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C. H.  Spurgeon commented ,  “Atonement  by  the b lood of  Jesus  i s  not  an

arm of  Chr is t ian t ruth ;  i t  i s  the heart  of  i t . ”  I f  Jesus  wi l l  draw al l

people to  H imsel f  through His  cross ,  then let  us  preach His  cross .
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HYMN 

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING
JOHN 12: 27 - 34 NKJV

Heavenly Father, you have sent your Son, our Lord

Jesus Christ as the Incarnate Word and from His

lips you have instructed us in the written Word and

we pray that again today our Lord Jesus in the

power of His Spirit will teach us His Word. So we

pray, Holy Spirit, that you will move among us as

we worship at home today and from your Word you

will give to each of us that specially shaped Word

that meets our circumstances, that challenges our

lives, that transforms our characters and that

brings us to love, trust, obey and enjoy our Lord

Jesus Christ more and more. This we pray for His

great Name’s sake. Amen.

Approach, my soul, the mercy seat

where Jesus answers prayer;

there humbly fall before his feet,

for none can perish there.

Thy promise is my only plea;

with this I venture nigh:

thou callest burdened souls to thee,

and such, O Lord, am I.

O wondrous love! to bleed and die,

to bear the cross and shame,

that guilty sinners, such as I,

might plead thy gracious name!

33 This He said, signifying by what death He would

die.

34 The people answered Him, “We have heard from

the law that the Christ remains forever; and how can

You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is

this Son of Man?”

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I

say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this

purpose I came to this hour. 

28 Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice

came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified

it and will glorify it again.”

29 Therefore the people who stood by and

heard it said that it had thundered. Others said,

“An angel has spoken to Him.”

30 Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not

come because of Me, but for your sake. 

31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the

ruler of this world will be cast out. 

32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will

draw all people to Myself.” 

SERMON
“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw

all people to myself” (John 12:32). 

Jesus’ statement here contains a wealth of truth

concerning the gospel. First, it declares the necessity

of faith in His atoning death for sin. This comes

through in His reference to “all people.” When Jesus

says He will draw all people through His cross, He

does not mean that He died for everyone’s

forgiveness. We know this because of the Bible’s

frequent insistence that not all will be forgiven and

saved. John’s Gospel is clear that “whoever does not

believe is condemned” (John 3:18). When John’s

Gospel refers to “all people,” he means all kinds of

people, from all nations and tongues. But note that

Jesus says that their salvation will occur “when I am

lifted up from the earth.” Christ was not saying that

the whole world would be saved, but that all who will

be saved will be saved by looking to and relying upon

Him. If you are not yet a believer, see His troubled

soul as He became a curse for you, as He suffered

separation from the Father, as He lovingly bore the

penalty of your sins. 



Jesus’ submission to the Father’s will was not recently

attained, for this had been the guiding principle of

Jesus’ entire life. All along He had been committed

to the will of God, so now in the hour of His trial He is

strengthened in His resolve by this same commitment.

We, too, will have strength under trials if we have

long practiced submission to God’s will. 

We might think that Jesus found the strength to face

the cross in His knowledge of God’s will to redeem us

from our sins. That is doubtlessly true (cf. Heb. 12:2).

But Jesus points to an even higher motive: “Father,

glorify your name.” James Boice comments: “To

glorify God is his chief end… He will not shrink from

following whatever way the Father chooses to have

the Son glorify him.” The highest motive in our

salvation is always that God should be glorified in

His power and grace, and it was this desire that

primarily strengthened Jesus’ trembling soul before

the cross. He literally loved God’s glory more than his

own soul, and thus he found strength to overcome

the infinite suffering of the cross. Thus, he prays,

“Father, glorify your name.” 

Why, did God’s perfect Son die in such cruel

humiliation and, beyond that, suffer such terrible

wrath from God? The answer is sin. J. C. Ryle writes:

Terribly black must that guilt be for which nothing but

the blood of the Son of God could make

satisfaction. Heavy must that weight of human sin be

which made Jesus groan and sweat drops of blood in

agony at Gethsemane and cry at Golgotha, ‘My God,

My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’ (Mt. 27:46). 

Salvation happens as we are “drawn” to Jesus. Jesus

taught this truth in negative form earlier in John’s

Gospel: “No one can come to me unless the Father

who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the

last day” (John 6:44). If Jesus will draw all people to

Himself through His cross, then let us preach His

cross. It is true that many are offended by the cross’s

message of judgment on sin. But from that cross, as

we proclaim it, Christ will draw many. 

This was the apostolic example of witnessing the

gospel. Paul explained, “Jews demand signs and

Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified,

a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but

to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1

Cor. 1:22-24). 

What about Jesus’ suffering on the cross? There,

Jesus suffered not only at the hands of men but

also at the hands of God. It’s been said that ‘we

are saved by God from God.’ Can we ever

appreciate the price Jesus paid to redeem us

from our sins? Surely, we cannot. Yet in the

Gospels we can gaze in wonder and adoration

at Jesus’ own trepidation as He prepared to

suffer and die for our sins. The Synoptic Gospels

present Jesus’ anguished prayer in the Garden

of Gethsemane: “Father, if you are willing,

remove this cup from me” (Lk. 22:42). John

shows us Jesus’ anxiety earlier, after Jesus had

seen the hour of His cross in the arrival of some

Greeks to see Him. He exclaimed, “Now is my

soul troubled” (John 12:27). 

Terrible though His physical sufferings were, by

far the greatest part of Jesus’ suffering on the

cross was spiritual, entailing His receipt of

God’s full wrath for our sins. A. W. Pink

comments on Jesus’ anguish: “And what

occasioned this? …It was the prospect of being

‘made a curse for us,’ of suffering the righteous

wrath of a sin-hating God.” At the thought of

this, all the Gospels tell us that Jesus began to

tremble and have trouble in His soul. As other

men feel their stomachs turning before some

dreadful ordeal, so also our Lord trembled as He

contemplated the judgment of God that He

would bear. 

If Jesus’ troubled spirit shows His solidarity with

human suffering, the spirit of His faithful resolve

sets an example for us. “Now is my soul

troubled,” He prayed. “And what shall I say?

‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this

purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify

your name” (John 12:27-28). 

Where did Jesus gain the resolve needed not to

shrink away from His ordeal? His answer shows

that He found strength in His knowledge of God

the Father’s will for Him. It was the very purpose

of His life to come to the hour of His cross. Jesus

was born to die, as signified by His given name:

the angel told Joseph, “You shall call his name

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins”

(Mt. 1:21). 



HYMN
When I survey the wondrous cross

On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss,

And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,

Save in the death of Christ my God!

All the vain things that charm me most,

I sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down!

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,

That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.

PRAYER
Our gracious God, we bless you that the

heavens are full of your praise and that from

the earth there is an answering chorus of

worship and adoration. Our desire is that the

name of the Lord should be praised throughout

the earth, and we pray as we come before your

throne and as you show us the power of your

Word, that you would direct us afresh to the

glory of your Son, that your Spirit would shine

brightly upon Him, that He would take what

belongs to the Lord Jesus and show it to us and

fill us afresh with love for Him, with newfound

trust in Him and with humble repentance for our

sins. We look to you again and we pray that you

would open your hand and supply each of us

with what we need and direct us to your glory.

This we pray for Jesus Christ our Saviour’s sake.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all this day and

forevermore, Amen.

WORSHIP
Sunday Church services are at 11am and 12.15pm

(if required). Seating in the Church has been

limited to comply with level 1 guidelines and will

remain limited for now. To attend you must

contact the Session Clerk, Martin McLauchlan, by

Friday at 5pm prior to the service to book a place. 

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form at:

ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or email the  

Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form for

you to complete and submit. If you do not have

access to the Internet, phone him on 01349

830303 and leave your name and phone number

and he will get back to you as soon as he can to

take your details.

The Sunday Zoom service is at 6.30pm. If you

would like to join the Zoom-service, please

contact the Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

Please continue to take care and stay safe.

HIGHLAND FOODBANK
Your donations are still urgently required to help

the most vulnerable in our local area. Donations

can be placed in the container in the vestibule

as you enter the Church.


