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“Let  us  then ascr ibe the whole work  of  grace to the p leasure of  God's

Wi l l .  God did not  choose us  because we were worthy ,  but  by  choos ing

us He makes us  worthy . ”  (Thomas Watson)
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PSALM 127

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING
JOHN 1: 43 - 51

Our heavenly Father, truly all blessings come from

you. We thank you that in Jesus Christ you have

filled us with blessings: the knowledge of the Lord,

peace, the forgiveness of our sins, the

transformation of our lives, a taste and indeed

desire for the words that come to us from your

mouth in the pages of Scripture. We thank you for

the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ who has opened

our eyes to see our need of Him and His all-

sufficiency to be our Saviour here and hereafter.

And we thank you for the way in which He has

brought us to you so that we come to you as

children to their heavenly Father. Lord, as you

speak to us, make us conscious of how great your

love for us is and so we look to you to lead us and

to teach us from your word. We pray this in Jesus

our Saviour’s name. Amen.

1 The Lord's my light and saving health,

who shall make me dismayed?

My life's strength is the Lord, of whom

then shall I be afraid?

2 One thing I of the Lord desired,

and will seek to obtain,

That all days of my life I may

within God's house remain;

3 That I the beauty of the Lord

behold may and admire,

And that I in his holy place

may rev'rently enquire.

4 Wait on the Lord, and be thou strong,

and he shall strength afford

Unto thine heart; yea, do thou wait,

I say, upon the Lord.

46 And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good

come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and

see.”

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said

of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no

deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?”

Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called

you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to

you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You

will see greater things than these.” 

51 And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you,

hereafter[a] you shall see heaven open, and the

angels of God ascending and descending upon the

Son of Man.”

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

43 The following day Jesus wanted to go to

Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him,

“Follow Me.” 

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of

Andrew and Peter. 

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We

have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and

also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the

son of Joseph.”

SERMON
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Because I said to

you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe?

You will see greater things than these’ ” (John 1:50).

Nathanael was reclining under a fig tree when his

friend Philip ran up, saying: “ ‘We have found Him of

whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote

—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ ” Nathanael

would have known immediately what Philip was

saying—that he had found the long-awaited Messiah.

This was earth-shaking news, but Nathanael was

sceptical. He knew the Scriptures spoke of a coming

Messiah, as Philip had indicated, but he also knew

the Scriptures never connected the Saviour to

Nazareth. Indeed, Nazareth was an insignificant

village that never was mentioned in the Old

Testament. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A43-51&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26096a


PARAPHRASE 26

Nathanael, by contrast, said in essence, “Surely the

Lord is in this place, and I know it well.”

Nathanael not only came face to face with Jesus, but

he found himself before the face of the God who

saw him always and knew him intimately. We may

never come face to face with Jesus in this life, but

we are always before His face. Remind yourself often

of His constant awareness of you and the

meditations of your mind and heart.

Ho! ye that thirst, approach the spring

where living waters flow:

free to that sacred fountain all

without a price may go.

How long to streams of false delight

will ye in crowds repair?

How long your strength and substance waste

on trifles light as air?

Seek ye the LORD while yet His ear

is open to your call;

while offered mercy still is near,

before His footstool fall.

‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ ”

he asked.

Philip’s reply was simple: “ ‘Come and see,’ ”

and Nathanael was intrigued enough to do so.

Therefore, he came face to face with Jesus.

Indeed, Nazareth was an insignificant village

that never was mentioned in the Old Testament.

“ ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ ”

he asked.

Philip’s reply was simple: “ ‘Come and see,’ ”

and Nathanael was intrigued enough to do so.

Therefore, he came face to face with Jesus.

Jesus’ first words to Nathanael were wonderful

because they were a description of him: 

 "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no

deceit.’ ” This was high praise; Jesus was saying

that Nathanael had no spirit of deception about

him, no falseness, that he was an honest man.

But Nathanael was stunned that Jesus would

make such a character judgment about a

person He never met, so he asked how Jesus

knew about him. Jesus’ reply was even more

astonishing for Nathanael: “ ‘Before Philip

called you, when you were under the fig tree, I

saw you.’ ” 

That did it for Nathanael; he had come to

evaluate Philip’s claim about this man, and in

two short sentences he had heard all the

evidence he needed. He cried out, “ ‘Rabbi, you

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’

”He had perceived Jesus to be a divine teacher,

the rightful Lord of His people Israel.

But Jesus promised more; He said Nathanael

would see heaven opened, and angels

ascending and descending on the Son of Man.

This was a reference to Jacob’s dream of a

ladder to heaven, recorded in Genesis 28:12.

Jesus said He would be the incarnation of the

ladder in Jacob’s dream, linking earth to heaven

and providing access to God the Father. In this

statement, He foreshadowed the work of His

entire earthly ministry— mediation between

sinful man and a holy God.

Jacob awoke from his dream and said, “ ‘Surely

the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.’ ” 

PRAYER
Our gracious God and heavenly Father, we thank you

that you are our Father, that you know us through-

and-through and that your word is able, first to find

us and then to speak to us and then to transform us.

We pray that by the power of your Holy Spirit this

book that we read will live for us today in the grace

and through the teaching of our Saviour, our Lord

Jesus Christ and so we come to you, our eyes are

upon you, our hearts are full of affection for you, our

wills bowed before you and we say to you, Speak,

Lord, for your servants are listening. This we pray in

Jesus our Saviour’s name. Amen. 

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day and

forevermore, Amen.



Your donations are still urgently required to help

the most vulnerable in our local area. Donations

can be placed in the container in the vestibule

as you enter the Church.

Sunday Church services are at 11am and

12.15pm (if required). Seating in the Church is

limited to comply with current guidelines. To

attend you must contact the Session Clerk,

Martin McLauchlan, by Friday at 5pm prior to

the service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form

at: ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or

email the  Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form

for you to complete and submit. If you do not

have access to the Internet, phone him on

01349 830303 and leave your name and phone

number and he will get back to you as soon as

he can to take your details.

The Sunday Zoom service is at 6.30pm. If you

would like to join the Zoom-service, please

contact the Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

Please continue to take care and stay safe.

WORSHIP

HIGHLAND FOODBANK


