINGS

6 Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the

midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters

from the waters.” 

7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the

waters which were under the firmament from the

waters which were above the firmament; and it was

so. 

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. So the

evening and the morning were the second day. 

9 Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens

be gathered together into one place, and let the

dry land appear”; and it was so. 

10 And God called the dry land Earth, and the

gathering together of the waters He called Seas.

And God saw that it was good.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

GENESIS 1: 6 - 10 (NKJV)

2 CORINTHIANS 5: 17 - 21
(NKJV)
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new

creation; old things have passed away; behold, all

things have become new. 

18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us

to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us

the ministry of reconciliation, 



One feature of the Bible’s creation account is

its striking earth centeredness. The very first

day of creation is measured in earth terms:

“evening and morning, day one.” Especially on

the second and third days, God constructs the

universe with a focus on the earth. Far from our

experience lacking any significance in the

grand cosmos, Genesis sees the universe

finding its relevance in terms of the earth

which God has made. Indeed, by the third day

God has constructed the basic framework for

creation with the making of heaven and earth.

Clearly, the Bible sees our world and its affairs

as central to God’s purpose in creation and

history. As people living on the earth, Genesis 1

would have us look upward to heaven and the

God who made us for His glory.

Genesis 1:6-8 relates God’s activities on the

second day of creation: “And God said, ‘Let

there be an expanse in the midst of the waters,

and let it separate the waters from the

waters.” 

The language of Genesis 1:6 has caused a

great deal of study. One question involves the

meaning of the Hebrew word translated as

“expanse” or “firmament.” Genesis says that

God made a barrier between the upper and

the lower waters: “Let there be an expanse in

the midst of the waters, and let it separate the

waters from the waters”. 

The best way to understand the expanse of

Genesis 1:6 is as a barrier spread out by God

to separate the waters of earth from the

waters above. 

In other words, it describes the atmosphere of our

planet in which the clouds hover. This was a

remarkable thing for God to have done, and so far,

as we know unique in the observable universe,

making life possible on the surface below.

God made the atmosphere to “separate the waters

from the waters” (Gen. 1:6). The expanse “separated

the waters that were under the expanse from the

waters that were above the expanse” (Gen. 1:7). If

we doubt that there are waters above, we need only

look upward on a rainy day. The legions of clouds

float in the atmosphere, holding and sometimes

pouring down vast quantities of water. So, the

waters below are those on the earth and the waters

above are the seas of the sky. The second day

witnessed an advance in God’s creation of the

earth’s ecosystem, including natural laws that govern

winds and clouds. William Still comments on the

enormity of this achievement: 

The separation of the waters, under from over,

provides the vital atmosphere – “that mysterious

blending of oxygen, nitrogen, and other elementary

gases which constitute the earth’s envelope of air” –

in which alone we can survive. The marvel is that the

clouds are supported upon “a substance so light that

on certain days we are scarcely conscious of its

presence, yet so powerful as to be able to bear upon

its bosom billions of tons of water evaporated from

the ocean.” 

This concludes the second day of creation: “And God

called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening

and there was morning, the second day” (Gen. 1:8). 

Genesis 1:9 brings us to the third day of creation,

where the work of day two is completed: “And God

said, ‘Let the waters under the heavens be gathered

together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’

And it was so.” Having separated the waters above

from the earth, God now gathers the waters below

so that dry land may surface.

Job 38:8 says that the “mountains rose” in the seas.

Psalm 104:8 paints a similar picture: “The mountains

rose, the valleys sank down to the place that you

appointed for them.” Up until this point, the earth

apparently consisted only of water, so it seems that

God did some molecular rearrangement in order to

make silicon and carbon as the building blocks for

the rocks and minerals of the rising land.

SERMON

19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling

the world to Himself, not [a]imputing their

trespasses to them, and has committed to us

the word of reconciliation. 

20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ,

as though God were pleading through us: we

implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to

God. 

21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin

for us, that we might become the righteousness

of God in Him.



God continued to exercise His sovereignty by naming

what He has made: “God called the dry land Earth,

and the waters that were gathered together he

called Seas” (Gen. 1:10). At this point, midway

through day three, God looks on His work and

declares His satisfaction: “And God saw that it was

good” (Gen. 1:10). 

As we appreciate the astonishing achievement of

God’s Word in creating heaven and earth we are

better prepared to rejoice in the greater glory of the

gospel as it tells us of God’s redemption from our sin

in Jesus Christ. The New Testament frequently refers

to our salvation through faith in Jesus in creation

terms. For instance, Paul writes: “if anyone is in

Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). This being

the case, our study of God’s working in Genesis 1

finds its echo in our salvation through faith in Jesus. 

This Genesis 1 way of thinking prepares us for the

pattern of salvation through faith in God’s Word that

recurs in the New Testament. God purposed to bring

blessing to the earth and in creation it was all good.

The Bible will go on to speak of the entry of sin and

our alienation as sinners from the blessing of God.

Yet God’s blessing remained on the earth through

His Word. Out of this purpose to bless, God sent His

Son to remedy the stain of sin that separated

heaven and earth more completely than did the

original expanse in the creation sky. So, God’s Son

came from heaven to earth, and as His blood fell to

the ground from the cross, God’s Word was fulfilled

in restoring blessing to those who believe. 

God’s blessing is upon His gospel Word. We receive

that Word in faith, trusting in God’s Son, Jesus Christ,

and then living so as to reflect Genesis 1, honouring

God’s order in a world made for God’s glory. And

while ungodly voices declare this glorious world as

an insignificant speck and a stage for meaningless

lives, we by God’s Word receive the benediction

once said over the heavens and earth. Through faith,

God says of our salvation: “And it was good.”

2 Peter 3:5 agrees with this picture: “the earth

was formed out of water and through water by

the word of God” (2 Pet. 3:5).

John Currid summarises God’s achievement: “The

fundamental construction of the cosmos – sky,

earth and sea – is now established. In other

words, the physical structure is finished, and it

awaits God’s acts of filling with things to dwell in

it.”

As we gaze on God’s work of making the earth

for our habitation, we should note that God rules

by His own power and according to His own

Word. The sovereignty of God is written large

over the entirety of the creation account,

especially in these verses where we learn of God

covering the earth with its water-laden

atmosphere and summoning continents out of

the primeval sea. The implication is that God

possesses every right and ability to rule over the

world which He made in His own way. 

The laws of nature continue to function in the

manner that God fixed them in order to sustain

and nurture life on earth. While there are small

shifts along the line of the seashore, it remains

true that God’s boundary between the sea and

the land holds fast. The drumbeat of Genesis 1

continues to be heard today: “God said. . . . And

it was so” (Gen. 1:9). This marks the absolute

authority of the One who speaks; nothing resists

his command, everything bows to his decrees.

Therefore, the Word of God, which effects God’s

purpose, is as certain as His sovereign will which

shaped the earth in the dawn of creation. 

When you open your Bible today and consider

God’s claims, commands, and promises, you

should remember that this same Word separated

the heaven and the earth and made the dry land

appear amidst the seas. The Word of God will

continue to be mighty and true, and the Creator

who ruled the earth’s first days by His Word will

rule them all, to the very last. “‘I am the Alpha

and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and

who was and who is to come, the Almighty’” (Rev.

1:8).



His name for ever shall endure;

last like the sun it shall:

Men shall be blessed in him, and blessed

all nations shall him call.

 

Now blessèd be the Lord our God,

the God of Israel,

For he alone doth wondrous works,

in glory that excel.

 

And blessèd be his glorious name

to all eternity: 

The whole earth let his glory fill.

Amen, so let it be.

PSALM 72: 17 - 19

PRAYER
Our heavenly Father, we pray as You have

given us Your Word with the assurance that

through faith we are anchored to Jesus Christ,

we pray that you would give to each of us a

gracious sense that you desire that we should

be absolutely convinced of the security that

You give us through faith in our beloved

Saviour. Lead us into such assurance and its joy

and its stability we pray for Jesus Christ our

Saviour’s sake. Amen.

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

WORSHIP UPDATE
Services re-started in the Church in Conon Bridge on

a trial basis on Sunday 25th October. Depending on

demand there are planed to be two Sunday services,

at 11am and 12.15pm. The services will run initially on

a trial basis, and seating is limited to comply with

guidelines. To attend you must contact the Session

Clerk, Martin McLauchlan, by Friday at 5pm prior to

the service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form at:

ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or email the 

Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form for

you to complete and submit. If you do not have

access to the Internet, phone him on 01349 830303

and leave your name and phone number and he will

get back to you as soon as he can to take your

details.

Martin McLauchlan, Session Clerk

Hello everyone !

I’ve started a weekly Zoom Coffee & Chat

beginning from Saturday 14th November at

10am. The intention is to meet and catch up for

some fellowship together for no more than an

hour, and folks can come and go as they are

able. If you would like to join us, please email

me at Alister.Murray@churchofscotland.org.uk.

Then I can add you to the weekly email invite

that needs to be sent with the link to join the

meeting. Look forward to hearing from you and

seeing you if you can make it.

Alister Murray

It is planed, if their are sufficient contributions,

to publish a December edition of the Ferintosh

Focus. This may contain examples of how people

coped with the restrictions to our lives and can

be submitted, preferably with photos, to the

Editor at strathdrynie@gmail.com. Any

contributions must be received by Friday 27th

November. 

FERINTOSH FOCUS


