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The whole counse l  of  God,  concern ing a l l  th ings  necessary  for  H is  own

glory ,  man’s  sa lvat ion ,  fa i th  and l i fe ,  i s  e i ther  express ly  set  down in

Scr ipture ,  or  by  good and necessary  consequence may be deduced

from Scr ipture:  unto which noth ing at  any t ime i s  to  be added,  whether

by new reve lat ions  of  the Spi r i t ,  or  t radi t ions  of  men.  

(Westminster  D iv ines)
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HYMN

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING
HABAKKUK 3: 1 - 16 (NKJV)How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word

What more can He say than to you He has said

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed

For I am Thy God, and will still give you aid

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to

stand

Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand

When through the deep waters I call you to go

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow

For I will be with you, your troubles to bless

And sanctify to you your deepest distress

When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie

My grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply

The flame shall not hurt you, I only design

Your dross to consume and the gold to refine

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose

I will not, I will not desert to His foes

That soul, though all hell should endeavour to

shake

I'll never, no never, no never forsake

O Lord, may we find the joy of the Lord even in the

midst of our trials. We pray that You would teach

us what it means to see beyond our troubles,

knowing that You are with us. Even so, Lord God,

we see the challenges those around us are facing.

We ask You to intervene, to be with those who are

in need, to prompt us to participate with You as

You care for your people. We pray that we would

not be anxious, but that You would give us Your

peace. Lord God draw near to us this day and

may we know the power of Your word ministering

to our lives, in Jesus Name we pray, Amen

1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth.

2 O Lord, I have heard Your speech and was afraid;

O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years!

In the midst of the years make it known;

In wrath remember mercy.

3 God came from Teman,

The Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah

His glory covered the heavens,

And the earth was full of His praise.

4 His brightness was like the light;

He had rays flashing from His hand,

And there His power was hidden.

5 Before Him went pestilence,

And fever followed at His feet.

6 He stood and measured the earth;

He looked and startled the nations.

And the everlasting mountains were scattered,

The perpetual hills bowed.

His ways are everlasting.

7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction;

The curtains of the land of Midian trembled.

8 O Lord, were You displeased with the rivers,

Was Your anger against the rivers,

Was Your wrath against the sea,

That You rode on Your horses,

Your chariots of salvation?

9 Your bow was made quite ready;

Oaths were sworn over Your arrows. Selah

You divided the earth with rivers.

10 The mountains saw You and trembled;

The overflowing of the water passed by.

The deep uttered its voice,

And lifted its hands on high.

11 The sun and moon stood still in their habitation;

At the light of Your arrows they went,

At the shining of Your glittering spear.

12 You marched through the land in indignation;

You trampled the nations in anger.

13 You went forth for the salvation of Your people,

For salvation with Your Anointed.

You struck the head from the house of the wicked,

By laying bare from foundation to neck. Selah



14 You thrust through with his own arrows

The head of his villages.

They came out like a whirlwind to scatter me;

Their rejoicing was like feasting on the poor in

secret.

15 You walked through the sea with Your horses,

Through the heap of great waters.

16 When I heard, my body trembled;

My lips quivered at the voice;

Rottenness entered my bones;

And I trembled in myself,

That I might rest in the day of trouble.

When he comes up to the people,

(v2) “O Lord, I have heard Your speech and was

afraid; O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of

the years! In the midst of the years make it

known; In wrath remember mercy”.

When God raises up one instrument to judge

another, we should not assume that He blesses

everything about the instrument He chooses. The

sovereign Lord is free to work in and through

creaturely motives to achieve His purposes, so His

intent always remains good even if His creatures’

intentions are not (Gen. 50:20). This is known as

the doctrine of concurrence, which is displayed

in the visions God gave to Habakkuk. Our Creator

raised up Babylon to judge the sin of His people

(Hab. 1:5–11); however, Babylon’s motives were not

pure when it conquered Judah. In fact, the

Chaldeans gave no thought to the Lord, being

idol worshipers who served gods who could not

speak (2:5–19). 

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

SERMON

Yahweh, however, is the living God, and when He

speaks from His holy temple, the whole earth must

listen in silence (v. 20). He has determined that no

one who does evil impenitently can stand forever.

We must hear this word in our day. A nation that has

experienced great blessing, such as ours, will not

endure if it rejects the Lord of hosts, even if God has

used that nation to do good for the world.

God told Habakkuk that those whom He regards as

righteous trust in Him alone, resting wholly in His

promises that He will accomplish His purposes even

when that seems impossible from a human

perspective (2:4). So, this righteous prophet

unsurprisingly responds in prayer, asking the Lord to

revive His past work of deliverance and judgment

(3:1–2). Despite Judah’s evil, Babylon’s success, and

the suffering of the faithful remnant, Habakkuk

knows that God will surely act to redeem His people,

just as He did in the days of old. His prayer is a

recitation of God’s mighty acts of the past, when He

met His people in the desert during the exodus to

save them from Egypt and deliver them into His land

of blessing. 

The Lord will approach Judah from the south, from

Teman and Mount Paran (v3), which were on the

route that the Israelites took from Egypt to Canaan

(Num. 12:16–13:26). Habakkuk pictures God’s

deliverance as a new exodus, alluding to events

from the first exodus such as plagues (Hab. 3:5; see

Ex. 7:1–12:32), mountains shaking (Hab. 3:10; see Ex.

19:18), and the sun and moon standing still (Hab. 3:11;

see Josh. 10:1–15). Ultimately, this new exodus was

accomplished in Christ, who came up out of Egypt,

did many signs and wonders, and died to execute

God’s judgment on sin and save His people from

their enemies (Matt. 2:13–15; 4:23–25; Col. 2:13–15).

When we are having difficulty trusting the Lord, it

can be helpful for us to recount all the ways in which

He has been faithful in the past. First, we should

remember how God kept His promises to Noah,

Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Ruth, David, Paul, and all of

the other saints of ages past. Then, we should

remember how the Lord has shown Himself faithful in

our own lives. Recalling the blessings of the past can

help give us hope for the blessings of the future.



A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and

weapon;

He helps us free from every need that hath us

now overtaken.

The old evil foe now means deadly woe; deep

guile and great might

Are his dread arms in fight; on Earth is not his

equal.

With might of ours can naught be done, soon

were our loss effected;

But for us fights the Valiant One, whom God

Himself elected.

Ask ye, who is this? Jesus Christ it is.

Of Sabbath Lord, and there's none other God;

He holds the field forever.

Though devils all the world should fill, all eager to

devour us.

We tremble not, we fear no ill, they shall not

overpower us.

This world's prince may still scowl fierce as he

will,

He can harm us none, he's judged; the deed is

done;

One little word can fell him.

The Word they still shall let remain nor any thanks

have for it;

He's by our side upon the plain with His good

gifts and Spirit.

And take they our life, goods, fame, child and

wife,

Let these all be gone, they yet have nothing won;

The Kingdom ours remaineth.

WORSHIP

And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.

BENEDICTION

Gracious God, we thank you so much that you

are unchanging in your perfections, your

glorious attributes, in the eternal counsel of

your wonderful will, but also in the unchanging

love of your Son toward us, who is the same

yesterday, today and forever. O Lord God help

us to rest in your Triune immutability. And for

those who do not as yet know you, may that

immutability show them their need to take

refuge in Jesus Christ for their own soul, and to

find in him stability that nothing in this world

could even come close to giving. Lord,

remember each one of us and bless us in mercy

for Jesus' sake. Amen.

HYMN

PRAYER

Sunday Church services are at 11am and 12.15pm (if

required). Seating in the Church is limited to comply

with current guidelines. To attend you must contact

the Session Clerk, Martin McLauchlan, by Friday at

5pm prior to the service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form at:

ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or email the 

 Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form for

you to complete and submit. If you do not have

access to the Internet, phone him on 01349 830303

and leave your name and phone number and he will

get back to you as soon as he can to take your

details.

The Sunday Zoom service is at 6.30pm. If you would

like to join the Zoom-service, please contact the

Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

Please continue to take care and stay safe.

HIGHLAND FOODBANK
The foodbank have an abundance of pasta, tinned

soup and all kinds of tinned beans. However, they

would appreciate donations of rice, long-life fruit

juice, UHT milk, tinned potatoes, sugar, tins of

ham/corned beef/mince/stew, oatcakes and

crackers, tins of custard, small washing powder,

toilet rolls and bags for life. There is a box for your

donations inside the vestibule of the Church. Thank

you.



FELLOWSHIP OF THE
LEAST COIN
Thank you all so much for supporting this prayer-

based charity which aims to help women

throughout the world to become self-supporting

and thus improving the lives of future

generations. £156.25 was donated this year

which is a substantial increase over last year

amazingly.

GUILD PROJECTS
Look Forward in Faith is the new theme and the

projects relate to this.

1) The Vine Trust - the Kazunzu Village of Hope in

Tanzania

2) Beat - "Blether with Beat", Scotland about

helping those with eating disorders

3) Home for Good, Scotland - a home for every

child who needs one

4)Pioneers - Chocolate Heaven, South East Asia

- to build a factory to produce sustainable

products

5)UNIDA - "Hear our voice", Brazil higher

education in theology for women

6) Starchild, Uganda learning centre for children

with learning disablilties.

Over the next three years the Guild will try to

raise awareness of the issues and also to raise

money to help each one of the charities.

We ask for your prayers and support.

Many thanks to everyone who donated money to the

Leprosy Mission over the past year. A total of £150

has been forwarded to The Leprosy Mission Scotland.

The Leprosy Mission is asking for signatures on an on-

line petition supporting the repeal of all laws which

discriminate against people who have, have had or

are affected by leprosy. In some countries, for

example, a diagnosis of leprosy is still grounds for

divorce. The petition can be accessed on The

Leprosy Mission Scotland website.

THE LEPROSY MISSION

LADIES BIBLE STUDY

GUILD

The next meeting of the Bible Study group will take

place on Zoom on Wednesday 28th April at 9.45am.

If you'd like to join us to study the Letters of John

please email jintys@btinternet.com and the link can

be sent to you. The link is the same as before for

those who have been coming along. We are resuming

the fifth study which looks at 1 John 5. Lovely to see

you then.

The final Guild meeting by Zoom for this session

will take place on Monday 26th April at 3.30pm.

We will be joined by Elma MacKay of Blythswood,

who will tell us how the various Blythswood

projects are managing during the current

pandemic. The meeting is open to anyone

interested in the topic. Please contact Elizabeth

Blackburn for joining details.

April seems to have sped past at a rate of knots, and

Christian Aid week will soon be upon us. A meeting

of the steering group will be held early in the week

beginning 26th April to discuss how we may be able

to celebrate this event in Conon and Maryburgh. It

would be good if more people could be involved in

this group, so anyone who is interested in

participating in the meeting should contact Janet

Winchester, who is also looking for innovative fund

raising ideas. (cjw49@hotmail.co.uk or 01349 865308)

CHRISTIAN AID
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