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“Do you not  fee l ,  my brethren ,  that  the gospel  of  God is  peace

to man? Where e lse can peace be found but  in  the message of

Jesus?”  (C.  H.  Spurgeon)
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HYMN

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we pray that as we come to

you this Christmas, as we rejoice in all this

season means for us as individuals and families

and as a church family, we pray that something

of the sheer grandeur and completeness of our

Saviour will break in upon our souls and thrill us,

and that this Advent may be a time not only

when we remember Christ's Advent to us, but

also when we enjoy our Advent to him in faith

and love. Hear us, bless us, we pray, in Jesus

name. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING

10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and

bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have

sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,

11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality,

which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 

12 For the administration of this service not only

supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding

through many thanksgivings to God, 

13 while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify

God for the obedience of your confession to the

gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them

and all men, 

14 and by their prayer for you, who long for you

because of the exceeding grace of God in you. 

15 Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift!

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

2 CORINTHIANS 9: 6 - 15
(NKJV)

Hark! the herald angels sing

Glory to the new-born King!

Peace on earth and mercy mild

God and sinners reconciled!

Joyful, all ye nations, rise

Join the triumph of the skies

With the angelic host proclaim

Christ is born in Bethlehem!

Hark! the herald angels sing

Glory to the new-born King!

Christ, by highest heaven adored

Christ, the everlasting Lord

Late in time behold him come

Offspring of the Virgin's womb

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see

Hail the incarnate Deity

Pleased as man with man to dwell

Jesus, our Emmanuel!

SERMON
A poet once wrote, "Christ reigns, ye saints, exalt

your strains, your God is King, your Father reigns, and

he is at the Father's side, the man of love, the

crucified." This is made possible only because God

became incarnate in Jesus Christ and God gives the

gift of His Son, gives the King who has the whole

world in His hand for sinners like you and me. If we

realise this even for a moment, our hearts would

rejoice with joy unspeakable. We would have a

discouragement free zone in our lives if we

understood what it means that Jesus Christ has come

and suffered and died and rose again and ever

intercedes at the Father's right hand for us moment

by moment if we're true believers. What a gift. What

generosity in the heart of God to give His only

begotten Son.

6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also

reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will

also reap bountifully. 

7 So let each one give as he purposes in his

heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God

loves a cheerful giver. 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound

toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency

in all things, may have an abundance for every

good work.

9 As it is written:

“He has dispersed abroad,

He has given to the poor;

His righteousness endures forever.”



The Creator of the clouds and the rain and the seas

will ask a despised Samaritan woman for a drink of

water. How do you understand it? It's unspeakable.

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,

good will toward men." It's a message of grace. It's a

message of love. It's a message of substitutionary

love. The joy of heaven has come down to earth to

become a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

This is an unspeakable gift. 

It's unspeakable too because of what it saves us

from. It saves us from atrocious sin. Fallen angels are

bound in the blackness of darkness, Jude tells us,

bound in eternal chains expecting an eternity of

wretchedness while sinners can be redeemed, and all

our sins can be washed away and cast behind His

back into the sea of eternal forgetfulness? This is an

unspeakable gift.

We finish today with a short poem by Robert Murray

M'Cheyne. "When this passing world is done, when it's

sunk beyond glaring sun, when I stand with Christ in

glory, looking 'oer life's finished story, then, Lord, shall

I fully know, not 'til then how much I owe. When I

stand before the throne, dressed in beauty not my

own, when I see thee as thou art, lovely with

unsinning heart, then, Lord, shall I fully know, not 'til

then how much I owe." Thanks be to God for his

unspeakable gift.

Well, Paul says God has given us an amazing

gift; a gift of immense value; a gift that is

uttered in all its fullness in the word of God; a

gift that is offered freely; a gift that comes

without any obligation on God's part. God never

offered His gift so that one day He would

receive something back in return. It's not a loan.

It's not a low interest gift. There’s no hidden

obligations. God's hands are stretched out and

He says, "Here is my Son. I give Him to you,

sinner, freely." It's a divine gift. 

Secondly, it's an unspeakable gift. The original

word here means that this gift cannot be

expounded in full. Or it's beyond human

language. It's indescribable. It's beyond the

confines of our human vocabulary. This gift is

unspeakable and it's amazing because of what

that love has done. John 3:16, is a very well-

known verse in the Bible. It doesn't say how

exciting it is that God loved the world. It doesn't

say that God loved the world fervently or greatly

or immeasurably or unspeakably. It doesn't give

all kinds of adverbs and adjectives to this love.

It's the greatest verse in the Bible because it

describes what God gives. "God so loved the

world that he gave his only begotten Son".

Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift. 

Thirdly, God's gift is indescribable because of

the person whom He gives, the Lord Jesus Christ.

In giving us Christ, God gave us Himself and all

that He possesses. He gave us something more

than the worlds and the universes in comparison

to the Creator of the rolling spheres and the

Lord of the angels. All these things are mere

creatures but He's a Creator. God gave the

Creator. Can we comprehend that? "Thanks, be

to God for his unspeakable gift."

Then, fourthly, this gift is so unspeakable

because of how low God had to come to give it.

From the throne of the universe, to become a

little baby in the womb and then born to a poor

virgin girl, wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in

a manger in Bethlehem. The mother of our Lord

looks after the ancient of days. The Maker of all

things will help the one He calls father to make

tables in the carpenter's shop in Nazareth. The

one in whom are hid all treasures of wisdom and

knowledge, will sit among doctors in the temple

listening to what they say. The one who owns

the universe will have nowhere to lay His head.

HYMN 
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

2 God of God, Light of Light eternal, 

Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created, [Refrain] 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above: 

"Glory to God, all glory in the highest!" [Refrain]

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born that happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; [Refrain]



 BBC Scotland channel are broadcasting a Christmas

Day version of the Moderator’s Christmas message at

12noon on 25 December, and the Resolutions

programme featuring the ‘Scented Lament’ will be

shown on BBC1 Scotland at 12:35pm on New Year’s

Day.

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

WORSHIP UPDATE
Depending on demand there will be two Sunday

services, at 11am and 12.15pm. The services will run

initially on a trial basis, and seating is limited to

comply with guidelines. To attend you must contact

the Session Clerk, Martin McLauchlan, by Friday at

5pm prior to the service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form at:

ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or email the 

Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form for

you to complete and submit. If you do not have

access to the Internet, phone him on 01349 830303

and leave your name and phone number and he will

get back to you as soon as he can to take your

details.

Martin McLauchlan, Session Clerk

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Our gracious God and heavenly Father, we

thank you that you know us through-and-

through and that your word is able, first to

find us and then to speak to us and then to

transform us. We pray that by the power of

your Holy Spirit this book that we read will live

for us today in the grace and through the

teaching of our Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ.

We come to you, our eyes are upon you, our

hearts are full of affection for you, our wills

bowed before you and we say to you, Speak,

Lord, for your servants are listening. This we

pray in Jesus name. Amen.

PRAYER


