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“ I f  I  speak in  the tongues of  men and of  angels ,  but  have not

love,  I  am a noisy  gong or  a c langing cymbal . ”  

( 1  Cor inth ians  13 : 1 )
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HYMN
When I fear my faith will fail,

Christ will hold me fast;

When the tempter would prevail,

He will hold me fast.

I could never keep my hold

Through life’s fearful path;

For my love is often cold;

He must hold me fast.

He will hold me fast,

He will hold me fast;

For my Saviour loves me so,

He will hold me fast.

Those He saves are His delight,

Christ will hold me fast;

Precious in His holy sight,

He will hold me fast.

He’ll not let my soul be lost;

His promises shall last;

Bought by Him at such a cost,

He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died,

Christ will hold me fast;

Justice has been satisfied;

He will hold me fast.

Raised with Him to endless life,

He will hold me fast

‘Till our faith is turned to sight

When He comes at last!”

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING
COLOSSIANS 4: 2-6 NKJV

Gracious God and ever blessed Father, we

thank you for the happiness that the Gospel

brings into our very souls and pray now as we

have read the Scriptures together that by the

Holy Spirit, you would bless us. We ask it all in

Jesus' name. Amen.

Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with

thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, that

God would open to us a door for the word, to speak

the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains,

that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. Walk

in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming

the time. Let your speech always be with grace,

seasoned with salt, that you may know how you

ought to answer each one.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

SERMON
One of the most significant manifestations of the

image of God in humans is the gift of speech. The

God whose word “is firmly fixed in the heavens” (Ps.

119:89) has created man with the capacity to

comprehend and use words; therefore, a significant

part of our reflecting God’s image and representing

Him on earth is how we use the gift of speech.

It is worth noting that in Genesis 2:20, Adam’s first

assignment in carrying out the cultural mandate is

naming the animals that God has created. A few

verses later, when God presents Adam with Eve,

Adam speaks with poetic eloquence and prophetic

precision, reflecting the image and intent of his

Creator.

So, if speech is a significant manifestation of our

being created in God’s image, we must also

conclude the following:



(1) Improper speech is sinful speech. It is

interesting to note the different descriptions we

see in Scripture of sinful speech or, to use the

term used by the Apostle Paul, “corrupt

communication” (Eph. 4:29), including lying,

bearing false witness, slander, gossip,

blasphemy, false prophesy, grumbling,

complaining, coarse language, taking the Lord’s

name in vain, and backbiting. 

(2) Not only is improper speech sinful, but our

doctrine of total depravity means that in our

natural fallen state, we are so corrupt that we

are unable to properly reflect and represent the

Creator in our speech. Total depravity means

not complete inability but an inability to

function to the degree that God’s law

demands. As Paul says in Romans 3:23, we all

“fall short of the glory of God.” This is true for

our speech as well. 

(3) The righteousness of Christ that is imputed

to us (and which we embrace by faith) includes

speech that properly reflects and represents

God the Father.

(4) Therefore, learning from Ephesians 4:29 and

Colossians 4:6, we should be purposeful in

“seasoning” our words with grace. Given our

attachment to cyber communication, we should

hold these verses in mind when we email, text,

tweet, and post on any social media platform:

“Let your speech always be gracious and

seasoned with salt.” 

(5) Gracious speech should not be confused

with “politically correct” speech. As Christians,

our chief aim ought not to be either to defend

or to debunk political correctness. Instead, we

should apply the words of the Apostle Paul in

Romans 12:2 to our communication with our

fellow image bearers: “Do not be conformed to

this world but be transformed by the renewal of

your mind, that by testing you may discern what

is the will of God, what is good and acceptable

and perfect.”

“Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy

sea;

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,

Who was, and is, and evermore shall be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,

Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,

Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky,

and sea;

Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!”

HYMN

Gracious God and ever blessed Father, we thank you

for the Scriptures, for a book of your words, your

divinely inspired and authoritative words to help us

find the way of salvation, to help us grow in grace, to

navigate for us how we are to live our lives for your

praise and glory, in Jesus' name. Amen

PRAYER

And now may the grace of the Lord

Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us

all this day and forevermore, Amen.

BENEDICTION



WORSHIP UPDATE
Sunday morning worship takes place at 11.00am in

the church. We no longer need people to book a seat

for each service as we have increased the number of

available chairs. The wearing of masks in church is

also no longer a legal requirement but we would ask

that folk continue to do so if at all possible so as to

protect everyone and reduce transmission of the

Covid virus. Please continue to sanitise hands on

entering and leaving the church, and dress

appropriately as we will keep the front and back

doors of the church open during the service to

maintain ventilation.

The Sunday Zoom service is at 6.30pm. If you would

like to join the Zoom service, please contact the

Session Clerk by email at

SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk for the

details.

The Guild will hold a sale in the Church

grounds (or in case of bad weather in the

Church hall) on Saturday 9th July from 11am to

2.30pm.

There will be stalls selling baking and produce;

bric à brac and books; and crafts. Bottled cold

drinks and wrapped biscuits and cakes will be

available to buy.

Items for sale will be gratefully received in the

Church hall on Friday 8th July between 6 and

7pm, or from 10am on the morning of the sale.

All proceeds will go to congregational funds.

GUILD SALE

HIGHLAND  FOODBANK
The list of items required in the month of July is

available at the front vestibule. There is not much

change from last time but beans, soup and pasta

are NOT required since they have good stocks of

these items. 

Please think about putting a little something in your

trolley this week to help the most vulnerable folk

around us. Remember too the school holidays

places an extra burden since the families are not

going to get school meals. Maybe something extra

this week? 

Thank you for your continued, generous support.

Sunday Club will not meet during the school

holidays, ie from Sunday 26th June until

Sunday 14th August. The new session will begin

on Sunday 21st August.

During the holiday period parents and carers

are welcome to bring their children to Church,

and may if they wish sit in the Annexe, where a

selection of books, games and other activities

will be available.

SUNDAY CLUB

http://ferintoshparishchurch.org/

