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HYMN
Thanks to God whose word was spoken
in the deed that made the earth.
His the voice that called a nation;
his the fires that tried her worth.
God has spoken:
praise to God for the open Word.

Thanks to God whose Word Incarnate
heights and depths of life did share.
Deeds and words and death and rising,
grace in human form declare.
God has spoken:
praise to God for the open Word.

Thanks to God whose Word was written
in the Bible's sacred page,
record of the revelation
showing God to every age.
God has spoken:
praise to God for the open Word.

Thanks to God whose Word is published
in the tongues of every race.
See its glory undiminished
by the change of time or place.
God has spoken:
praise to God for the open Word.

Thanks to God whose Word is answered
by the Spirit's voice within.
Here we drink of joy unmeasured,
life redeemed from death and sin.
God is speaking:
praise to God for the open Word.

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING
MATTHEW 12: 15 - 21 NKJV

Our heavenly Father, truly all blessings come from
you. We thank you that in Jesus Christ you have
filled us with blessings: the knowledge of the
Lord, peace, the forgiveness of our sins, the
transformation of our lives, a taste and indeed
desire for the words that come to us from your
mouth in the pages of Scripture. We thank you for
the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ who has
opened our eyes to see our need of Him and His
all-sufficiency to be our Saviour here and
hereafter. Lord, as you speak to us, make us
conscious of how great your love for us is and so
we look to you to lead us and to teach us from
your word. We pray this in Jesus our Saviour’s
name. Amen.

15 But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there.
And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed
them all. 
16 Yet He warned them not to make Him known, 
17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
Isaiah the prophet, saying:
18 “Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen,
My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased!
I will put My Spirit upon Him,
And He will declare justice to the Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel nor cry out,
Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.
20 A bruised reed He will not break,
And smoking flax He will not quench,
Till He sends forth justice to victory;
21 And in His name Gentiles will trust.”

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

SERMON
There are at least two miracles of healing in the
Gospels that demonstrate both the tender
compassion of Christ and the hateful hearts and
hypocrisy of the religious leaders. One concerns a
man with a withered hand (Mark 3:1–6) and the other
a woman who suffered physical and spiritual
oppression that left her bent over (Luke 13:10–17).
When the bowed-down woman who had suffered
pain and shame for eighteen years was healed, the
synagogue leader reacted not with joy and wonder
but with anger. Similarly, when the man had his hand
restored, the synagogue leaders were furious. Jesus
pointed out to these religious rulers that they had
more regard for the needs of their animals than they
had for these disabled people. 



Spirit of God, unseen as the wind,
gentle as is the dove:
teach us the truth and help us believe,
show us the Saviour's love!

You spoke to us - long, long ago -
gave us the written word;
we read it still, needing its truth,
through it God's voice is heard. (Refrain)

Without your help we fail our Lord,
we cannot live his way;
we need your power, we need your strength,
following Christ each day. (Refrain)

HYMN

PRAYER

Of course, the full extent of their hypocrisy was
revealed when after the service was over, these
self-appointed, self-anointed guardians of God
and His law went out and plotted how to murder
Jesus (Mark 3:6).

The way Jesus was going about building His
kingdom was not what you would have expected
from an all-powerful King. He wasn’t recruiting
an army of commandos or building a coalition of
well-connected elites. It was the weak and the
sick (physically and spiritually), the marginalised
outcasts, the invisible ones who caught His eye. 

Matthew records that the quiet, compassionate,
and ultimately conquering kindness of Christ was
the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy: “A bruised
reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick
he will not quench, until he brings justice to
victory; and in his name the Gentiles will hope”
(12:20–21).

This is good news for us who are weak, fearful,
and doubting. In our public image and our
filtered Facebook profiles, we are standing tall;
but behind the scenes, we know—and Jesus
knows even more so—that we, too, are often
curved like a bruised reed and our faith splutters
like a smouldering wick. Yet, He does not snuff
us out.

It is fitting in John Bunyan’s classic The Pilgrim’s
Progress that the pilgrims who journey to the
Celestial City include not only Mr. Great-heart
and Valiant-for-Truth but also Mr. Fearing, Mr.
Despondency, Miss Much-Afraid, and Mr. Ready-
to-Halt, who makes the treacherous journey on
crutches. Much that we see in Bunyan’s
characters was autobiographical, and there are
days that we, too, can see ourselves in each of
these pilgrims. They are unimpressive, but their
Saviour is not. And so they press on—we press on
—to Him.

Paul summarises the stunning salvation that
includes weak people like us, showing that
grace is all the wider and glory all the higher
than we can imagine:

But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so
that no human being might boast in the
presence of God. (1 Cor. 1:27–29)

Our gracious God and heavenly Father, we thank
you that you know us through-and-through and
that your word is able, first to find us and then to
speak to us and then to transform us. We pray that
by the power of your Holy Spirit this book that we
read will live for us today in the grace and through
the teaching of our Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ
and so we come to you, our eyes are upon you, our
hearts are full of affection for you, our wills bowed
before you and we say to you, Speak, Lord, for
your servants are listening. This we pray in Jesus
our Saviour’s name. Amen.

And now may the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us
all this day and forevermore, Amen.

BENEDICTION



WORSHIP UPDATE
Sunday morning worship takes place at 11.00am in
the church. We no longer need people to book a seat
for each service as we have increased the number of
available chairs. The wearing of masks in church is
also no longer a legal requirement but we would ask
that folk continue to do so if at all possible so as to
protect everyone and reduce transmission of the
Covid virus. Please continue to sanitise hands on
entering and leaving the church, and dress
appropriately as we will keep the front and back
doors of the church open during the service to
maintain ventilation.

The Sunday Zoom service is at 6.30pm. If you would
like to join the Zoom service, please contact the
Session Clerk by email at
SessionClerk@ferintoshparishchurch.org.uk for the
details.

HIGHLAND  FOODBANK
The list of items required in the month of July is
available at the front vestibule. There is not much
change from last time but beans, soup and pasta
are NOT required since they have good stocks of
these items. 

Please think about putting a little something in your
trolley this week to help the most vulnerable folk
around us. Remember too the school holidays
places an extra burden since the families are not
going to get school meals. Maybe something extra
this week? 

Thank you for your continued, generous support.

Sunday Club will not meet during the school
holidays until Sunday 14th August. The new
session will begin on Sunday 21st August.

During the holiday period parents and carers
are welcome to bring their children to Church,
and may if they wish sit in the Annexe, where a
selection of books, games and other activities
will be available.

SUNDAY CLUB

http://ferintoshparishchurch.org/

