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“Mary  was more b lessed in  accept ing the fa i th  of  Chr is t  than in

conceiv ing the f lesh of  Chr is t .  To someone who sa id ,  “B lessed i s  the

womb that  bore you,”  [ Jesus]  repl ied,  “Rather ,  b lessed are they who

hear  the word of  God and keep i t . ”  F ina l l y ,  for  H is  brothers ,  H is

re lat ives  according to the f lesh who d id not  bel ieve in  H im,  of  what

advantage was that  re lat ionsh ip? Even her  maternal  re lat ionsh ip would

have done Mary  no good un less  she had borne Chr is t  more happi ly  in

her  heart  than in  her  f lesh.”  (August ine)
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SCRIPTURE READING
MATTHEW 1: 17 - 25

Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the newborn King!"

Peace on earth, and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;

With th' angelic host proclaim,

"Christ is born in Bethlehem."

Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ, by highest heav'n adored:

Christ, the everlasting Lord;

Late in time behold him come,

Offspring of the favored one.

Veil'd in flesh, the Godhead see;

Hail, th'incarnate Deity:

Pleased, as man, with men to dwell,

Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the newborn King!"

Hail! the heav'n born Prince of peace!

Hail! the Son of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

Risen with healing in his wings

Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die:

Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give them second birth.

Hark! the herald angels sing,

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

LORD'S PRAYER

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David

are fourteen generations, from David until the

captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and

from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are

fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows:

After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,

before they came together, she was found with

child of the Holy Spirit. 

19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and

not wanting to make her a public example, was

minded to put her away secretly. 

20 But while he thought about these things, behold,

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,

saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to

take to you Mary your wife, for that which is

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 

21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call

His name Jesus, for He will save His people from

their sins.”

22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled

which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,

saying: 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear

a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,”

which is translated, “God with us.”

24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as

the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to

him his wife, 

25 and did not know her till she had brought forth

her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.

Heavenly Father, as we turn now to the

Scriptures, we ask that you would encourage us,

speak to us in our hearts and in our souls, draw us

to yourself. How we long to fellowship and have

communion with you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Spirit that we will truly be in the

Spirit on the Lord's day. This we ask it in Jesus'

name. Amen.

PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.



The Bible has a fondness for the number seven.

For example, there are seven creation days, and

Joshua and his men marched around Jericho

seven times. And then, the book of Revelation

features seven letters written by Jesus to seven

churches, as well as seven seals, seven bowls,

and seven trumpets. Seven, then, is often

referred to as a “perfect number.” 

Matthew uses the number seven in the first

section of his gospel (Matt. 1:17–4:17). As he

describes the birth of Jesus and the period

before Jesus begins to preach, he cites seven

Old Testament fulfilments: 

the child, Jesus, is born of a virgin (1:22–23) 

His birth is in the city of Bethlehem (2:5–6)

the flight to Egypt and the consequent return

(2:15)

the slaughter of the innocents in Bethlehem

(2:17–18)

the home-base of Nazareth (2:23)

the ministry of the forerunner, John the Baptist

(3:1–3)

and the start of Jesus’ ministry in the northern

regions, where people who walked in darkness

saw a great light (4:13–14). 

Careful checking of each of these seven events

will reveal Old Testament prophecies fulfilled.

Christmas, and what follows, lies deep in the Old

Testament. At every turn, Jesus was fulfilling a

role that was shaped by more than a millennium

of prediction. No aspect of the Messiah’s

ministry of redemption was without anticipatory

reflection and wonder. At the moment of Jesus’

birth, the entire scope and focus of the Old

Testament came into sharp focus: “But when the

fullness of time had come, God sent forth his

Son, born of woman, born under the law” (Gal.

4:4).

Our salvation is something God has been

planning for a very long time—outside of time, to

be exact: in the counsels of eternity, in a

covenant that was made between the three

persons of the Trinity, namely, in the covenant of

redemption. Scripture speaks of the Lamb as

“slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev.

13:8). 

HYMN

The second psalm depicts a pre-temporal account

of the terms of the covenant established between

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:

I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You

are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me,

and I will make the nations your heritage, and the

ends of the earth your possession. You shall break

them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like

a potter’s vessel.” (Ps. 2:7–9)

From eternity, the Lord has loved His people.

Christmas is the visible demonstration of it; Calvary,

the cost of it; resurrection and ascension, the

triumph and effectiveness of it. Little wonder, then,

that creatures surrounding the Lamb’s throne in

heaven exclaim, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honour and glory and blessing!” (Rev. 5:12)—a

sevenfold blessing.

Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav'n to earth come down:

fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown:

Jesus, thou art all compassion,

pure, unbounded love thou art;

visit us with thy salvation,

enter ev'ry trembling heart.

Come, Almighty to deliver,

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,

nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,

serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray and praise thee without ceasing,

glory in thy perfect love.

Finish, then, thy new creation;

pure and spotless let us be:

let us see thy great salvation

perfectly restored in thee;

changed from glory into glory,

'til in heav'n we take our place,

'til we cast our crowns before thee,

lost in wonder, love, and praise.

SERMON



And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Love of God and the

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us

all this day and forevermore, Amen.

BENEDICTION

WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship takes place at 11.00am in

the church. We have reduced social distancing to

1 metre within the church and as a result have

been able to increase the number of seats that

are available, though there is still an upper limit.

We would love to be able to welcome you to the

service, so to guarantee a seat, please book with

the Session Clerk, Martin McLauchlan, preferably

by 5pm on the Friday prior to the service.

To book, either visit the church website, and

complete and submit the online booking form at:

ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk/booking or email the  

Session Clerk at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk

and he will send you a link to the Booking Form for

you to complete and submit. If you do not have

access to the Internet, phone him on 01349

830303 and leave your name and phone number

and he will get back to you as soon as he can to

take your details.

Please continue to take care and stay safe.

EVENING ZOOM
SERVICE
The 6.30pm Sunday Evening Zoom Services will

not take place on Boxing Day (26th December)

or the 2nd January. They will hopefully restart

on Sunday, 9th January at 6.30pm.

HIGHLAND
FOODBANK
As you may have seen on the news, the need

for foodbanks has never been greater. Please

continue to support our local one as you shop

by putting a little extra into your trolley. Non-

perishable goods are accepted such as tinned

meat,vegetables and rice. Toiletries and

cleaning materials are most welcome too.

Thank you for your continued generous support.

PRAYER
Loving heavenly Father, we pray that by the

power of your Holy Spirit that the scriptures

that we read will live for us today in the grace

and through the teaching of our Saviour, our

Lord Jesus Christ. This we pray in Jesus name.

Amen.

STAMP APPEAL
Please remember to retain your postage stamps for

now and  Janet Winchester will arrange to collect

them in the new year or they can be given to her

directly. 

HOLY COMMUNION
Next Sunday, the 2nd January 2022, we will be

celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Communion

at our morning service in the church at

11.00am. Please book your seat for the service

in the normal way.

FREEWILL OFFERING
ENVELOPES 
Freewill offering envelopes for 2022 will be

issued to existing users over the next few days.

If anyone would like to start using these, a very

useful way of remembering the Church when

numbers are restricted, please contact Hugh

Steele.

AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL
DEFIBRILLATOR
The Community Council in Maryburgh has recently

purchased a Heart Defibrillator and it is now

located by the main entrance to the Maryburgh Hall.


