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John wrote in  the Gospel ,  ‘we beheld H is  g lory  and He dwelt  among

us! ’  We today can behold the g lory  of  Chr is t  on th is  Lord ’s  Day and

know that  the Lord dwel l s  among us  as  we read His  precious  Word.  May

we rest  in  the fact  that  we d idn ’ t  have to be there at  the manger  or  at

the feeding of  the 5000,  or  be there at  the mountain  of

t ransf igurat ion ,  or  even to be at  the cross  or  to  see an empty  tomb.  We

can know the fu lness  of  Chr is t ’ s  redempt ive love ,  forg iveness ,  mercy

and peace when we turn  to  the pages of  Scr ipture which br ings  a

more-sure message than even being an eyewitness  of  Chr is t ’ s

T ransf igurat ion.
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PSALM 103

PRAYER
Father, we pray that you would enlarge our

hearts for love of you, our minds for thoughts of

you, our mouths with praises of you, and our

lives of obedience to you. We praise you for

your Son in whom we see you most clearly and

we pray that our lives would be Christ-focused,

God-glorifying, Spirit-endued to the praise of

your glory. Amen

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING

19 Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you

keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me?”

20 The people answered and said, “You have a

demon. Who is seeking to kill You?”

21 Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one work,

and you all marvel. 

22 Moses therefore gave you circumcision (not that it

is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you

circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 

23 If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so

that the law of Moses should not be broken, are you

angry with Me because I made a man completely well

on the Sabbath? 

24 Do not judge according to appearance, but judge

with righteous judgment.”

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

JOHN 7: 14 - 24 (NKJV)

1. O Thou my soul, bless God the Lord;

And all that in me is

Be stirred up his holy name

To magnify and bless

 

2. Bless, O my soul, the Lord thy God;

And not forgetful be

Of all his gracious benefits he

Hath bestow’d on thee.

 

3. All thine iniquities who doth

Most graciously forgive;

Who thy diseases all and pains

Doth heal, and thee relieve.

 

4. Who doth redeem thy life, that thou to 

Death may’st not go down;

Who thee with loving kindness doth

And tender mercies crown.

 

5. Who with abundance of good things

Doth satisfy thy mouth;

So that ev’n as the eagle’s age,

Renewed is thy youth.  Amen

14 Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went

up into the temple and taught. 

15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, “How does this

Man know letters, having never studied?” 

16 Jesus answered them and said, “My doctrine is

not Mine, but His who sent Me. 

17 If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know

concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God

or whether I speak on My own authority. 

18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own

glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who

sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him. 

SERMON
Notice that all through the Gospels there are two

kinds of people. There are those who sit quietly at

Jesus’ feet to learn. Then there are those, like these

religious leaders who stand before Him arguing. The

most important issue is whether or not we are willing

to submit ourselves to God’s Word. Are you sitting

quietly at Christ’s feet or are you arguing with the

Bible? Over and again, this is what determines

whether we are able to discern and receive what God

has taught. Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in the LORD with

all your heart, and do not lean on your own

understanding.” 

Augustine was one of the most brilliant minds ever, but

he established a rule that whenever he found that he

disagreed with the Bible he concluded that he was the

one who was wrong, and he submitted to the teaching

of God’s Word. 



Just as we must commit to doing God’s will, those

who would be true must place God’s glory first in all

things. The Westminster Shorter Catechism famously

begins, “The chief end of man is to glorify God and

enjoy him forever.” This is what it means; that we

were made in God’s image (Gen. 1:26), and that His

glory should be reflected in our lives and in our

worship. It is especially true that our salvation has

God’s glory as its chief end.

We have many benefits from Jesus Christ, but chief

among them is the privilege that our salvation should

bring eternal glory to God. Realising this, our lives

should be directed to God’s glory. Jesus taught, “Let

your light shine before others, so that they may see

your good works and give glory to your Father who is

in heaven” (Mt. 5:16). Humility before God is a key to

learning God’s Word. The humble heart is a learning

heart; it is open to being taught by God. As we are

taught by God’s Word, we must come to make right

judgments about all kinds of matters. A good place

to start is with Jesus’ summary of God’s law in the

two great commandments – loving God and loving

others. These two commands should guide our

judgment of all things.

Well, Jesus’ teaching both confronted and explained

the hostility of His hearers. They were not seeking to

do God’s will, so they could not recognise sound

teaching. They did not seek God’s glory but their

own, so their hearts were false. Judging by worldly

appearances, they discerned matters wrongly. Let us

seek to avoid these mistakes, but rather commit

ourselves to doing God’s will, seeking His glory in all

things, and learning to judge rightly according to the

Bible. 

If we do these things, we will come to exactly the

opposite conclusion from the one Jesus’ hearers at

the Feast of Tabernacles reached. They concluded

that they had no use for Jesus. But if we seek to do

God’s will, we will soon realise how great is our need

for the forgiveness only Jesus can give and for the

strength He promises to those who believe. If we

seek God’s glory, we will humbly adore Jesus Christ;

instead of blaspheming, “You have a demon!” we will

say with Peter, “You have the words of eternal life…,

you are the Holy One of God” (Jn. 6:68-69). And of

all the things that we judge rightly, the first will be

our own great need to believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ and find our salvation through His death on the

cross for our sins.

This is what it means to “will to do God’s will” –

that we are willing to believe and obey what the

Bible teaches, even when it requires a revision in

our thinking and actions.

Our first question must always be to determine

what Scripture really says. Then we must humble

ourselves to receive and believe it because it is

God’s Word. Only then may we enter safely into

questions of understanding, and God will lead

us deeper into truth. Jesus states this promise:

“If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know

whether the teaching is from God” (Jn. 7:17). F.

F. Bruce explains, “If there be a readiness to do

the will of God, the capacity for discerning

God’s message will follow.” 

Once we realise that we are not schoolmasters

but pupils, we have placed ourselves in the right

place to be taught by God through His Word.

This explains why Jesus’ hearers did not receive

Him in faith. It wasn’t because of defects in Him

or His teaching. They simply were not willing to

be taught by God’s Word. Friends, either the

Bible is God’s holy Word, or it possesses no

authority at all. Examine the many proofs of the

Bible’s divine authorship and read it with a

prayer that God will show you the truth of His

Word. And when you have come to this

conviction, determine to do the will of God. 

As you understand the Bible’s teaching,

determine to believe and put it into practice.

Jesus’ hearers resented His rebukes; they were

not willing to be corrected by God’s Word. This

is why they rejected Him who is the true

Tabernacle. The same can happen to us; if we

drift away from the way He wants us to live, we

will find that His voice grows ever fainter. Other

voices intrude. But as we, who have Christ’s

Spirit, live in obedience to Him, we find our lives

enriched immeasurably as Christ’s teaching

takes deeper root in our hearts.

Jesus followed this promise with an important

principle that also explained the unbelief of His

hearers. He added, “The one who speaks on his

own authority seeks his own glory, but the one

who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true,

and in him there is no falsehood” (Jn. 7:18). 



Behold th'amazing gift of love

the Father hath bestowed

on us, the sinful sons of men,

to call us sons of God!

 

Our souls, we know, when he appears,

shall bear his image bright,

for all his glory, full disclosed,

shall open to our sight.

 

A hope so great and so divine

may trials well endure,

and purify our souls from sin,

as Christ himself is pure.

HYMN 

PRAYER
Father, we thank you that in your mercy you

have given us your word that we might know the

Word made flesh, the word of God the Father.

Come close to us, we pray, and may the Lord

Jesus, your Son, be known to us. In Jesus name

we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

WORSHIP
As we are now in another lockdown it means that

we are no longer able to meet in the church

building. As well as the video recording and the

Worship at Home material which will continue to

be made available through the church website

and Facebook page, we will start a Zoom-service

on Sunday mornings. The Zoom-service will begin

at 11am for about 30-40 minutes. If you would like

to join the Zoom-service, please contact the

Session  Clerk

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk Please

continue to take care and stay safe.


