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Bel ieve God's  word and power  more than you bel ieve your  own feel ings

and exper iences.  Your  Rock i s  Chr is t ,  and i t  i s  not  the Rock which ebbs

and f lows,  but  your  sea.  (Samuel  Rutherford)
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HYMN

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING
HEBREWS 6: 18 - 20 
(NKJV)

See, what a morning, gloriously bright

With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem

Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light

As the angels announce, "Christ is risen!"

See God's salvation plan

Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice

Fulfilled in Christ, the Man

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!

One with the Father, Ancient of Days

Through the Spirit who clothes faith with

certainty

Honour and blessing, glory and praise

To the King crowned with pow'r and authority!

And we are raised with Him

Death is dead, love has won, Christ has

conquered

And we shall reign with Him

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!

Our heavenly Father, thank you that you have made

the Lord Jesus such a great Saviour for us and such

a gracious friend. We want to respond to Him with

all our hearts and to say we do want this man who

is the God man to reign over us. We pray this in His

name. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

18 that by two immutable things, in which it is

impossible for God to lie, we might have strong

consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold

of the hope set before us.

19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul,

both sure and steadfast, and which enters the

Presence behind the veil, 

20 where the forerunner has entered for us,

even Jesus, having become High Priest forever

according to the order of Melchizedek.

SERMON
“We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the

soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind

the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on

our behalf, having become a high priest forever after

the order of Melchizedek” (vv. 19–20).

Promises made by human beings often go unfulfilled.

We have all been on the receiving end of broken

promises, and even we ourselves have broken promises

that we have made to others. No one has kept his

word at all times. The same is not true of God, for He

“never lies” and there is “no variation or shadow due

to change” in Him (Titus 1:2; James 1:17). 

God’s promises are sure, and He needs to make no

oath in order to be sure to keep His word, though

sinners make oaths and vows to hold ourselves

accountable for fulfilling our commitments.

Nevertheless, the Lord will swear oaths to confirm His

promise. Specifically, He swore an oath by Himself to

Abraham, for there is none greater than He by whom

He can swear (Heb. 6:13–17).

Today’s passage makes it clear that God’s oath to

Abraham was an act of condescension, an

accommodation to our weaknesses. Knowing that we

often doubt the trustworthiness of the Lord, God swore

an oath so that we “might have strong

encouragement” to persevere in faith (Heb. 6:18). His

oath reassures us that He will keep His promise, for His

oath and promise are unchangeable, grounded in His

unchanging character (v. 18; see Mal. 3:6). 



HYMN

The Lord hath promised good to me,

His word my hope secures;

He will my shield and portion be

As long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,

Bright shining as the sun,

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

Than when we first begun.

Also, the promise to Abraham was given to his

heirs (Heb. 6:17). The heirs of Abraham will

receive with Abraham what Abraham was

promised — land, blessing, a family, and God’s

presence (Gen. 12:1–3; 17:7). We are the heirs

of Abraham if we trust in Christ (Gal. 3:29),

and we will inherit the Abrahamic promise,

which ultimately refers to our living in God’s

presence with other heirs of Abraham, our

brothers and sisters in Christ, in the new

heaven and earth (Matt. 5:5; Rev. 21).

The fulfilment of these promises is the hope set

before us in Hebrews 6:18. This hope is a

secure hope because it is grounded in Christ

and is promised by the ever-trustworthy God,

but it is also in a secure place. As verses 19–20

explain, this hope is with Jesus in the “inner

place behind the curtain.” It is located in the

heavenly temple, in the heavenly Most Holy

Place where God is. There is no safer place to

be than in the abode of our Creator (Ps. 91),

particularly when its location there is secured

by Christ, who has gone there before us and

on our behalf. He will bring that hope when He

returns to consummate His plan and bring in

the new creation (9:27–28).

Our hope is in heaven and will be

consummated in the world to come. However,

even now we enjoy a foretaste of it in the

forgiveness of sins, the fellowship of the

church, and the presence of the Holy Spirit. In

Christ, we are, in a real sense, in heaven

already. John Chrysostom comments: “While

we are still in the world and not yet departed

from this life, we are already living amid God’s

promises. For through hope we are already in

heaven.”

PRAYER
Gracious God, 

our hearts praise you for the wonder 

of your love in Jesus.

He is heaven’s darling, but is to us

the incarnate, despised, rejected,

crucified sin-bearer;

O Father, we adore you for your great love

in the gift of Jesus,

O Jesus, we bless you for resigning your life for ours,

O Holy Spirit, we thank you for revealing to us 

this mystery.

May we never give you rest until Christ is

The pulse of our heart;

The spokesman of our lips,

The lamp of our feet.

Accept Christ’s worthiness for our unworthiness,

His sinlessness for our transgressions,

His meekness for our pride,

His fulness for our emptiness,

His glory for our shame,

His death for our life,

In Jesus Name we pray, Amen.

(Prayer from ‘A collection of puritan prayers’)  

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,

That saved a wretch; like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,

And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed!

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day

and forevermore, Amen.



WORSHIP
Sunday Church services are at 11am and

12.15pm (if required). Seating in the Church is

limited to comply with current guidelines. To

attend you must contact the Session Clerk,

Martin McLauchlan, by Friday at 5pm prior to

the service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form

at: ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or

email the  Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form

for you to complete and submit. If you do not

have access to the Internet, phone him on

01349 830303 and leave your name and phone

number and he will get back to you as soon as

he can to take your details.

The Sunday Zoom service is at 6.30pm. If you

would like to join the Zoom-service, please

contact the Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

Please continue to take care and stay safe.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
The next meeting of the group will take place via

Zoom on Wednesday 19th May at 9.45am. We have

just started the final study of the Letters of John

where we will look at 3 John. If you'd like to join this

week please email jintys@btinternet.com to enable

the link to be sent to you. Look forward to seeing you

then.

HIGHLAND FOODBANK
Please place all donations in the box in the vestibule.

The items will be taken to the depot for distribution.

Required items are rice, long-life fruit juice, UHT milk,

tinned potatoes, sugar (small bags), tins of corned

beef, ham, mince and stew, oatcakes or crackers,

custard, small washing powder, toilet rolls and bags

for life. The Foodbank has lots of tinned soup, beans

and pasta and are unable to accept these for now.

Thank you.

mailto:jintys@btinternet.com

