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PRAYER
O God, we pray that you would open our eyes

and ears to see and understand your truth. Give

us your Holy Spirit and anoint us with the Holy

One that we may understand all things. Father,

we pray that by Your grace that You would

enable us not to become weary in well doing, but

rather that our eyes might be upon Jesus, the

author and finisher of our faith. To His praise and

glory we pray. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

HEBREWS 3: 1 - 6 (NKJV)

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,

pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;

hold me with thy powerful hand.

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,

feed me till my want is o’er,

feed me till my want is o’er.

Open now the crystal fountain,

Whence the healing stream doth flow;

Let the fire and cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through.

Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer,

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield;

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield..

When I tread the verge of Jordan,

bid my anxious fears subside.

Death of death, and hell's Destruction,

land me safe on Canaan's side.

Songs of praises, songs of praises

I will ever give to thee,

I will ever give to thee. 

5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a

servant, for a testimony of those things which would be

spoken afterward, 

6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house

we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing

of the hope firm to the end.

SERMON
The Book of Hebrews is a letter of exhortation, and it

includes a great many commands and conditional

statements, one of which ends this passage. The

author writes in verse 6: “And we are his house if

indeed we hold fast our confidence and our

boasting in our hope.” Christians sometimes are

unnerved by these kinds of statements, often

because they have experience with a legalistic

theology that denies the believer’s security in Christ.

But these conditional statements are in the Bible,

they are appropriate, and indeed, they are even

necessary. The point of this statement is to

encourage faith in the face of trouble. The writer is

saying, “Since you are the house God is building, this

demands that you stand firm in your faith.”

There is no conflict between the teaching that all

true believers are safe in the hands of God and that

Christians must persevere in faith. All true Christians

will continue in the faith until they are gathered to

God. But it is also true that true Christian faith is

proved only by steadfastness under trial. 

1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the

heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High

Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 

2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as

Moses also was faithful in all His house. 

3 For this One has been counted worthy of more

glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the

house has more honour than the house. 

4 For every house is built by someone, but He who

built all things is God. 



Napoleon, like most of the other great conquerors of

this world, was ultimately defeated. Even those who

never lost a battle in life, like Alexander the Great,

were defeated by death. But Christ is victor over

every foe. When He went into the grave, He made

even death His captive. Now He lives and reigns

forever, placing every enemy under His feet. Let us fix

our eyes on Him and we will find strength for every

battle and hope for every trial. 

We remember that the original recipients of Hebrews

were facing great persecution for their faith,

perhaps even the threat of death. This is something

Christian’s experience today as well. The remedy for

fear of persecution is to see Jesus Christ enthroned.

Hebrews 2:9 reminds us, “We see him, who for a little

while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus,

crowned with glory and honour because of the

suffering of death” (2:9). That was the sight that

filled the eyes of Stephen, the first martyr. The Book

of Acts tell us that as they were gathering to stone

him, He, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and

saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right

hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens

opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right

hand of God.” With that sight he held onto his

courage, and with the hope of salvation he even

found grace to ask for his killers’ forgiveness. 

Seeing Jesus in heaven as our forerunner and

knowing ourselves co-heirs with Him, we anticipate a

glorious treasure there, the hope of glory with Him

forever. He is our boast – not our jobs, not our money,

not our pedigree – not anything in this world that can

be so easily taken from us. Psalm 16:11 says, “You

make known to me the path of life; in your presence

there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are

pleasures forevermore.” A love for the things of God

and a keen anticipation of heaven is the greatest

antidote to worldliness.

Perhaps the deadliest temptation is that which

comes from our own feeling of unworthiness, our

discouragement because of sin, and the accusations

of Satan that plague our weak conscience. We sin

and he tells us, “How can you call yourself a

Christian? Isn’t it true that you have no part of

Christ? Why don’t you give up the façade?” Do you

hear that voice, do you feel the sting of that

accusation? Then consider Jesus. 

You are saved by faith alone, but the test of your

faith comes through your willingness to persevere

under difficulty and persecution. Those who do

not persevere, like Paul’s one-time companion

Demas, and those who betray Jesus to this world,

like Judas Iscariot, bear testimony that they never

truly possessed saving faith and never truly were

saved. Therefore, if you are a Christian, God will

call you to show courage before the world,

holding fast to your hope in Jesus Christ. 

But where does courage come from? The answer

of the Bible is that it comes from God, from our

knowledge of Him and His salvation, and from the

Holy Spirit He sends to His children as they trust

in Him. Or we can say: courage comes from

seeing. On countless battlefields, the hearts of

soldiers have been cheered by the sight of the

flag waving. What they saw reminded them of

the home to which they hoped to return as

heroes, and the cause for which they came.

Seeing the flag waving they knew that victory

was at hand. 

That is what the gospel does for Christians. God

promises that “Neither death nor life, nor angels

nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come,

nor powers… will be able to separate us from the

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-

39). Knowing that God’s saving work is sure, that

our treasure is safe in heaven, gives us boldness

for this fleeting life with its trials and

temptations. 

It is well documented that the great commanders

of history inspired terrific bravery by their simple

presence, just by letting their soldiers set their

eyes upon them. Alexander, Caesar, Napoleon,

Patton – all had this aura of invincibility that

produced undaunted courage in the hearts of

those who saw them amidst the fray. That is what

the eyes of our faith see when we fix them upon

Jesus Christ, who is the Captain of our Salvation.

Napoleon, probably military history’s greatest

conqueror, used to have his generals come into

his tent and look into his eyes before they went

out to lead the troops in battle; likewise, we are

to see the face of Christ in our hearts, the brow

once crowned with thorns but now with the laurel

wreath of heaven. 



The Scripture says of Him, “The bruised reed he

will not break, and the smouldering wick him will

not snuff out” (Isa. 42:3). Let Jesus Christ be your

banner, the source of all your confidence. Fix

your thoughts on Jesus, contemplate the

sufficiency of His work for you, reflect upon the

love that bore your sins. And you will find

courage. You will boast of the hope that is yours

in Christ. And when Satan finds you and levels his

accusing finger at you, saying, “You are a great

sinner,” you can then say, “Yes, I am a great

sinner. But Jesus Christ is a greater Saviour, take

your accusations to Him, because He has taken

all my sins.” 

So, Hold fast. Be brave. Rejoice in the hope that

is ours in Christ. All this we do looking to Him,

filling our hearts with the knowledge of our all-

sufficient Saviour. Everything in this passage

leads us to consider Him. He is the great apostle,

sent by God to bring us salvation; He will not fail.

He is the great High Priest who reconciles us to

God; nothing now shall separate us. He is the

master architect and builder, constructing God’s

house for His own glory and dwelling. And we are

that house. He will not be thwarted; He will not

be overcome. The house He builds on the rock of

His gospel will not be dashed by any storm. So,

we draw our courage and our confidence and

our hope from Him. And there we are safe, to the

praise of His name.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we thank you that in your mercy you

have given us your Word that we might know the

Word made flesh, the Word of God the Father. We

bow before your magnificent majesty. We

acknowledge your authority over our lives. We

wonder at your amazing grace. We delight in your

demonstrated love for us in Christ. And we cast

ourselves utterly on your mercy in Jesus’ precious

name. Amen.

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,

when the clouds unfold their wings of strife?

When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain,

will your anchor drift, or firm remain?

Refrain:

We have an anchor that keeps the souls

steadfast and sure while the billows roll;

fastened to the Rock which cannot move,

 grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love!

Will your anchor hold in the straits of fear,

when the breakers roar and the reef is near?

While the surges rage, and the wild winds blow,

shall the angry waves then your bark o'erflow?

[Refrain]

HYMN

Will your eyes behold through the morning light

 the city of gold and the harbour bright?

 Will you anchor safe by the heavenly shore,

 when life's storms are past for evermore? 

[Refrain]



THE LEPROSY MISSION
If you are looking for Easter cards and gifts, the

Leprosy Mission has a good selection. Look at

tlmtrading.com. The Leprosy Mission Scotland is

making available weekly meditations for Lent.

TLMScotland is also looking for volunteers to take

part in the virtual Kilt Walk in late April. Take a look

at leprosymission.scot. If anyone has blue collecting

boxes, or any other money for the Leprosy Mission,

please let Janet Winchester have it by the end of

March. It would be helpful if, for this year, you would

open the collecting box yourself and hand in the

total in larger denominations.”

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
The Ladies Bible Study meets each Wednesday via

Zoom at 9.45am for about an hour. We are studying

the Letters of John. We will look at 1 John 3 in the

study entitled "Children of God". Please email

jintys@btinternet.com to receive an invitation to join

the meeting. We'd love to see you there.

As we are not able to meet in the church building

at the moment the video recording and the

Worship at Home material will continue to be

made available through the church website and

Facebook page. 

For this week,  Sunday 21st there will be a

Sunday morning Zoom service at 11am. 

From 28th March the Sunday Zoom service will

move to 6.30pm as we will re-commence our

limited numbers Sunday morning services in the

Church at 11am and 12.15pm (if numbers require). 

If you would like to join the Zoom-service, please

contact the Session  Clerk

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

For the return of Church services the seating is

limited to comply with current guidelines. To

attend you must contact the Session Clerk,

Martin McLauchlan, by Friday at 5pm prior to the

service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form at:

ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or email

the  Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form

for you to complete and submit. If you do not

have access to the Internet, phone him on 01349

830303 and leave your name and phone number

and he will get back to you as soon as he can to

take your details.

Our services over Easter are:

28th Palm Sunday 11am + 12:15pm (Church) +

Zoom service 6:30pm

April 1 Maunday Thursday service 7pm (Zoom)

April 2 Good Friday service 7pm (Zoom)

Easter Sunday 11am + 12:15pm (Church) + Zoom

service 6:30pm

Please continue to take care and stay safe.

WORSHIP
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