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HYMN

PRAYER
O God, we pray that you would open our eyes

and ears to see and understand your truth. Give

us your Holy Spirit and anoint us with the Holy

One that we may understand all things. Father,

we pray that by Your grace that You would

enable us not to become weary in well doing,

but rather that our eyes might be upon Jesus,

the author and finisher of our faith. To His praise

and glory we pray. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

EPHESIANS 2: 1-6 (NKJV)

Eternal Father, strong to save,

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,

Who biddest the mighty ocean deep

Its own appointed limits keep;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

 

O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard

And hushed their raging at Thy Word,

Who walked on the foaming deep,

And calm amidst its rage didst sleep;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

 

Most Holy Spirit! Who didst brood

Upon the chaos dark and rude,

And bid its angry tumult cease,

And give, for wild confusion, peace;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

 

O Trinity of love and power!

Our family shield in danger’s hour;

From rock and tempest, fire and foe,

Protect us wheresoever we go;

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in

trespasses and sins;

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the

course of this world, according to the prince of the

power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the

children of disobedience:

SERMON
Here in Ephesians 2 we read that Christians have

been made alive together with Christ. This describes

what has happened to us in our conversion to Christ

as a spiritual resurrection. We were “dead in

trespasses,” but God has “made us alive together with

Christ.” We were uninterested in the things of God;

now we find them exciting and important. Martyn

Lloyd-Jones uses the illustration of a flower that is

closed up at night, “its petals turned inward, and its

face closed to God. That is how our hearts and minds

were with respect to God. But the sun comes up in the

morning and its glorious rays strike the flower’s petals.

What happens? The petals open toward the sun and

soak in its life-giving rays. That is what God has done

with us.” 

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:6 that God “has shone in

our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in

times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires

of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the

children of wrath, even as others.

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love

wherewith he loved us,

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us

together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit

together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:



Notice also the significance of Jesus’ sitting down in

glory! His sitting down in glory was a sign of His total

victory. The Bible says God seated Christ above every

name and power. The same is true for us, being

seated with Him. As Paul says in Romans 6:14, “Sin

shall have no dominion over you.” Christians sin, but

no longer because we must. The world, the flesh and

the devil may tempt you, but they can no longer rule

you. Paul wrote in Romans 8:2, “The law of the Spirit

of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of

sin and death.” Just as God raised our Lord Jesus into

heaven and seated Him at His right hand, so also

shall God deliver you from the power and

persecution of this world. As John wrote, “The world

is passing away along with its desires, but whoever

does the will of God abides forever” (1 Jn 2:17).

So, being seated with Christ, Christians have full

assurance of salvation. God receives us with the

promise of His gospel: “For I will forgive their

iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more”

(Heb. 8:12). Jesus adds, “Come to me, all who labour

and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Mt.

11:28). Because we rest on Christ’s finished work

where we are safe and secure, Paul concludes, “We

are more than conquerors through him who loved us”

(Rom. 8:37). In these verses, Paul is describing true

Christianity, something far more than mere

attendance at church and knowledge of doctrine.

This is an exalted life in total and fundamental

contrast with the life we have known before. We

were dead in sins, but God has made us alive. We

were slaves to sin, but God liberated us to live in

righteousness, peace and joy. We were condemned

in our guilt, but God elevated us to the inner circle of

His intimate fellowship, to rest in the assurance of

eternal blessing and life.

You can always tell when Paul has something

burdening his mind, because he simply cannot hold it

in. Here, it slips out at the end of verse 5, “By grace

you have been saved.” How important this is for us to

remember. When Paul says that God made us alive

together with Christ, raised us up with Christ, and

seated us with Christ in the heavenly realms, he is not

talking about something we have to do? He is not

challenging us to get our acts together. Instead, he is

talking about a gift that every Christian has received.

Paul’s point is for us to see how dear we are to God

and he wants us to see all that God has made

available to us in Christ. 

So, we were made alive with Christ but secondly,

we are also raised up with Christ. According to

Paul, the life that was dead in sin had two chief

features. There were two sides to our problem: our

guilt and our bondage in sin. Speaking of sin’s

bondage, he said in (Eph. 2:2-3) we were

“following the course of this world, following the

prince of the power of the air… in the passions of

our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and

the mind”. If the life in sin involves that kind of

bondage, then salvation in Christ means

deliverance and liberation. Paul refers to this in his

second description of our union with Christ,

writing in verse 6 that God “raised us up with him.”

The Christian is one who has been spiritually taken

out of the world. His citizenship is in heaven and

the things he hopes for are there, safe and secure

with Christ. Heaven is our home! Our thoughts, our

desires, our affections, are increasingly to be with

Christ in heaven. We are in the world, but no

longer of it. The Christian, Paul says, “has been

raised up together with Christ.” There is no other

way to serve and worship God. We cannot look up

and down at the same time. We cannot live for

this present life and also store up treasures in

heaven. Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there

your heart will be also” (Mt. 6:21). 

This life is not our final destination, but only

preparation for eternity to come. The Christian’s

destination is in eternity, in heaven, and we must

live now as those whose hopes have been raised

there together with Christ.

We were made alive with Christ; we are raised up

with Christ and thirdly we are seated with Christ.

Paul says God “seated us with him in the heavenly

places in Christ Jesus” (v6). This refers to Christ’s

reign in power, seated in heaven at the right hand

of God the Father. And this is almost too much for

us to comprehend and yet it’s true, believers

partake of this and its effects become real in our

present experience. In Christ, we are seated with

Him in the presence of God. This means not just

acquittal or forgiveness of sins, although that

would be more than enough, but it also means

acceptance and adoption into His family, where

we are embraced close to His side, to be seated

at His right hand together with Christ. God has

“seated us with him in the heavenly places in

Christ Jesus.”



WORSHIP
As we are now in another lockdown it means that we

are no longer able to meet in the church building. As

well as the video recording and the Worship at Home

material which will continue to be made available

through the church website and Facebook page, we

will start a Zoom-service on Sunday mornings. The

Zoom-service will begin at 11am for about 30-40

minutes. If you would like to join the Zoom-service,

please contact the Session  Clerk

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk Please

continue to take care and stay safe.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
The Ladies Bible Study meet on Wednesdays at

9.45am on Zoom. We are looking at five studies

called Living Christianity: following Jesus in every

area of life. If you'd like to join us please contact

jintys@btinternet so an invitation can be sent to you.

And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

BENEDICTION

Heavenly Father, how marvellous our Lord Jesus

Christ appears in our eyes as you point us to His

grace in His own word in the Scriptures. We pray

that as we worship that something of the sheer

grandeur and completeness of our Saviour will

deeply minister to us. Hear us, bless us, we pray,

in Jesus our Saviour’s name. Amen.

PRAYER

HYMN 
Sing the wondrous love of Jesus,

Sing His mercy and His grace.

In the mansions bright and blessèd

He’ll prepare for us a place.

Refrain

 

When we all get to Heaven,

What a day of rejoicing that will be!

When we all see Jesus,

We’ll sing and shout the victory!

 

While we walk the pilgrim pathway,

Clouds will overspread the sky;

But when traveling days are over,

Not a shadow, not a sigh.

Refrain

 

Let us then be true and faithful,

Trusting, serving every day;

Just one glimpse of Him in glory

Will the toils of life repay.

Refrain

This is all past tense. It is accomplished. If you

are in Christ through a living faith, then you

have been made alive with Him, you have been

raised up a citizen of heaven, and you have

been seated with Christ in God’s presence,

clothed with forgiveness and favour and

fellowship with God.

Give him your heart and take His in return.

Partake of His glory and then start reflecting His

light into a world that is in darkness, so that

others might be saved by the same grace that

gave this matchless gift to you.

THE LEPROSY MISSION
If anyone would like a copy of the Leprosy Mission

2021 Prayer Diary, or a home collection box, please

contact Janet Winchester on 01349 865308. Like most

charities, the Leprosy Mission has suffered a drop in

income, and an increase in costs due to the global

pandemic, so if you can help, please consider a

donation. Donations can be made direct on the

Leprosy Mission Scotland website or I will be

gathering together what people have collected over

the year towards the end of March. 

The Guild will be holding a meeting by "Zoom" on

Monday 1st February at 3.30pm. We hope that

Bob and Jan Baxter of Albaaid will join us to give

us an update about how our friends in Malawi are

coping with Covid and all the other difficulties

they face. Anyone interested is welcome to join

us. Contact Elizabeth Blackburn on

elizabeth.blackburn@hotmail.com for details of

how to join the meeting.  

FERINTOSH GUILD


