
Due to the wor ldwide Covid-19

pandemic Fer intosh Par ish  Church

worsh ip and act iv i t ies  have been

severe ly  rest r icted s ince March when

we last  publ i shed the Fer intosh Focus.

Qui te r ight ly ,  rest r ict ions  have been

placed upon a l l  our  l i ves ,  but  through

phone cal l s  and socia l l y  d is tancing

contact  every  effor t  has  been made to

keep in  touch with  everybody

connected with  the congregat ion.

Th is  edi t ion of  the Fer intosh Focus

ref lects  on the unusual  t imes we have

faced over  the last  number  of  months

and looks  forward to Chr is tmas.  

S e r v i c e s

S e r v i c e s  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  n u m b e r s  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n  h a v e  s t a r t e d  a n d  d e p e n d i n g

o n  d e m a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  t w o  S u n d a y  s e r v i c e s ,  a t  1 1 a m  a n d  1 2 . 1 5 p m .  T h e

s e r v i c e s  w i l l  r u n  i n i t i a l l y  o n  a  t r i a l  b a s i s ,  a n d  s e a t i n g  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  c o m p l y

w i t h  g u i d e l i n e s .  T o  a t t e n d  y o u  m u s t  c o n t a c t  t h e  S e s s i o n  C l e r k ,  M a r t i n

M c L a u c h l a n ,  b y  F r i d a y  a t  5 p m  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  t o  b o o k  a  p l a c e .

T o  b o o k ,  e i t h e r  v i s i t  t h e  c h u r c h  w e b s i t e ,  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  o n l i n e  b o o k i n g

f o r m  a t :  f e r i n t o s h p a r i s h c h u r c h . o r g . u k / b o o k i n g  o r  e m a i l  t h e  S e s s i o n  C l e r k

a t  S e s s i o n C l e r k @ f e r i n t o s h p a r i s h c h u r c h . o r g . u k  a n d  h e  w i l l  s e n d  y o u  a  l i n k

t o  t h e  B o o k i n g  F o r m  f o r  y o u  t o  c o m p l e t e  a n d  s u b m i t .  I f  y o u  d o  n o t  h a v e

a c c e s s  t o  t h e  I n t e r n e t ,  p h o n e  h i m  o n  0 1 3 4 9  8 3 0 3 0 3  a n d  l e a v e  y o u r  n a m e  a n d

p h o n e  n u m b e r  a n d  h e  w i l l  g e t  b a c k  t o  y o u  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  c a n  t o  t a k e  y o u r

d e t a i l s .
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In December 1903, after many attempts, the

Wright brothers were successful in getting their

"flying machine" off the ground. Thrilled, they

telegraphed this message to their sister

Katherine: "We have actually flown 120 feet. Will

be home before the holidays." 

Katherine hurried to the editor of the local

newspaper and showed him the message. He

glanced at it and said, "How nice. The boys will

be home soon." He totally missed the big news -

man had flown! 

We don’t want to miss the big news this Advent

season either because it’s easy to hear the

message of Advent and Christmas and come

away with something different, just like what

happened with the Wright brothers telegraph!

Instead, over this season of Advent we want to

know and experience the Greatest News the

world has ever known ‘that God sent His only

begotten Son into this world to save sinners.’ 

In the Bible and in the Book of Isaiah ch9 we

read some of the most powerful words

concerning the promise of the coming Messiah.

We remember that Isaiah wrote more than 700

years before Christ’s birth and yet notice he

doesn’t write in the future tense, but he writes in

the present tense, ‘For to us a child IS born, to

us a son IS given.’ Isaiah had complete

confidence that the Messiah would come to

save, just as if it had already happened in his

day even 700 years before Christ’s birth.

God knows what our greatest needs are. In fact

it’s been said that if our greatest need had been

information, God would have sent us an

educator; if our greatest need had been

technology, God would have sent us a scientist;

if our greatest need had been money, God

would have sent us an economist; if our greatest

need had been pleasure, God would have sent

us an entertainer; but our greatest need was

forgiveness, so God sent us a Saviour.

This most certain gift is for all who call on the

Name of the Lord in repentance and faith. It’s a

guaranteed gift, it is the best gift, it’s

completely free and we don’t have to wait until 

the 25th of December to receive Christ to be our Lord

and Saviour.

The Bible tells us that today is the day of salvation. Today

can be the day that you come to know that Christ has

come to you, for you, to save you. We sing at Christmas

time, ‘O little town of Bethlehem’, notice the last verse of

that hymn, ‘O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we

pray; cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today.’

Christmas is not just something we celebrate merely on a

given day. Christmas is actually something that happens

to us.

MINISTER'S
MESSAGE



The problem with just merely celebrating the

event of Christmas is that Christmas then ends

on the 26th of December and the celebrations

suddenly stop! And so, for many, many

generations, Christmas has just been merely

celebrated but then it stops on the 26th of

December. Year after year, many celebrate

Christmas without ever having Christmas,

without ever knowing the power of the reality of

‘O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we

pray; cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us

today.’

But when you experience having Christmas and

know as the hymn writer puts it, ‘Lord Jesus, be

born to us today’ then the power of His Name

charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease.

Unlike a mere celebration of Christmas which

ends on the 26th of December the reality of

Christ been born in us will be life changing and

eternal. Maybe, sometimes we think that God

loves us grudgingly or sparingly or even

reluctantly. It’s so untrue! How can I say this,

well John 3:16 tells us, For God SO loved the

world, that He gave His only begotten Son…

May God bless and keep us all over this

Christmas Season and as we enter into the New

Year,

Your Minister & Friend,

Stephen

Hello everyone

I just wanted to 

introduce myself 

to folks in the 

parish. My name

is Alister Murray 

and I am a 

trainee minister with the Church of Scotland. I

am currently on Probation at Ferintosh Parish

Church and will be with the congregation and

parish until December 2021.

I like to get out and about in the parish so

perhaps you might come across me waking

around Maryburgh, Conon Bridge, Dingwall or

further afield. If you do recognise me out and

about, or in a local shop, please do introduce

yourself (socially distanced of course). It would

be lovely to meet you!

I have been kept busy on the computer

preparing church services during this time, as

well as hosting some Zoom Coffee and Chat’s. I

still enjoy getting out walking in the mountains

when I can as well. It’s been lovely to see the

snow on top of the Ben recently! Can I also wish

you all, and your loved ones, a blessed and

peaceful Christmas, as we remind ourselves of

the birth of Jesus for us.

Alister Murray



The CrossReach News and

Prayer Diary are available

at the rear of the Church.

The Guild had only one meeting left of the 2019/20 programme when  

“lock-down” happened and time stood still. This would have been our Annual 

General Meeting, so we held this by e-mail or on paper.

Very soon Karen Gillon, the Guild’s Assistant General Secretary and the only one 

of the national office staff not furloughed, started sending a weekly eNews from 

her home, and this, together with e-mails, phone calls and doorstep visits kept 

us in touch during the initial period when everyone was trying to get to grips 

with the situation.

Later on, thanks mainly to Elizabeth Blackburn’s determination, we started 

meeting using the Zoom platform, hesitantly at first, with some people seen and not heard, some heard and

not seen, and some unable to join at all. Patiently Elizabeth talked us all through the technicalities until, by

dint of those with access inviting one other person without access to join them in their homes (at appropriate

distance of course), we eventually had half our membership able to participate. Unfortunately the later ban

on visits to other homes reduced the number who could join meetings, and meant that the programme worked

out by the leadership team meeting on a sunny afternoon in Elizabeth’s garden and delivered to each member

with a little “minding” of a pot of lemon curd, had to be revised.

Those who are able have however continued to meet and have enjoyed a range of activities including a talk

on this year’s theme: The Extra Mile by Rev Macdonald, a Bible Study on the story of Ruth led by Janette

Steele, quizzes, games, conversation and the sharing of images of lock-down captured by Elizabeth, and Irene

Munro. As far as possible these activities have been shared by e-mail or on paper with those unable to join.

We will probably have another meeting  before Christmas, and then see what we can do in the New Year.

Anyone who would like to join us should contact Elizabeth on Elizabeth.blackburn@hotmail.com, who will send

an invitation.

Other than our own meetings, members have been able to participate virtually in the annual National

Gathering, normally held in Dundee but, on-line, accessible to so many more.  It was amazing to watch Marion

McIntyre in Shetland hand over the office of National President to Mabel Wallace in Fort William, all without

any of us leaving our homes. The Holy Communion, led by Marion’s husband Rev. Tom McIntyre from his living

room, was a most moving experience. There will  be a Christmas Big Sing, also on-line, early in December.

Several fundraising events have also taken place as restrictions have allowed: a virtual soup lunch early in the

year and garden parties with appropriate numbers for the time in summer, both to raise money for the Guild

projects, given that many Guilds, including ours, could not raise funds in the usual ways. At the time of the Big

Sing there will be an opportunity to donate towards solar lights for schools in Malawi.

Closer to home, we applied for and were delighted to receive a grant of £1,000 from the Guild Initiative Fund

to help with the local community effort to provide weekly meals and twice weekly contact to those isolated

due to Covid restrictions. A number of people involved with the Guild and others in the congregation were

among both volunteer distributors and recipients.

More recently we, together with others in the congregation and in neighbouring

congregations, have been knitting little angels to give to residents of local care homes,

since we cannot visit them just now. We are also, with the help of our probationer

minister Alister Murray, putting together a short video of Christmas greetings, readings,

carols and prayers to send to Cameron House, a Church of Scotland care home in

Inverness which we also visit, but whose infection control protocols do not allow them

to accept the angels.

Guild members wish all readers of Ferintosh Focus every blessing at Christmas and a healthy and

happier 2021.

C H U R C H  G R O U P S

GUILD



I have been involved with Highland Hospice Befrienders since before lockdown and I was pleased to be able to

continue during the whole of lockdown.

Due to government restrictions this meant during the initial lockdown that only phone calls could be made. As

the restrictions were eased during the summer then visits could resume weekly.

I consider this a very worthwhile 

service to those who need a 

befriender and I have to say it 

benefits me as it benefits the 

clients. I would encourage others 

to join the befriending service 

and get in touch with Highland 

Hospice.

Tom Thomas

L O C A L  M I S S I O N  U P D A T E

HIGHLAND HOSPICE BEFRIENDING

HIGHLAND FOODBANK
The work of Blythswood Care's Highland Foodbank has continued

throughout the year, supporting families across the area with simple

provisions to help them through tough times. The Foodbank is now in

it's 15th year and it is estimated that by the end of the year it will have

supplied 70,000 meals.

Caitlin Prentice has recently started

work as the new Foodbank

administrator. 

Please pray for her in this new role

and remember the staff, volunteers

and users of the Foodbank.

CARE HOME ANGELS
A huge thank you to the members of our

congregation and beyond for their

contribution to this project. 101 angels

were knitted and will be supplied to local

care homes in time for Christmas.



AN ONLINE
COMISSIONER

G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  2 0 2 0

May 2020 was to have been my first visit to the 

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland as 

a commissioner. I imagined myself sitting with 

the 700 or so other commissioners and was 

looking forward to learning more of the wider 

work of the church and hearing the debates, 

as well as enjoying fellowship with other 

commissioners. I would hoped to have met up 

with those I knew perhaps from the other 

Presbyteries of which I have been a part. Also the 

Guild has a wide network and it would be hard to 

go to any national church event and not meet a 

Guild member from elsewhere that I knew! But it was 

not to be. The Travelodge was cancelled and instead in 

the month of May our house got tidied out. 

But the Church of Scotland not to be thwarted chose to have an 

online, albeit shorter, General Assembly in one evening and one day in October. The advantage of the online

assembly was that there was no travelling; there was much less expense for the national church and you could

sit in your casual clothes, drink tea at the same time and put the washing out at lunchtime. 

We had an online training session how to access the assembly and it was fascinating to watch the assembly

speakers on the iPad while simultaneously voting on the laptop alongside it, as the deliverances appeared

spontaneously on the screen. Such is the wonders of modern technology – when they work... and mostly they

did.

The business of the Assembly can be read in the December issue of Life and Work. In this time of great change

and uncertainty the Chief Officer David Kendall said that  ‘what will matter most in taking us forward will be

the vision, quality, enthusiasm and ambition of the people of God to engage with the changes in our journey.’

The Right Reverend Martin Fair is a man with a great deal of stamina. He stood from 9.15am until 7 pm, with a

half hour for lunch and a couple of short breaks and moderated the occasion with grace and understanding.

He exhorted the Assembly to continue to do what Jesus commanded - go and make disciples. He encouraged,  

“We stare down uncertainty because we are held by the one who says, “I AM with you always, even to the end

of the age.” Note the tense: it’s a “here and now” promise. “I am with you.” So we hold our nerve, confident in

the One who will surely hold us”. 

Irene Munro

REPORTS, SPEECHES, DOCUMENTS AND VIDEO RECORDINGS OF THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2020 CAN BE FOUND
ON THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND WEBSITE:

HTTPS://WWW.CHURCHOFSCOTLAND.ORG.UK/ABOUT-
US/GENERAL-ASSEMBLY



While we are understandably concerned with what is

happening in our own country and local area at the

moment, we also need to remember that Covid is

affecting the whole world, in many countries adding

another layer of suffering to the consequences of

poverty, climate change and war.

A World Mission update can be found regularly on

the Church of Scotland website, including

information, prayer points and invitations to on-line

events. Christian Aid, The Leprosy Mission Scotland,

Traidcraft, Tearfund and other organisations we have

supported in the past also have informative websites.

All have seen their income fall and demands on their

resources increase over this year. All offer a range of

real and virtual gifts, if you are still looking for final

Christmas presents, but if you are already organised

on that front, a donation would be very welcome.

I have not heard recently from the Baxters about

their Alba Aid contacts, but I know that Malawi has

been affected by Covid, and all schools were shut

for a time. I will try to find out more before the next

Ferintosh Focus.

I did send off a large box full of used stamps when I

realised there would not be a chance to deliver them

as usual at the Guild National Gathering. Do please

continue to save stamps, but keep them at home at

the moment.

Janet WInchester

Whilst we have been unable to meet face to face,

the ladies have been keeping in touch with each

other by letter, emails and phone calls. We have

been exchanging family news, pictures of our

exercise walks and, of course, things we have

been studying from the scriptures on our own.

 

 

However, after a Guild Zoom Bible Study, we

realised just how much we have been missing the

proper interaction in our studies. So we are

beginning Zoom meetings. This has taken a long

prayerful time because we were aware that many

of our members do not have access to modern

technology. Hopefully, they will not feel

abandoned as we try to keep them updated in

other ways.

If you’d like to join this online group, please

contact Janette Steele email:

jintys@btinternet.com and we can invite you to the

next meeting. Please read the intimation on the

back of the Worship at Home posts each Sunday.

THE WIDER
HORIZON

W O R L D  M I S S I O N C H U R C H  G R O U P S

LADIES' BIBLE
STUDY



I don’t know about you but, although it has been 8 months we have been

enduring the Covid-19 virus and its consequences, time seems to be going

quite rapidly. A week goes by and you wonder what you have done in it. 

Some of the things many people have been doing - cooking and baking -

apple cakes, green tomato chutney and winter lentil soup.

Others have been honing their craft skills. Me I knit.

The hearts, knitted by neighbours too, went to Dundee Ninewells Intensive

Care Unit to help staff and patients stay connected with families unable

to visit. A Hedgehog for Struie, my yellow Labrador, who is obsessed with

hedgehogs. A teacosy went to a neighbour who once gave me ladybird

buttons from her son’s dressing gown (I love buttons) and I knitted this

waistcoat with strange yarn (Sirdar Beachcomber) but it turned out better

than expected. Guild members and friends are knitting Christmas Angels

for those in Care Homes.

Afternoon Tea was supposed to take place outdoors and the weather at

the end of June had been so kind. However, that birthday was very wet

and the venue had to be changed to almost outdoors. A socially

distanced tea with doors open in a hallway!

The Guild held a virtual soup lunch at the end of April when we had our

lunch together in our own homes - some in Shetland, others in Dumfries. In

fact all over the country!

 

Our two dogs have kept us going very much with exercise and company.

Ghillie, our black Labrador, celebrated his 13th birthday in July with his

friends from Perthshire, the spaniels. We plan another party for Struie for

her 5th with delicious carrot and peanut butter cake. 

I know a lot of people will have read lots of books and written many

letters keeping in touch with old friends. It has been a difficult few months

but we must remember the good things about kindness and caring which

has been going on all around us.

God has blessed us in many ways.

JANETTE STEELE
P E R S O N A L  R E F L E C T I O N S



Thoughts on 2020! A year with a difference!

Usually at this time of year, our church is a hive of activity as we prepare for the various activities which come as

part of our church life. In previous years I have given a resume of the various social events we have held as we

prepare for our now “regular” Coffee Morning with Christmas Stalls. Thoughts then go to how many mince pies

need to be bought for serving at our Family Services, Watchnight Service etc. We would then have our annual

“wee chat” with Santa as he mingled with the local school children in our church hall, following the Conon Tree

Lighting event.

Little did we think 2020 would turn out to be a year of so many changes to our lives with the arrival of the Covid

Pandemic and yet we have many reminders that God is still with us in all we do. We are so blessed to live in such

a beautiful part of His world with all His creation on display for us to enjoy and appreciate. Many of us have

gardens where we can watch the birds and wild life as they go about their business.

We have been fortunate to discover and re-discover many beautiful walks within out local area. To see the water

cascading over Rogie Falls or at Dunglass Island is indeed a wonderful sight. During “lockdown” when we were

encouraged to have a daily walk we met new neighbours and were reacquainted with (dare I say) “old”

neighbours whom we hadn’t seen for ages and we now know the names of all our local 4 legged friends.

Christmas this year will indeed be celebrated in many different ways throughout the country. However no matter

how we celebrate, we know we have the Christmas message of hope for the future, love for one another and the

knowledge that God is always with us in all we do and say. Wherever and however you spend your socially

distanced Christmas do keep safe as we look forward to having more normality in our lives and a safe return to

the fellowship enjoyed at Ferintosh Parish Church. 

I wish everyone a safe Christmas and a happy and healthy 2021. Take care and God Bless!

JANET MURRAY
P E R S O N A L  R E F L E C T I O N S

A B O V E :  D U N G L A S S  I S L A N D    R I G H T :  R O G I E  F A L L S



COVID CRISES, CANCELLATIONS AND CONNECTIONS 

And the end of March 2020 my calendar, like everyone’s was beginning to look like the train departure

board at Glasgow Central station during extreme weather when I was aiming to visit family in Bishopton last

winter. All cancelled.

Easter holidays – cancelled; African prayer weekend – cancelled; General Assembly attendance – cancelled;

Tulliallan trip with Prospects – cancelled ; daughter’s wedding – cancelled;  care home visits - cancelled.

But it’s great when a child can give an adult a sense of perspective. My daughter has a cake making business

and had a very fussy customer who eventually cancelled her order. My daughter was so relieved and happy

about not having to deal with the awkward customer any more that she said to her seven year old daughter,

’Abigail, aren’t you pleased for me that I don’t have that order anymore?’Abigail replied, ‘I am just pleased that I

am alive and have my family’!  Out of the mouths of babes! What is one difficult customer in the midst of a

pandemic?!

During this time of Covid a whole lot of us have changed our perspective and I have realised that relationships

and human connections are more precious than so much of the trivia that makes up life: and indeed I am

grateful for every breath God gives me. Conducting funeral services of worship restricted the support from family

and friends for the bereaved, both physical and emotional and focused my mind on our human frailties.

But it’s known that the Chinese character for crisis and  for opportunity are the same 

Crisis can lead to opportunity. 

As Chaplain to Vulnerable Groups in Ross Presbytery then I 

was challenged to look for opportunities to connect in 

various ways that I had not done before. And one connection 

led to another.

At the start of lockdown suddenly we were all vulnerable!  The 

virus restricted us all. Suddenly though, I found a lot of good will 

in the community when, in the capacity as neighbour, I delivered 

fliers round the doors in my neighbourhood offering help. As well 

as requests coming to me for help, five people in the community 

who I had never met offered to help me in case I had to self 

isolate. As a result of this a connection was made with two 

isolated couples who were added to the community lunch club 

list for weekly deliveries and midweek phone contact by the 

helpers. The national Guild connected in with this and provided 

£1000 from the Guild Initiative fund towards the meals. That 

funded 120 meals over two weeks. 60 meals once a week were 

delivered for six months to those who were shielding. See the 

photo of Tom with his doorstep delivery.

The Guild connection with Prospects Across Scotland funded 

an administrator who, along with the co-ordinator, set up an 

online coffee morning. I was able to connect up in this with the 

members with learning difficulties, some of whom were local 

and just as importantly, their family, carers who had very few 

contacts throughout the weeks and months.

                                     Cont.

IRENE MUNRO
P E R S O N A L  R E F L E C T I O N S



Cont.

This coffee time online was a highlight of my week. This led to other forums to learn more creative ways using

technology in worship and allowed me to continue connection with Seaforth House in our parish in sending

worship videos to them (and other care homes I am involved with). One connection led to another.

‘No man is an island entire of itself ‘said John Donne. How true this was literally for our daughter’s church in the

Island of Tiree where we also used to live and are still connected with. Along with others from other parts of the

UK we could join in live worship. ‘Breakout rooms’ after online services meant we could connect with three or four

other people after worship. Others, who couldn’t physically access the church building to experience worship

prior to Covid, now were able to worship online, including some residents we know in the local care home on the

island who could participate with their church family for the first time for a long time. 

During lockdown I read a very small but significant book by Tom Wright, God and the Pandemic. He reminds us of

Romans 8:28 in the Revised Standard Version which tells us that as well as God working things for good for those

who love Him and are called according to his purpose, He also works with those who love Him.

I have been reminded that the Holy Spirit is not bound by government restrictions and prayers have continued

with others on the phone: distance no object. As the pandemic continues, I aim to keep perspective on God’s

greatness and goodness and as my granddaughter’s positivity reminds me, to be thankful that I am alive and still

have connectivity with  family and friends and the wide church family. Covid 19  cancelled out a lot of planned

activities but in a strange way provided new connections and maintained old ones in ways that i would never

have imagined this time last year. God goes ahead!

P E R S O N A L  R E F L E C T I O N                          C H U R C H  G R O U P S

T I R E E



Guild National Conference Perth March 14th 2020 - CANCELLED, it may not be safe to bring together delegates from all

over Scotland in view of this strange new virus. But I was going to go on to spend a few nights with my sister near Dundee -

what to do? Let’s go ahead (thank goodness we did)- but then: over seventies to stay indoors! essential travel only! Am I

really over 70? My birthday was not three months ago. And travelling home seems essential unless I am to occupy my

sister’s sofa bed and restrict her family’s use of the living room indefinitely. Meeting my brother and sister in law in

Aberdeen on the way home, though, is probably not essential (so we thought at the time), so an extra long journey for

nothing - other than my first sight of a masked traveller - sinister...

Back home, I need to get some food in. In spite of frighteningly bare shelves in shops, I manage  most of my list. Washing up

liquid is the most elusive, but I track down a huge bottle (not finished even yet). Are we to hold the Prayer Meeting? NO!

What about the Bible Study? NO! Country Dancing CANCELLED - can’t be done without touching others!  Choral Society

CANCELLED - most dangerous activity, projecting dangerous droplets far and wide! Will there even be a Sunday Service?

NO! Will anything ever be the same again??? Worship at Home will keep us in touch. The first delivery is so enthusiastic that

one person receives three copies from three different people! BBC broadcasts Sunday services on television for the first

time in years. And there is almost too great a choice of services from all over the country accessible on-line.

Now it is getting serious. Government announcement: all stay indoors except for specified reasons. All non-essential shops

shut - oh no ! - I am due to have my hair cut the very next day. OK, I need to make a plan. One weekly visit to town should

do it, and I can pick up anything anyone else needs at the same time. I offer help to neighbours and others, receiving also

offers of help, but everyone I can think of seems to be “sorted”. I need to DO something. I need to contact people, make

sure they are all right. Phone calls, e-mails, cards, within the congregation, around the local area, elsewhere in the UK,

Europe, further afield. A “hug in a box” for my niece, whose husband has walked out on her. By Easter I have worked my

way through my Christmas list. On Easter Sunday, looking out at our Church building, which should be full of colour and

sound and joy, standing silent and sad, I receive a phone call at 11 o’clock from a friend, not herself a believer, who says she

has phoned because she knew I would be missing going to Church. Much appreciated.

Time goes on. I have a rainbow in my window, and a couple of teddies for the wee ones to spot. Signs of Spring are all

around as we dutifully walk about, no more than  five miles from home. Elizabeth’s crab apple tree is magnificent, laden

with blossom and the promise of fruit. I wish I had taken a photo. A chance meeting with someone - known or unknown - is

a blessing. So are cards and drawings from children posted through the letterbox. Zoom, a concept unfamiliar until now,

becomes a life line - but will I manage to join? How do I see the others? How do I hear them? How do I indicate I want to

speak? Gradually we all become more proficient, and wonder how on earth we would have managed if this pandemic had

happened before the internet existed. God’s time is always the right time indeed. Though this is surely hard to believe for

the family of my friend Klaus in Germany (Germany, hailed as a Covid success story), the only person I know personally who

has died of Covid.

Summer is coming, and I have a new little neighbour Mia, born at the beginning of July. We have become used to face

coverings, hand sanitizer, socially distanced queues, and the daily statistics seem less terrifying. Gradually we are allowed

to do more, even actually meet people other than those we live with. A cup of tea in a garden, a picnic with family

members at a spot halfway between our homes, a meal outdoors at a cafe with  friend - such simple pleasures previously

taken for granted become precious. But some places are overwhelmed with those in search of green space and fresh air,

so that a friend who lives in a  well known coastal beauty spot warns that it is no pleasure to visit. And some, like my sister

in law facing chemotherapy, are unable to enjoy even the limited “freedom” on offer.

And so to Autumn. Children return to school, students to university. The building project behind my house is finally

progressing. A few lucky County fans get to see a match live. But as cases rise, we mourn the loss of hard-won, short-lived

respite and hunker down again. It is harder now. We are tired, we are fed up, we are confused by ever-changing

regulations. We long for an end in sight, a light at the end of the tunnel, and hardly dare to hope that we may indeed be

seeing it, as vaccines appear to offer a way out.

Keep safe - keep  smiling - keep in contact. That was my mantra in the early days. Now what? Keep right on to the end of

the road? Keep each other going? Keep believing that one day this WILL be past history. Paul had it nailed when he wrote

to the Hebrews: “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and

perfected of faith.”

JANET WINCHESTER
P E R S O N A L  R E F L E C T I O N S



Professor Wright wrote a short piece for Time

Magazine and was persuaded to expand on it and

this little book is the result.

It is a Christian reflection on and response to the

dangerous, deadly disease that has made us

distanced and full of dread.

He contends that modern day Christians would do

well to follow their forbears in the faith by not asking

“Why did this happen?” but by asking, “What might

we do to alleviate, if not eradicate, such pain,

suffering and disease?”

Wright encourages believers to turn to Scripture for

guidance and sustenance in these topsy-turvy times.

In the New Testament, he observes that Christ

following entails praying as taught by Jesus and

living as he taught us to live, not least in sorrow and

suffering. Acts 11, Acts 17, Revelation 1, 5 and 7

reminding us we do not groan alone and are called

to be God’s co-workers. 

Professor Wright concludes by calling on the Church

to grieve, though not without hope.

He has written roughly 80 books and many are quite

difficult reads. However, I would recommend this as

an encouragement to turn to the Word of God in

these unprecedented times.

Janette Steele

GOD AND THE
PANDEMIC

B O O K  R E V I E W S

LOCKDOWN

On a fictional book which you might like to read if

your genre is crime, Peter May, of the Lewis Trilogy,

wrote a book called “Lockdown” early in this century.

However, it was rejected as being too far- fetched.

So it was put into his drawer until guess what? It was

all ready to roll when our lockdown occurred.

If you would like reassurance that we are going

through circumstances which could have been much

worse, YES!, this is a good read.

Janette Steele



A full-colour copy of this

newsletter is available on

our website.

GET IN TOUCH WITH THE NEWSLETTER TEAM

SESSION CLERK: Martin McLauchlan

Culcairn Mill, Evanton IV16 9XS                                                     Tel. 01349 830303

TREASURER: Jim Bremner

Strathmore, Gairloch Crescent, Conon Bridge IV7 8BQ                      Tel. 01349 861412

ROLL KEEPER, ORDER OF SERVICE & WEBSITE: John Smith

The Finches, Strathdrynie, Dingwall IV15 9UJ                                           Tel. 01349 865915

NEWSLETTER TEAM: Emma Smith, John Smith, Jannette Steele, Hugh Steele

PASTORAL CARE TEAM: Janette Steele

17 Muirden Road, Maryburgh IV7 8EJ                                                   Tel. 01349 861591

GUILD CONTACT: Janet Winchester

3 Burnside Lane, Conon Bridge, IV7 8EX                                              Tel. 01349 865308

SUNDAY CLUB: Pauline Wittka Jezewsk

23 Wyvis Crescent, Conon Bridge IV7 8BZ                                           Tel. 01349 863667

PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE GROUPS: Hugh Fraser

Achnasoul, Muir Of Ord, IV6 7XA                                                              Tel. 01997 433384

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS: Elizabeth Blackburn                                Tel. 01349 861593

SOCIAL CONVENER: Janet Murray

The Cottages, Easter Kinkell, Conon Bridge, IV7 8HY                              Tel. 01349 864024

FREEWILL OFFERING & GIFT AID: Hugh Steele

17 Muirden Road, Maryburgh IV7 8EJ                                                    Tel. 01349 861591

As always, we welcome any comments, questions or

suggestions about the newsletter. Submissions are now

invited for the next edition of the Focus - these can be

made to members of the editorial team, or sent by email

to strathdrynie@gmail.com
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