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Dr Martyn L loyd-Jones sa id ,  “We are ent i re ly  dependent  upon the

Scr iptures .  We have no sav ing t ruth  apart  f rom what  we f ind in

the B ib le .  Noth ing can ever  be added to Scr ipture.  There can be

no fur ther  reve lat ion ,  because reve lat ion on ly  comes through the

apost les  and prophets ,  and there are no apost les  now,  and

cannot  be by def in i t ion.  So,  we are ent i re ly  conf ined to the

Scr iptures ,  and we can add noth ing to them.  Nei ther  must  we

take anyth ing away f rom them.  We are in  no pos i t ion to  p ick  and

choose f rom them."   

w w w . f e r i n t o s h p a r i s h c h u r c h . o r g . u k



HYMN

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, streams upon streams of love

overflow our path,

Thou hast made us out of nothing,

Hast recalled us from the far country,

Hast translated us from ignorance to

knowledge,

From darkness to light,

From death to life,

From folly to wisdom,

From error to truth,

From sin to victory.

Thanks be to thee for the comfort of thy Word,

For the ordinances of thy church,

For the teaching of thy Spirit,

For Christian fellowship.

Our heaven-born faith gives promise to eternal

sight,

Our new birth a pledge of never-ending life.

We draw near to thee, knowing thou wilt draw

near to us.

We bless and adore thee, the eternal God,

For the comforts of these thoughts,

The joys of these hopes,

Have mercy on us, we pray in Jesus name, Amen. 

(Prayer from ‘A collection of puritan prayers’)

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image,

according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the

fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle,

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps

on the earth.” 

27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of

God He created him; male and female He created them. 

28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be

fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air,

and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

29 And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that

yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every

tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. 

30 Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air,

and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is

life, I have given every green herb for food”; and it was so. 

31 Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed

it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the

sixth day.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

GENESIS 1: 26 - 31 (NKJV)

1. Hail to the Lord's Anointed,

great David's greater Son!

Hail in the time appointed,

his reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression,

to set the captive free;

to take away transgression,

and rule in equity.

 

2. He comes with succour speedy

to those who suffer wrong;

to help the poor and needy,

and bid the weak be strong;

to give them songs for sighing,

their darkness turn to light,

whose souls, condemned and dying,

are precious in his sight.

3. To him shall prayer unceasing

and daily vows ascend;

his kingdom still increasing,

a kingdom without end.

The tide of time shall never

his covenant remove;

his name shall stand forever;

that name to us is love.

SERMON
Throughout our studies of Genesis 1 we have been

commenting on the significance of the creation

account for a Christian worldview. We saw that

Genesis 1:1 tells us where we are living: in a world

created by a transcendent, holy, and almighty God. It

is therefore a world with purpose and with a history

under the Creator’s sovereign will. Genesis 1:27

reveals an equally important question: What am I? It

answers that we are living creatures made by God to

bear His own image. The stamp of God is seen in our

souls, which possess moral and spiritual self-

awareness. It exists in our ability and calling to love.



A good illustration of the image of God in fallen man

is that of a car windscreen that has shattered. The

glass remains there but it is so damaged that it will

no longer function properly. So also, with the image

of God in fallen mankind. What is particularly lost

through sin is our righteousness and holiness. We now

are guilty before God, alienated from the God we

still know, and we are corrupted in our thoughts and

desires. This being the case, the marvellous faculties

God has given us now are employed in the service of

sin. No longer will we reflect the perfect love of the

Trinity in our relationships, but they will be damaged

and destroyed by a love of self in the place of love

for one another. Paul writes that fallen man “does

not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they

are folly to him” (1 Cor. 2:14). Romans 8:7 adds, “the

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it

does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot.” In

short, the image of God has been distorted by total

depravity. We remain creatures designed to know

God and respond to Him in faith and praise. Now

fallen man, bearing God’s image, responds to divine

knowledge by cursing His name and rebelling against

His grace. 

This dire situation of the image of God shattered by

sin raises a final question: can it be restored? And if

the original, glorious image of God in man can be

restored, who will be the one to do it? The answer to

this great question of all questions is the main

subject of the entire Bible, the good news of Jesus

Christ, God’s Son. There is hope for us in our sin,

because of the grace of God which fulfils His original

plan for creation. Jesus came to restore our original

righteousness which was lost through sin against our

Maker. He fulfilled the law of God on our behalf and

then offered His own life as a sacrifice to the justice

of God for the forgiveness of our sins. Romans 3:23-

25 explains the great gospel doctrine of justification

through faith in Jesus Christ: “for all have sinned and

fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in

Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation

by his blood, to be received by faith.” 

The good news of salvation in Christ does not only

remedy our standing with God. God’s image involved

not only righteousness but holiness of mind, heart,

and body. Jesus’ saving gift provides the remedy for

the power of sin, along with the cleansing of sin’s

guilt.

And, above all, we are creatures designed by

God to know God, for spiritual communion with

our Maker in knowledge and righteousness.

There is nothing that could grant a greater

dignity, along with humility before God,

together with a higher sense of calling and

privilege than to realise that we are creatures

designed to know and be known by God and to

love and be loved by the Creator Himself. 

There is a problem, however, with the image of

God in man: it has been shattered by our sin.

Genesis 3 ends, after the breaking of God’s

covenant, with these words: God “drove out the

man, and at the east of the garden of Eden He

placed the cherubim and a flaming sword. . . to

guard the way to the tree of life” (Gen. 3:24).

Man, made as royalty amidst the creatures,

became a servant to the earth: “the LORD God

sent him out from the garden of Eden to work

the ground from which he was taken” (Gen.

3:23). 

Two questions are raised by the fall of man into

sin and condemnation. The first question is

whether the image of God was lost to fallen

mankind. The answer is both No and Yes. First,

the Bible indicates that fallen man retains the

image of God with respect to our value and

dignity. We see this truth when God forbids the

taking of human life. He told Noah, long after

the fall: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by

man shall his blood be shed, for God made man

in his own image” (Gen. 9:6). Man has not lost

the image of God, a fact that grounds the

sanctity of human life. 

On the other hand, man has lost the vital core of

the image of God, in the form of righteousness

and holiness in relating to Him. The result of sin,

therefore, has been not the complete loss of the

divine image but rather its thorough corruption.

Henri Blocher writes: We must state both that

after his revolt mankind remains mankind, and

also that mankind has radically changed, that

he is but a grisly shadow of himself. Mankind

remains the image of God, inviolable and

responsible, but has become a contradictory

image, one might say a caricature, a witness

against himself.



This is where the language of Genesis 1:27 is

echoed in the New Testament teaching that by

faith in Jesus we are being “renewed in the spirit

of your minds, . . . to put on the new self,

created after the likeness of God in true

righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4:23-24). By

the grace of Christ and the power of the Holy

Spirit whom He sends, we are born again to a

God-honouring life, restored in the image of

righteousness and holiness. To this end, one of

the great promises of the New Testament

assures us that Christ is working in us by the

Spirit not only to restore us to the image of God

which we have lost, but to carry us forward to

bear the image of the glory of God in Jesus

Christ. By the power of the very Spirit who

brooded over the waters of the original creation

(Gen. 1:2), Paul says, “we all, with unveiled face,

beholding the glory of the Lord, are being

transformed into the same image from one

degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18). 

What great joy there is in our justification

through faith in Christ! And what hope and

purpose there is in the sanctifying work of the

Spirit who is conforming us to the image of

Christ (Rom. 8:29). Henri Blocher said: “In Jesus

Christ, who is both the Son of God and the

Image of God, we are restored to our humanity,

as true images of our Creator, and more than

images; we become God’s sons in his Son, by

the bond of a new covenant.”

It is tempting to look back on the created image

of God which was broken by sin and regret that

things will never be the same way with God

again. Yet, in the light of God’s revealed Word,

we see that God’s gift in salvation is greater

than the original creation gift, and His purpose

in all these things was a higher communion with

Him through our union with Christ in faith.

The story is told of a young boy who bought a kit

and spent weeks carefully constructing a

treasured sailboat. When it finally was

completed, he took it down to the lake. It sailed

so beautifully that it kept going, right out of

sight. Despite all his efforts, the boy could not

find the boat. Several weeks later he was

walking past a store window when to his

amazement he saw that boat, only it had an

expensive price tag on it. He went into the store

and explained to the shopkeeper. 

PARAPHRASE 52
1 Ye who the name of Jesus bear,

his sacred steps pursue;

and let that mind which was in him

be also found in you.

 

2 His greatness he for us abased,

for us his glory veiled;

in human likeness dwelt on earth,

his majesty concealed:

 

3 Nor only as a man appears,

but stoops a servant low;

submits to death, nay, bears the cross,

in all its shame and woe.

 

4 Hence God this generous love to all

with honours just hath crowned,

and raised the name of Jesus far

above all names renowned.

But the owner said, “I’m sorry, but I paid a great

deal of money for this toy boat and I cannot give

it to you for free.” So, the boy took up jobs and

worked and worked until he finally had enough

money to buy back his boat. Finally, he walked

out of the store with his precious boat in his

hand. And he said, “Now you are twice mine –

once because I made you and once because I

bought you.”

So, it is with God. He created us in His own

image, after His own likeness. We belonged to

Him, but then were lost in sin. But so great is His

love for His people that He sent His own Son,

Jesus, to purchase us back by the precious blood

of His cross. Now we really are twice His forever

– once by creation and again by the cross.

However, marvellous is the goodness of God in

creation, it is only made more wonderful by the

grace of God in Jesus Christ. How willing, eager,

and excited we should be, to exercise our

privileges as bearers of His image, redeemed

and restored in Christ: to know God better, serve

Him, and live from now on to the PRAISE of His

name.



We are planning weekly meetings until 16th

December at 9.45am each Wednesday. If anyone

wants to join in the Zoom meetings please email:

jintys@btinternet.com so that an invitation to join will

be sent. 

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

WORSHIP UPDATE
Services have re-started in the Church in Conon

Bridge on a trial basis. Depending on demand there

will be two Sunday services, at 11am and 12.15pm. The

services will run initially on a trial basis, and seating

is limited to comply with guidelines. To attend you

must contact the Session Clerk, Martin McLauchlan,

by Friday at 5pm prior to the service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form at:

ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or email the 

Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form for

you to complete and submit. If you do not have

access to the Internet, phone him on 01349 830303

and leave your name and phone number and he will

get back to you as soon as he can to take your

details.

Martin McLauchlan, Session Clerk

LADIES BIBLE STUDY

Father, we praise You that in Your kindness

You have spoken Your Word of incredible

power through human means to all our hearts.

May the eyes of faith see You and our hearts

embrace You and may we reach out to You in

love and receive the great promises of the

Gospel. Be pleased, we pray, to cause us to

know that today we heard You. We ask this in

Jesus mighty name. Amen.

PRAYER


