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There i s  a  great  deal  of  d i f ference between a s take in  the hedge and

a t ree in  the garden.  A s take rots  and moulders ,  but  a t ree,  hav ing l i fe

in  i t ,  abides and f lour i shes .  When godl iness  has taken root  in  the sou l ,

i t  abides to  etern i ty ;  ‘H is  seed remaineth in  h im’  ( I  John 3 :9) .  Godl iness

being engraved in  the heart  by  the Holy  Spi r i t ,  as  wi th  the point  of  a

diamond,  can never  be erased.  (Thomas Watson)
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HYMN

PRAYER
Gracious God and ever blessed Father, we

thank you for the Scriptures. You haven't left us

to our own devices but holy men of old wrote as

they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. We

pray, Father, that you would now speak to us in

the Scriptures as we study them together.

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening. We ask it

in Jesus' name. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

2 TIMOTHY 4: 9-18 (NKJV)

Approach, my soul, the mercy seat

where Jesus answers prayer;

there humbly fall before his feet,

for none can perish there.

Thy promise is my only plea;

with this I venture nigh:

thou callest burdened souls to thee,

and such, O Lord, am I.

O wondrous love! to bleed and die,

to bear the cross and shame,

that guilty sinners, such as I,

might plead thy gracious name!

9 Be diligent to come to me quickly; 

10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this

present world, and has departed for Thessalonica—

Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia. 

11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with

you, for he is useful to me for ministry.

12 And Tichicus I have sent to Ephesus. 

13 Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas

when you come—and the books, especially the

parchments.

14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm.

May the Lord repay him according to his works. 

15 You also must beware of him, for he has greatly

resisted our words.

16 At my first defense no one stood with me, but all

forsook me. May it not be charged against them.

17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me,

so that the message might be preached fully

through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear.

Also I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 

18 And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work

and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him

be glory forever and ever. Amen!

SERMON
Here in our text this morning we see the Apostle Paul

imprisoned in Rome. This is not the imprisonment that

we read about at the end of the book of Acts when

technically he was under house arrest in Rome. But

here, he was kept in an underground cave with no

windows and it would have been dark and damp and

cold. In fact, it was very difficult to find this cave, Paul

mentions this in chapter 1 of 2 Timothy. Onesiphorus

went looking for him but his place of captivity was

difficult to find. 

And notice that the Apostle is still very active for the

Gospel and for Christ in this prison, with all the

difficulties of his circumstances, Paul is still pastoring,

teaching, encouraging and living for the glory of God

by writing this letter of 2 Timothy that we have today

in our hands. Now, we know that Paul would have

been like a father figure to Timothy, this same Timothy

who was raised in that godly home with a godly

mother and a godly grandmother. And Timothy has

been given a charge which is what 2 Timothy is all

about. 

*We read in the first chapter how Paul tells Timothy to

guard and defend the Gospel at all costs. 

*And then in the second chapter to be ready to suffer

for the Gospel. 

*And in chapter 3 Paul tells Timothy to pursue a life of

godliness, but especially to continue in what Paul calls

the sound preaching of the Gospel and to preach the

word.



Then in verse 17 Paul says, "I was rescued from the

lion's mouth." This is a reference to Nero as he was

often called the lion, and it may be a reference to

the fact that so far Paul has been rescued from the

lion's mouth, but Paul is also realistic. He has no

specific promise that he's going to get out of this or

even survive, but Paul has an absolute conviction that

the Lord will stand by him and the Lord will deliver

him if necessary, to heaven. That's Paul's assurance.

The Lord stood by him!

That's a wonderful assurance to have, isn't it? When

you find yourself in trouble, when you find yourself in

circumstances that you wouldn't wish on anyone,

what a comfort that the Lord will stand by His

people. Some may betray you, friends may betray

you, but the Lord will stand by you always. "He will

never leave you nor forsake you." 

When you're wrestling with sin and temptation, the

Lord will stand by you. Not if you're doing a Demas.

Not if you're walking with absolute resolve in the

wrong direction that’s a different matter. No, you

have to want Him, you have to desire Him. In your

weakness, in your brokenness, when all you can do is

cry out, "Lord, help me!" He will stand by you because

that's the kind of God He is. He's the God who sent

His only begotten Son to die for you, to shed His

blood for you, to be crucified for you, to be dead

and buried for you, to be raised for you. 

He will stand by you and even if the promise is not

that you will live another 50 years, as it wasn't for the

Apostle Paul, he has this immovable assurance and

confidence that God will deliver him into His

heavenly kingdom. "Nothing shall separate me from

the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Jesus said, Believe in God, believe also in me. In my

Father's house are many mansions. If it were not so, I

would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you

and if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come

again and receive you unto myself that where I am,

there you may be also."

And Paul has already said this in 2 Timothy, "I'm

ready to depart. A crown of righteousness awaits

me. The sound of angels awaits me. The beautiful

face of the Lord Jesus awaits me. Believers who have

died before me await me." And that's a beautiful

assurance to have. May it be ours today.

*And now here in chapter 4, he's giving some final

personal charges to Timothy relating to his

imprisonment.

Let’s look at these closing words of the Apostle

Paul and just two things that he draws attention to

while in this prison. One of the things that Paul

mentions are his books or parchments. These are

collections of papyri, sheets with a cover,

something like a notebook. And Paul needs his

books, he needs his Old Testament. He's in prison

and he knows he's going to die but he wants his

books. He wants the time to be useful. He has

more to contribute. He has more to write. 

These parchments were half-written letters, and

sayings of Jesus. The New Testament, of course,

doesn't exist as yet. His letters will become the

New Testament. But in the period of time from the

death of Jesus to here in 2 Timothy 4, which was

approximately 30 years or so, the statements of

Jesus, the sayings of Jesus were written down.

There would have been an oral tradition at first

and then they would have been written down, and

these were contained in his parchments and he

wants to read them, he wants a Bible, he wants

the Scriptures, he wants to be useful in his final

days. 

Then secondly, he says God is with him. Verse 17,

"the Lord stood by me," and in verse 18, "The Lord

will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me

safely into his heavenly kingdom." The Lord stood

by him. In other words, when everything else was

taken from him and when others had done great

harm to him – the Lord stood by him. Notice how

he mentions Alexander the coppersmith in verse

14, "he did me great harm," and we know that the

word for "harm" in Greek, is a word that is also

employed elsewhere for an accuser, and it just

might be, that what Paul is saying is that

Alexander the coppersmith was the one who

betrayed him.

And Paul knew that Timothy is going to be in

Alexander the coppersmith's presence one day,

and he wants Timothy to know that you can't trust

this man. This man betrayed him. This man

accused him. This man was the one who told the

authorities about Paul, and Paul is warning

Timothy, "Stay away from Alexander the

coppersmith. He's a betrayer. He's an accuser, an

informer."



To God be the glory Great things He has done

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin

And opened the life-gate that all may go in

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord

Let the earth hear His voice

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord

Let the people rejoice

Come to the Father

Through Jesus the Son

Give Him the glory

Great things He has done

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood

To every believer the promise of God

The vilest offender who truly believes

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives

(Refrain)

Great things He has taught us, great things He

has done

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son

But purer, and higher, and greater will be

Our wonder, our worship, when Jesus we see

(Refrain)

HYMN 

PRAYER
Father, we thank you for your word. We bless

you for it. We thank you that it is infallible and

inerrant, it's able to make us wise unto salvation

through faith which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Let our church family and all who may come

across our church video service, every single one

of them, draw near to Christ. Stand by them, we

pray, now and forever. We ask it in Jesus' name.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

WORSHIP
As we are now in another lockdown it means that

we are no longer able to meet in the church

building. As well as the video recording and the

Worship at Home material which will continue to

be made available through the church website

and Facebook page, we will start a Zoom-service

on Sunday mornings. The Zoom-service will begin

at 11am for about 30-40 minutes. If you would like

to join the Zoom-service, please contact the

Session  Clerk

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk Please

continue to take care and stay safe.


